
CITY OF OWOSSO 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, February 25, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.   
Council Chambers – Owosso City Hall 

301 W. Main Street, Owosso, MI  48867 
 

AGENDA 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – February 25, 2019 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 10, 2018 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Public hearing and action on Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning 

Ordinance buffer zone requirements for medical marihuana businesses Sec 38-

197, Sec 38-217, Sec 38-242, Sec 38-267, Sec 38-292  

2. Public hearing and action on Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning 

Ordinance industrial outdoor storage screening Sec. 38-292, Sec. 38-312, Sec. 

38-393 and 38-389  

OLD BUSINESS  

3. Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 26 – Sign Ordinance  and provide 

edits and/or schedule a public hearing for March meeting 

NEW BUSINESS 

4. Presentation and action of the City of Owosso 2019-25 Capital Improvements 

Plan 

 
 

 

 



5. 2018 Planning Commission Annual Report per 125.319 (2) of the Michigan 

Planning Enabling Act 33 of 2008 

OTHER BOARD BUSINESS 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

ADJOURNMENT 

Next regular meeting will be on Monday, March 25, 2019, if any requests are received. 

 

 

Commissioners, please call Tanya at 989-725-0540 if you will be unable to attend this meeting  

 

The City of Owosso will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and recordings of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the 
meeting/hearing upon seventy-two (72) hours notice to the City of Owosso.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary 
aids or services should contact the City of Owosso by writing or calling the following:  Amy Kirkland, City Clerk, 301 W. 
Main St, Owosso, MI 48867 (989) 725-0500.  The City of Owosso website is:  www.ci.owosso.mi.us 
 
 

http://www.ci.owosso.mi.us/
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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE OWOSSO PLANNING COMMISSION 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2018 – 6:30 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   Chairman Wascher called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Recited 
 
ROLL CALL:   Tanya Buckelew 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Wascher, Vice-Chair Livingston, Secretary Janae Fear, 

Commissioners Jenkins (arrived at 6:31 pm), Lafferty, Law and Taylor 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Commissioners Adams and Kirkland  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Assistant City Manager Amy Cyphert, Argus Press Reporter 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
MOTION BY VICE-CHAIR LIVINGSTON, SUPPORTED BY COMMISSIONER TAYLOR TO APPROVE 
THE AGENDA FOR DECEMBER 10, 2018 WITH CHANGES:   
 1. MOVE NEW BUSINESS ITEM #6 TO OLD BUSINESS ITEM #2 
 2. OLD BUSINESS #4 CHANGE SEC 97-379 TO SEC 38-379 
 3. REMOVE NEW BUSINESS ITEM #5 
 4. CHANGE THE NEXT MEETING DATE YEAR TO 2019. 
 
YEAS ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
MOTION BY VICE-CHAIR LIVINGSTON, SUPPORTED BY COMMISSIONER TAYLOR TO APPROVE 
THE MINUTES FOR THE NOVEMBER 26, 2018 MEETING.  

 
YEAS ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 

1. Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 26 – Sign Ordinance – Postpone 
 

 MOTION BY VICE-CHAIR LIVINGSTON, SUPPORTED BY SECRETARY FEAR TO 
 POSTPONE THE REVIEW OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 26 – SIGN 
 ORDINANCE UNTIL THE JANUARY 28, 2019 MEETING.  

 
 YEAS ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
      6. Planning Commission discussion and possible recommendation to City Council on a 
 Recreational Marijuana Facility Moratorium – this agenda item was motioned by City 
 Council.  *This item was moved here to discuss before the Medical Marihuana Ordinance 
 Amendments* 
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 Ms. Cyphert explained the following in regards to recommending a Recreational Marijuana 
 Establishments and Licensing Moratorium: 
 
  Background 

At the City Council meeting of December 3rd, the City Manager presented and recommended a 
moratorium for Recreational Marijuana Establishments.  During the discussion, City Council 
motioned to remand the subject to Planning Commission for their recommendation. 
 
On December 6, 2018, recreational marijuana becomes legal to use, grow, and possess for any 
Michigan resident who is least 21 years or older.  However, the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) has until December 6, 2019 to come up with rules and 
an application process regulating recreational marijuana establishments.   
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
City Staff recommends the adoption a moratorium on recreational marijuana establishments and 
local applications until LARA releases its regulations and application process guidelines.   
 
Below are the reasons City Staff recommends and supports the moratorium: 

 
1. The passing of a moratorium on recreational marijuana establishments no way places a 

moratorium on the usage of recreational marijuana.  Recreational marijuana becomes 
legal to use, grow, and possess for any Michigan resident who is 21 years or older on 
December 6th. 

2. Moratoriums were widely used by communities after the passing of Proposal 1 – 
Michigan Medical Marijuana Act.  They allowed the State and communities time to 
establish rules and requirements. 

3. A moratorium allows the Planning Commission and City Council time to amend the 
existing medical marijuana ordinance, hold the lottery and get medical marijuana 
provisioning centers operational.  

4. We have yet to see the affects that medical marihuana facilities will have on the City and 
City’s law enforcement.  

5. Creating a recreational marijuana establishment ordinance before LARA establishes 
rules would not be an efficient way of authoring an ordinance.  LARA’s rules may result in 
revisions or a complete rewrite of said ordinance due to premature creation.  - You would 
be expending time and money similar to the amendments being done currently for 
medical marijuana.  

6. Waiting and doing nothing would be a worst idea for Owosso because if LARA releases 
their rules early, Owosso will automatically opt in with no controls in place.  By the time, 
the city scrambles to get something in place after an automatic opt-in we could have 
situations of vested property rights in place regarding recreational marijuana 
establishments and nothing to solve the problem but a long and costly route through the 
court system with an uncertain result. 

7. Proposal 1 Medical Marihuana was supported and went into effect in December of 2008.  
There were multiple revisions and court cases that altered the medical marihuana act 
from 2008 to 2015.  The Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act (MMFLA) of 2016 
provided further guidance on dispensaries and clarified the legality of edible products in 
Michigan.  The new law allowed licensed dispensaries to operate in communities that 
chose to allow them as well as licensing for growers, processers, testing facilities, and 
transporters.  – These changes resulted in the City of Owosso having to amend the 
ordinance twice with a third time occurring currently. 
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  Commission Action 
 

Recommend that City Council adopt a moratorium on recreational marijuana establishments and 
local applications until after LARA has established the state regulations/application process and 
the City has adopted ordinance amendments to regulate recreational marijuana establishments. 

 
 Planning Commission Members expressed the need to continue moving forward on this subject 
 and be ready when LARA releases the state regulations/application process. 
  
 Commissioners discussed the pros and cons of amending the current Medical Marihuana 
 Ordinance to accommodate Recreational Marijuana. 
 

MOTION BY VICE-CHAIR LIVINGSTON, SUPPORTED BY SECRETARY FEAR TO 
RECOMMEND THAT CITY COUNCIL ADOPT A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON 
RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS AND LOCAL APPLICATIONS UNTIL 
AFTER LARA HAS ESTABLISHED THE STATE REGULATIONS/APPLICATION PROCESS 
AND THE CITY HAS ADOPTED ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS TO REGULATE 
RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS. 
 
RCV 
 
YEAS:  SECRETARY FEAR, COMMISSIONERS JENKINS AND LAFFERTY, VICE-CHAIR 
LIVINGSTON, COMMISSIONER TAYLOR AND CHAIRMAN WASCHER 

 
 NAYS:  COMMISSIONER LAW 
 
 MOTION CARRIED 

 
2. Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance buffer zone 

requirements for medical marihuana businesses Sec. 38-197, Sec. 38-217, Sec. 38-242, 
Sec. 38-267, Sec. 38-292 and provide edits and/or schedule a public hearing for January 
meeting 
 

 MOTION BY COMMISSIONER LAW, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR LIVINGSTON TO 
 SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE MEDICAL 
 MARIHUANA ORDINANCE FOR THE JANUARY 28, 2019 MEETING. 

 
 YEAS ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
3. Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 -  Zoning Ordinance industrial outdoor 

storage screening Sec. 38-292, Sec. 38-312, Sec. 38-393 and 38-389 and provide edits 
and/or schedule a public hearing for January meeting 
 

 MOTION BY COMMISSIONER LAW, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR LIVINGSTON TO 
 SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING 
 ORDINANCE INDUSTRIAL OUTDOOR STORAGE SCREENING FOR THE JANUARY 28, 2019 
 MEETING. 

 
 YEAS ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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4. Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance amateur radio 
antenna regulations Sec. 97-379 and provide edits and/or schedule a public hearing for 
January meeting 
 
Ms. Cyphert stated she will add language for existing antennas. 
 

 MOTION BY COMMISSIONER TAYLOR, SUPPORTED BY COMMISSIONER LAW TO 
 SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING 
 ORDINANCE AMATEUR RADIO ANTENNA REGULATIONS FOR THE JANUARY 28, 2019 
 MEETING. 

 
 YEAS ALL.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
OTHER BOARD BUSINESS: 
 

At the last meeting there were questions about the Smith and Voss temporary sign that was used 
as a permanent sign.  The code enforcement to correct the violation took a year and a half. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
MOTION BY COMMISSION TAYLOR, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR LIVINGSTON TO ADJOURN AT 
7:30 P.M. UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING ON JANUARY 28, 2019.  
YEAS ALL, MOTION CARRIED.  

 
 
_________________________________________ 

    Janae L. Fear, Secretary 
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SECTION 1.  ADDITION – CHAPTER 16.5.  That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Owosso, 
Michigan, is hereby amended by adding a chapter, to be numbered Chapter 16.5, Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing - Police Power Ordinance, which shall read as follows: 

 
Sec. 16.5-7.  - Penalties and Enforcement. 
 

(a) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be responsible for a 
90-day misdemeanor.  Each day a violation of this Ordinance continues to exist 
constitutes a separate violation.  A violator of this Ordinance shall also be subject to such 
additional sanctions, remedies and judicial orders as are authorized under Michigan law. 
 

(b) A violation of this Ordinance is deemed to be a nuisance per se. In addition to any other 
remedy available by law, the city of Owosso may bring an action for an injunction or other 
process against a person to restrain, prevent, or abate any violation of this Ordinance. 

 
(c) This Ordinance shall be enforced and administered by the city official as may be 

designated from time to time by resolution of the city council. 
 

(d) A license issued under this chapter may be suspended or revoked for any of the following 
violations:  

(1)  Any person required to be named on the permit application is convicted of or found 
responsible for violating any provision of this chapter;  

(2)  A permit application contains any misrepresentation or omission of any material fact, 
or false or misleading information, or the applicant has provided the city with any 
other false or misleading information related to the facility;  

(3)  Any person required to be named on the permit application is convicted of a crime 
which, if it had occurred prior to submittal of the application, could have been cause 
for denial of the permit application;  

(4)  Marihuana is dispensed on the business premises in violation of this chapter or any 
other applicable state or local law, rule or regulation;  

(5)  The facility is operated or is operating in violation of the specifications of the permit 
application, any conditions of approval by the city or any other applicable state or 
local law, rule or regulation.  

(6)  The city, the county, or any other governmental entity with jurisdiction, has closed the 
facility temporarily or permanently or has issued any sanction for failure to comply 
with health and safety provisions of this chapter or other applicable state or local laws 
related to public health and safety.  

(7)  The facility is determined by the city to have become a public nuisance.  

(8)  The facility's state operating license has been suspended or revoked.  
 

(e) Possession, sale or consumption of any form of alcohol is strictly prohibited in any 
licensed medical marihuana facilities. 

 
 
 
AMENDMENT 38 
 
Sec. 38-197. - Principal uses permitted.  (B-1, Local Business District) 
 

In a B-1 district, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be erected except for 
one (1) or more of the following specified uses unless otherwise provided in this chapter:  

aecyphert
Text Box
Agenda Item #1
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 (11) A marihuana provisioning center as authorized by the city of Owosso’s Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing - Police Power Ordinance, Chapter 16.5.  

 
a. Provisioning centers shall be subject to the following standards:  

6. Buffer Zones.  A provisioning center may not be located within the 
distance specified from the uses below as determined by the city of 
Owosso.  Distance shall be measured as stipulated in the Michigan 
Liquor Control Act. as follows: The distance between the school 
building and the contemplated location must be measured along the 
center line of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on 
the center line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to 
the center line, from the part of the school building nearest to the 
contemplated location and from the part of the contemplated location 
nearest to the school building. 

i. A provisioning center may not be located within 200 feet of the 
real property comprising or used by a public or private 
elementary, vocational, or secondary school. The distance 
between the school building and the provisioning center must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the part of the school building nearest to the provisioning center 
and from the part of the provisioning center nearest to the school 
building. 

ii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a 
residentially zoned property.structure. The distance between the 
residential zoned structure and the provisioning center must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the part of the residentially zoned structure nearest to the 
provisioning center and from the part of the provisioning center 
nearest to the residentially zoned structure. 

iii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a 
vacant residentially zoned parcel.  The distance between the 
residential zoned vacant parcel and the provisioning center must 
be measured along the center line of the street or streets of 
address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the intersection of the minimum front or rear yard and side yard 
setback requirement nearest to the provisioning center and from 
the part of the provisioning center nearest to the intersection of the 
minimum front or rear yard and side yard setback requirement.   

iv. No parcel containing a medical marijuana provisioning center 
shall be located within 100 feet of a parcel on which another 
medical marijuana provisioning center is located.  The distance 
between two medical marijuana provisioning centers must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the nearest part of each provisioning center to the other 
provisioning center. 

 
 
Sec. 38-217. - Principal uses permitted.   (B-2, Planned Shopping Center District) 
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In a B-2 district, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be erected except for 

one (1) or more of the following specified uses unless otherwise provided in this chapter:  
 

 (4)  A marihuana provisioning center as authorized by the city of Owosso’s Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing - Police Power authorizing ordinance. 

a. Provisioning centers shall be subject to the following standards:  

6. Buffer Zones.  A provisioning center may not be located within the distance 
specified from the uses below as determined by the city of Owosso.  
Distance shall be measured as stipulated in the Michigan Liquor Control Act. 
as follows: The distance between the school building and the contemplated 
location must be measured along the center line of the street or streets of 
address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by projecting 
straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from the part of the school 
building nearest to the contemplated location and from the part of the 
contemplated location nearest to the school building. 

i. A provisioning center may not be located within 200 feet of the 
real property comprising or used by a public or private 
elementary, vocational, or secondary school. The distance 
between the school building and the provisioning center must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the part of the school building nearest to the provisioning center 
and from the part of the provisioning center nearest to the school 
building. 

ii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a 
residentially zoned property structure. The distance between the 
residential zoned structure and the provisioning center must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the part of the residentially zoned structure nearest to the 
provisioning center and from the part of the provisioning center 
nearest to the residentially zoned structure. 

iii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a 
vacant residentially zoned parcel.  The distance between the 
residential zoned vacant parcel and the provisioning center must 
be measured along the center line of the street or streets of 
address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the intersection of the minimum front or rear yard and side yard 
setback requirement nearest to the provisioning center and from 
the part of the provisioning center nearest to the intersection of the 
minimum front or rear yard and side yard setback requirement.   

iv. No parcel containing a medical marijuana provisioning center 
shall be located within 100 feet of a parcel on which another 
medical marijuana provisioning center is located.  The distance 
between two medical marijuana provisioning centers must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the nearest part of each provisioning center to the other 
provisioning center. 
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Sec. 38-242. - Principal uses permitted.   (B-3, Central Business District) 

 
In a B-3 district, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be erected except for 

one (1) or more of the following specified uses unless otherwise provided in this chapter:  
 

(9) A marihuana provisioning center as authorized by the city of Owosso’s Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing - Police Power authorizing ordinance. 

a. Provisioning centers shall be subject to the following standards:  

6. Buffer Zones.  A provisioning center may not be located within the distance 
specified from the uses below as determined by the city of Owosso.  
Distance shall be measured as stipulated in the Michigan Liquor Control Act. 
as follows: The distance between the school building and the contemplated 
location must be measured along the center line of the street or streets of 
address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by projecting 
straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from the part of the school 
building nearest to the contemplated location and from the part of the 
contemplated location nearest to the school building. 

i. A provisioning center may not be located within 200 feet of the real 
property comprising or used by a public or private elementary, 
vocational, or secondary school. The distance between the school 
building and the provisioning center must be measured along the center 
line of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on the 
center line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to the 
center line, from the part of the school building nearest to the 
provisioning center and from the part of the provisioning center nearest to 
the school building. 

ii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a residentially 
zoned property structure. The distance between the residential zoned 
structure and the provisioning center must be measured along the center 
line of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on the 
center line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to the 
center line, from the part of the residentially zoned structure nearest to 
the provisioning center and from the part of the provisioning center nearest 
to the residentially zoned structure. 

iii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a vacant 
residentially zoned parcel.  The distance between the residential zoned 
vacant parcel and the provisioning center must be measured along the 
center line of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on 
the center line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to 
the center line, from the intersection of the minimum front or rear yard 
and side yard setback requirement nearest to the provisioning center and 
from the part of the provisioning center nearest to the intersection of the 
minimum front or rear yard and side yard setback requirement.   

iv. No parcel containing a medical marijuana provisioning center shall be 
located within 100 feet of a parcel on which another medical marijuana 
provisioning center is located.  The distance between two medical 
marijuana provisioning centers must be measured along the center line 
of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on the center 
line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center 
line, from the nearest part of each provisioning center to the other 
provisioning center. 
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Sec. 38-267. - Principal uses permitted.   (B-4, General Business District) 

 
In a B-4 district, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be erected except for 

one (1) or more of the following specified uses unless otherwise provided in this chapter:  
 

(10) A marihuana provisioning center as authorized by the city of Owosso’s Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing - Police Power authorizing ordinance. 

a. Provisioning centers shall be subject to the following standards:  

6. Buffer Zones.  A provisioning center may not be located within the distance 
specified from the uses below as determined by the city of Owosso.  
Distance shall be measured as stipulated in the Michigan Liquor Control Act. 
as follows.: The distance between the school building and the contemplated 
location must be measured along the center line of the street or streets of 
address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by projecting 
straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from the part of the school 
building nearest to the contemplated location and from the part of the 
contemplated location nearest to the school building. 

i. A provisioning center may not be located within 200 feet of the 
real property comprising or used by a public or private 
elementary, vocational, or secondary school.  The distance 
between the school building and the provisioning center must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the part of the school building nearest to the provisioning center 
and from the part of the provisioning center nearest to the school 
building. 

ii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a 
residentially zoned property structure. The distance between the 
residential zoned structure and the provisioning center must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the part of the residentially zoned structure nearest to the 
provisioning center and from the part of the provisioning center 
nearest to the residentially zoned structure. 

iii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a 
vacant residentially zoned parcel.  The distance between the 
residential zoned vacant parcel and the provisioning center must 
be measured along the center line of the street or streets of 
address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
the intersection of the minimum front or rear yard and side yard 
setback requirement nearest to the provisioning center and from 
the part of the provisioning center nearest to the intersection of the 
minimum front or rear yard and side yard setback requirement.   

iv. No parcel containing a medical marijuana provisioning center 
shall be located within 100 feet of a parcel on which another 
medical marijuana provisioning center is located.  The distance 
between two medical marijuana provisioning centers must be 
measured along the center line of the street or streets of address 
between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from 
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the nearest part of each provisioning centers to the other 
provisioning center. 

 
 
Sec. 38-292. - Principal uses permitted. (I-1, Light Industrial District) 

 
In an I-1 district, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be erected except for 

one (1) or more of the following specified uses unless otherwise provided in this chapter and 
subject further to the review and approval of the site plan by the planning commission in 
accordance with section 38-390: 

(11) A marihuana provisioning center, grower, processor, safety compliance facility or 
secure transporter as authorized by the city of Owosso’s Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Licensing - Police Power authorizing ordinance. 

a. Any uses or activities found by the state of Michigan or a court with jurisdiction to 
be unconstitutional or otherwise not permitted by state law may not be permitted 
by the city of Owosso.  In the event that a court with jurisdiction declares some or 
this entire article invalid, then the city of Owosso may suspend the acceptance of 
applications for Medical Marihuana Facilities Licenses pending the resolution of 
the legal issue in question. 

b. The use or facility must be at all times in compliance with all other applicable 
laws and ordinances of the city of Owosso and State of Michigan.  

c. The city of Owosso may suspend or revoke a Medical Marihuana Facilities 
License based on the finding that the provisions of the Medical Marihuana 
Facilities Licensing Act, all other applicable provisions of this zoning ordinance, 
the city of Owosso’s police power authorizing ordinance, or the approved site 
plan are not met. 

d. A marihuana facility, or activities associated with the licensed growing, 
processing, testing, transporting, or sales of marihuana, may not be permitted as 
a home business or accessory use nor may they include accessory uses except 
as otherwise provided in this ordinance.   

e. Signage requirements for marihuana facilities, unless otherwise specified, are as 
provided in Chapter 26 – Signs of the Owosso Code of Ordinances.  

(11) A marihuana provisioning center as authorized by the city of Owosso’s Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing - Police Power authorizing ordinance. 

a. Provisioning centers shall be subject to the following standards:  

1. Hours.  A provisioning center may only sell to consumers or allow consumers 
to be present in the building space occupied by the provisioning center 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.  

2. Indoor Activities.  All activities of a provisioning center, including all transfers 
of marihuana, shall be conducted within the structure and out of public view.  
A provisioning center shall not have a walk-up window or drive-thru window 
service.  

3. Other Activities.  Marihuana and tobacco products shall not be smoked, 
ingested, or otherwise consumed in the building space occupied by the 
provisioning center.  

4. Nonconforming Uses.  A provisioning center may not locate in a building in 
which a nonconforming retail use has been established in any district. 

5. Physical Appearance.  The exterior appearance of the structure shall remain 
compatible with the exterior appearance of structures already constructed or 
under construction within the immediate area, and shall be maintained so as 
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to prevent blight or deterioration or substantial diminishment or impairment of 
property values within the immediate area. 

6. Buffer Zones.  A provisioning center may not be located within the distance 
specified from the uses below as determined by the city of Owosso.  
Distance shall be measured as stipulated in the Michigan Liquor Control Act 
as follows:  

i. A provisioning center may not be located within 200 feet of the real 
property comprising or used by a public or private elementary, 
vocational, or secondary school.  The distance between the school 
building and the provisioning center must be measured along the center 
line of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on the 
center line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to the 
center line, from the part of the school building nearest to the 
provisioning center and from the part of the provisioning center nearest to 
the school building. 

ii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a residentially 
zoned structure. The distance between the residential zoned structure 
and the provisioning center must be measured along the center line of 
the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on the center 
line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center 
line, from the part of the residentially zoned structure nearest to the 
provisioning center and from the part of the provisioning center nearest to 
the residentially zoned structure. 

iii. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a vacant 
residentially zoned parcel.  The distance between the residential zoned 
vacant parcel and the provisioning center must be measured along the 
center line of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on 
the center line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to 
the center line, from the intersection of the minimum front or rear yard 
and side yard setback requirement nearest to the provisioning center 
and from the part of the provisioning center nearest to the intersection 
of the minimum front or rear yard and side yard setback requirement.   

iv. No parcel containing a medical marijuana provisioning center shall be 
located within 100 feet of a parcel on which another medical marijuana 
provisioning center is located.  The distance between two medical 
marijuana provisioning centers must be measured along the center line 
of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on the center 
line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center 
line, from the nearest part of each provisioning centers to the other 
provisioning center. 

 

7. Odor.  As used in this subsection, building means the building, or portion 
thereof, used for a provisioning center.  

i. The building shall be equipped with an activated carbon filtration system 
for odor control to ensure that air leaving the building through an exhaust 
vent first passes through an activated carbon filter.  

ii. The filtration system shall consist of one or more fans and activated 
carbon filters.  At a minimum, the fan(s) shall be sized for cubic feet per 
minute (CFM) equivalent to the volume of the building (length multiplied 
by width multiplied by height) divided by three.  The filter(s) shall be rated 
for the applicable CFM.  

iii. The filtration system shall be maintained in working order and shall be in 
use.  The filters shall be changed a minimum of once every 365 days.  
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iv. Negative air pressure shall be maintained inside the building.  

v. Doors and windows shall remain closed, except for the minimum time 
length needed to allow people to ingress or egress the building.  

vi. An alternative odor control system is permitted if the special use 
applicant submits and the municipality accepts a report by a mechanical 
engineer licensed in the State of Michigan demonstrating that the 
alternative system will control odor as well or better than the activated 
carbon filtration system otherwise required.  The municipality may hire an 
outside expert to review the alternative system design and advise as to 
its comparability and whether in the opinion of the expert it should be 
accepted. 

 

(12) Marihuana growers , processor, safety compliance facility or secure transporter as 
authorized by the city of Owosso’s Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing - Police 
Power authorizing ordinanceand marihuana processors shall be subject to the 
following standards:   

a. Minimum Yard Depth/Distance from Lot Lines.  Minimum yard depth/distance 
from lot lines shall adhere to measurement requirements as listed in Article XVI.  
–Schedule of Regulations for each zoning designation as listed. 

b. Indoor Growing and Processing.  In the I-1 light industrial district, marihuana 
growing shall be located entirely within a fully enclosed, secure, indoor facility or 
greenhouse with rigid walls, a roof, and doors.  Marihuana processing shall be 
located entirely within one or more completely enclosed buildings.   

c. Maximum Building Floor Space.  The following maximum building floor space 
shall apply in the I-1 light industrial district: 

1. If only a portion of a building is authorized for use in marihuana growing or 
processing, a partition wall at least seven feet in height, or a height as 
required by the applicable building codes, whichever is greater, shall 
separate the marihuana growing or processing space from the remainder of 
the building.  A partition wall must include a door, capable of being closed 
and locked, for ingress and egress between the marihuana growing or 
processing space and the remainder of the building.  

d. Lighting.  Lighting shall be regulated as follows:  

1. Light cast by light fixtures inside any building used for marihuana growing or 
marihuana processing shall not be visible outside the building from 7:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 a.m. the following day.  

2. Outdoor marihuana grow lights shall not be illuminated from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 
a.m. the following day.  

e. Odor.  As used in this subsection, building means the building, or portion thereof, 
used for marihuana growing or marihuana processing.  

1. The building shall be equipped with an activated carbon filtration system for 
odor control to ensure that air leaving the building through an exhaust vent 
first passes through an activated carbon filter.  

2. The filtration system shall consist of one or more fans and activated carbon 
filters.  At a minimum, the fan(s) shall be sized for cubic feet per minute 
(CFM) equivalent to the volume of the building (length multiplied by width 
multiplied by height) divided by three.  The filter(s) shall be rated for the 
applicable CFM.  

3. The filtration system shall be maintained in working order and shall be in use.  
The filters shall be changed a minimum of once every 365 days.  
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4. Negative air pressure shall be maintained inside the building.  

5. Doors and windows shall remain closed, except for the minimum length of 
time needed to allow people to ingress or egress the building.  

6. An alternative odor control system is permitted if the applicant submits and 
the municipality accepts a report by a mechanical engineer licensed in the 
state of Michigan demonstrating that the alternative system will control odor 
as well or better than the activated carbon filtration system otherwise 
required.  The municipality may hire an outside expert to review the 
alternative system design and advise as to its comparability and whether in 
the opinion of the expert it should be accepted.  

f. Security Cameras.  Security cameras must be used and shall be directed to 
record only the subject property and may not be directed to public rights-of-way 
as applicable, except as required to comply with licensing requirements of the 
state of Michigan.  Recordings shall be kept for 90 days. 

g. Buffer Zones.  A provisioning center may not be located within the distance 
specified from the uses below as determined by the city of Owosso.  Distance 
shall be measured as stipulated in the Michigan Liquor Control Act as follows:  

1. A provisioning center may not be located within 200 feet of the real property 
comprising or used by a public or private elementary, vocational, or 
secondary school.  The distance between the school building and the 
provisioning center must be measured along the center line of the street or 
streets of address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from the part of the 
school building nearest to the provisioning center and from the part of the 
provisioning center nearest to the school building. 

2. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a residentially 
zoned structure. The distance between the residential zoned structure and 
the provisioning center must be measured along the center line of the street or 
streets of address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from the part of the 
residentially zoned structure nearest to the provisioning center  and from the 
part of the provisioning center nearest to the residentially zoned structure. 

3. A provisioning center may not be located within 100 feet of a vacant 
residentially zoned parcel.  The distance between the residential zoned 
vacant parcel and the provisioning center must be measured along the 
center line of the street or streets of address between 2 fixed points on the 
center line determined by projecting straight lines, at right angles to the 
center line, from the intersection of the minimum front or rear yard and side 
yard setback requirement nearest to the provisioning center and from the 
part of the provisioning center nearest to the intersection of the minimum 
front or rear yard and side yard setback requirement.   

f.4. No parcel containing a medical marijuana provisioning center shall be 
located within 100 feet of a parcel on which another medical marijuana 
provisioning center is located.  The distance between two medical marijuana 
provisioning centers must be measured along the center line of the street or 
streets of address between 2 fixed points on the center line determined by 
projecting straight lines, at right angles to the center line, from the nearest 
part of each provisioning centers to the other provisioning center. 

 



ARTICLE XIII. - I-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 

Sec. 38-292. - Principal uses permitted. 

In an I-1 district, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be 
erected except for one (1) or more of the following specified uses unless otherwise 
provided in this chapter and subject further to the review and approval of the site plan 
by the planning commission in accordance with section 38-390: 

(1) Any use charged with the principal function of basic research, design and pilot 
or experimental product development when conducted within a completely 
enclosed building; 

(2) Any of the following uses when the manufacturing, compounding or processing 
is conducted wholly within a completely enclosed building. That portion of the 
land used for open storage facilities for materials or equipment used in the 
manufacturing, compounding, or processing shall be totally obscured by a wall 
on those sides abutting any residential, office or business districts, and on any 
front yard abutting a public thoroughfare except as otherwise provided in shall 
meet the requirements of section 38-389section 38-289 or section 38-393. In I-
1 districts, the extent of such a wall may be determined by the planning 
commission on the basis of usage. Such a wall shall not be less than four (4) 
feet six (6) inches in height and may, depending upon land usage, be required 
to be eight (8) feet in height, and shall be subject further to the requirements of 
article XVII, general provisions. A chain link fence, with intense evergreen 
shrub planting, shall be considered an obscuring wall. The height shall be 
determined in the same manner as the wall height as above set forth. 

a. Warehousing and wholesale establishments, and trucking facilities; 
b. The manufacture, compounding, processing, packaging or treatment of 

such products such as, but not limited to, bakery goods, candy, 
cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, toiletries, food products, hardware and 
cutlery, tool, die, gauge and machine shops; 

c. The manufacture, compounding, assembling, or treatment of articles or 
merchandise from previously prepared materials: bone, canvas, 
cellophane, cloth, cork, elastomers, feathers, felt, fibre [fiber], fur, glass, 
hair, horn, leather, paper, plastics, rubber, precious or semi-precious 
metals or stones, sheet metal, shell, textiles, tobacco, wax, wire, wood 
and yarns; 

d. The manufacture of pottery and figurines or other similar ceramic 
products using only previously pulverized clay, and kilns fired only by 
electricity or gas; 

e. Manufacture of musical instruments, toys, novelties and metal or rubber 
stamps, or other molded rubber products; 

f. Manufacture or assembly of electrical appliances, electronic 
instruments and devices, radios and phonographs; 

g. Laboratories—Experimental, film or testing; 
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h. Manufacturing and repair of electric or neon signs, light sheet metal 
products, including heating and ventilating equipment, cornices, eaves 
and the like; 

i. Central dry cleaning plants or laundries provided that such plants shall 
not deal directly with consumer at retail; 

j. All public utilities, including buildings, necessary structures, storage 
yards and other related uses. 

(3) Warehouses, storage and transfer and electric and gas service buildings and 
yards; public utility buildings, telephone exchange buildings, electrical 
transformer stations and substations, and gas regulator stations; water supply 
and sewage disposal plants; water and gas tank holders; railroad transfer and 
storage tracks; railroad rights-of-way; freight terminals; 

(4) Storage facilities for building materials, sand, gravel, stone, lumber, storage of 
contractor's equipment and supplies, provided such is enclosed within a 
building or within an obscuring solid wall or fence that meets the requirements 
of section 38-389 or section 38-393.on those sides abutting all residential, 
office, or business districts, and on any yard abutting a public thoroughfare. In 
any "I-1" district, the extent of such fence or wall may be determined by the 
planning commission on the basis of usage. Such fence or wall shall not be 
less than five (5) feet in height, and may, depending on land usage, be 
required to be eight (8) feet in height. A chain link type fence, with heavy 
evergreen shrubbery inside of said fence, shall be considered to be an 
obscuring fence; 

(5) Municipal uses such as water treatment plants, and reservoirs, sewage 
treatment plants, and all other municipal buildings and uses, including outdoor 
storage; 

(6) Commercial kennels;  
(7) Greenhouses; 
(8) Other uses of a similar and no more objectionable character to the above 

uses; 
(9) Accessory buildings and uses customarily incident to any of the above 

permitted uses; 
(10) Residential structures existing as of January 1, 2012. 
(11) A marihuana provisioning center, grower, processor, safety compliance 

facility or secure transporter as authorized by the city's medical marihuana 
facilities licensing — police power authorizing ordinance. 
a. Any uses or activities found by the state or a court with jurisdiction to be 

unconstitutional or otherwise not permitted by state law may not be 
permitted by the city. In the event that a court with jurisdiction declares 
some or this entire article invalid, then the city may suspend the 
acceptance of applications for medical marihuana facilities licenses 
pending the resolution of the legal issue in question. 

b. The use or facility must be at all times in compliance with all other 
applicable laws and ordinances of the city and state. 

c. The city may suspend or revoke a medical marihuana facilities license 
based on the finding that the provisions of the Medical Marihuana Facilities 



Licensing Act, all other applicable provisions of this zoning ordinance, the 
city's police power authorizing ordinance, or the approved site plan are not 
met. 

d. A marihuana facility, or activities associated with the licensed growing, 
processing, testing, transporting, or sales of marihuana, may not be 
permitted as a home business or accessory use nor may they include 
accessory uses except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

e. Signage requirements for marihuana facilities, unless otherwise specified, 
are as provided in chapter 26 — signs. 

(12) Marihuana growers and marihuana processors shall be subject to the 
following standards: 
a. Minimum yard depth/distance from lot lines. Minimum yard depth/distance 

from lot lines shall adhere to measurement requirements as listed in article 
XVI — schedule of regulations for each zoning designation as listed. 

b. Indoor growing and processing. In the I-1 light industrial district, marihuana 
growing shall be located entirely within a fully enclosed, secure, indoor 
facility or greenhouse with rigid walls, a roof, and doors. Marihuana 
processing shall be located entirely within one (1) or more completely 
enclosed buildings. 

c. Maximum building floor space. The following maximum building floor space 
shall apply in the I-1 light industrial district: 
1. If only a portion of a building is authorized for use in marihuana growing 

or processing, a partition wall at least seven (7) feet in height, or a 
height as required by the applicable building codes, whichever is 
greater, shall separate the marihuana growing or processing space from 
the remainder of the building. A partition wall must include a door, 
capable of being closed and locked, for ingress and egress between the 
marihuana growing or processing space and the remainder of the 
building. 

d. Lighting. Lighting shall be regulated as follows: 
1. Light cast by light fixtures inside any building used for marihuana 

growing or marihuana processing shall not be visible outside the 
building from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. the following day. 

2. Outdoor marihuana grow lights shall not be illuminated from 7:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 a.m. the following day. 

e. Odor. As used in this subsection, building means the building, or portion 
thereof, used for marihuana growing or marihuana processing. 
1. The building shall be equipped with an activated carbon filtration system 

for odor control to ensure that air leaving the building through an 
exhaust vent first passes through an activated carbon filter. 

2. The filtration system shall consist of one (1) or more fans and activated 
carbon filters. At a minimum, the fan(s) shall be sized for cubic feet per 
minute (CFM) equivalent to the volume of the building (length multiplied 
by width multiplied by height) divided by three (3). The filter(s) shall be 
rated for the applicable CFM. 



3. The filtration system shall be maintained in working order and shall be 
in use. The filters shall be changed a minimum of once every three 
hundred sixty-five (365) days. 

4. Negative air pressure shall be maintained inside the building. 
5. Doors and windows shall remain closed, except for the minimum length 

of time needed to allow people to ingress or egress the building. 
6. An alternative odor control system is permitted if the applicant submits 

and the municipality accepts a report by a mechanical engineer licensed 
in the state of Michigan demonstrating that the alternative system will 
control odor as well or better than the activated carbon filtration system 
otherwise required. The municipality may hire an outside expert to 
review the alternative system design and advise as to its comparability 
and whether in the opinion of the expert it should be accepted. 

f. Security cameras. Security cameras must be used and shall be directed to 
record only the subject property and may not be directed to public rights-of-
way as applicable, except as required to comply with licensing 
requirements of the state. Recordings shall be kept for ninety (90) days. 

(Code 1977, § 5.58; Ord. No. 499, 2-16-93; Ord. No. 721, § 5, 4-18-11; Ord. No. 729, 
§ 1, 2-6-12; Ord. No. 793, § 7, 7-2-18) 

 



ARTICLE XIV. - I-2 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 

Sec. 38-312. - Principal uses permitted. 

In an I-2 district, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be erected except for one 
(1) or more of the following specified uses unless otherwise provided in this chapter: 

(1) Any principal use first permitted in an I-1 district; 
(2) Onsite heating and electric power generating plants using conventional fuels or 

renewable resources; 
(3) Gasoline or petroleum storage; 
(4) Railroad yards; 
(5) Any of the following production or manufacturing uses (not including storage of finished 

products) provided that they are located not less than eight hundred (800) feet distant 
from any residential district and not less than three hundred (300) feet distant from any 
other district: 

a. Junkyards, provided such are entirely enclosed within a building or within an eight 
(8) foot obscuring wall the site meets Sec. 38-389 wall requirements and provided 
further that one property line abuts a railroad right-of-way. 

(6) Foundry operations within a closed building; 
(7) Any other use which shall be determined by the council after recommendation from the 

planning commission, to be of the same general character as the above permitted uses in 
this section. The council may impose any required setbacks and/or performance 
standards so as to ensure public health, safety and general welfare; 

(8) Accessory buildings and uses customarily incident to any of the above permitted uses. 
 

Additional uses allowed by special use permit: 

(1) Grain elevators; 
(2) Any of the following production or manufacturing uses (not including storage of finished 

products) provided that they are located not less than eight hundred (800) feet distant 
from any residential district and not less than three hundred (300) feet distant from any 
other district: 

a. Incineration of garbage or refuse when conducted within an approved and 
enclosed incinerator plant; 

b. Blast furnace, steel furnace, blooming or rolling mill; 
c. Manufacture of corrosive acid or alkali, cement, lime, gypsum or plaster of Paris; 
d. Petroleum or other inflammable liquids, production or refining; 
e. Smelting of copper, iron or zinc ore. 

(Code 1977, § 5.63; Ord. No. 768, § 1, 6-15-15) 

 



Sec. 38-389. - Walls. 
(a) For those use districts and uses listed below, there shall be provided and 

maintained on those sides abutting or adjacent to a residential district, or a 
single-family detached residential use, an obscuring wall as required below, 
except otherwise required in subsection (d): 

Use Requirements 

(1) P-1 Vehicular parking district—Four (4) foot six (6) inch high wall. Off-street 
parking area (other than P-1 districts) four (4) foot six (6) inch high wall. 

(2) B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, and OS-1 districts—Four (4) foot, six (6) inch high wall. 
(3) I-1 and I-2 districts—Open storage areas, loading or unloading areas, 

service areas—Four (4) foot, six (6) inch to eight (8) foot high wall or fence. 
Wall Hheight shall be one (1) foot above the height of the open storage 
items, piles, etc. provide the most complete obscuring possible. See 
subsection (d) of this section. 

(4) Auto wash. Drive-in restaurants—Six (6) foot high wall. 
(5) Utility buildings, stations and/or substations—Six (6) foot high wall. 

(b) Required walls shall be located on the lot line except where underground 
utilities interfere and except in instances where this chapter requires 
conformance with front yard setback lines in abutting residential districts. Upon 
review of the site plan, the board of appeals or planning commission may 
approve an alternate location for the wall or may waive the wall requirement if 
in specific cases it would not serve the purposes of screening the area 
effectively. Required walls may, upon approval of the board of appeals, be 
located on the opposite side of an alley right-of-way from a nonresidential 
zone that abuts a residential zone when mutually agreeable to affected 
property owners. The continuity of the required wall on a given block will be a 
major consideration of the board of appeals in reviewing such request. 

(c) Such walls and screening barrier shall have no openings for vehicular traffic or 
other purposes, except as otherwise provided in this chapter and except such 
openings as may be approved by the police chief and the building inspector. 
All walls herein required shall be constructed of materials approved by the 
building inspector to be durable, weather resistant, rust proof and easily 
maintained. Masonry walls may be constructed with openings which do not in 
any square section (height and width) exceed twenty (20) percent of the 
surface. Where walls are so pierced, the openings shall be so spaced as to 
maintain the obscuring character required, and shall not reduce the minimum 
height requirement. The arrangement of the openings shall be reviewed and 
approved by the building inspector. 

(d) The requirement for an obscuring wall between off-street parking areas, 
outdoor storage areas, and any abutting residential district, or single family 
detached residential use, shall not be required when such areas are located 
more than two hundred (200) feet distant from such abutting residential 
district. 

(e)(d) The board of appeals or planning commission may waive or modify the 
foregoing requirements where cause can be shown that no good purpose 



would be served, provided that in no instance shall a required wall be 
permitted to be less than four (4) feet six (6) inches in height, except where 
section 38-388 applies. In certain consideration of request to waive wall 
requirements between nonresidential and residential districts, or single-family 
detached residential use, the planning commission shall determine or the 
board shall refer the request to the planning commission to determine whether 
or not the residential district or single-family detached residential use, is 
considered to be an area in transition and will become nonresidential in the 
future. In such cases as the planning commission determines the residential 
district or single-family detached residential use, to be a future nonresidential 
area, the board or commission may temporarily waive wall requirements for an 
initial period not to exceed twelve (12) months. Granting of subsequent 
waivers shall be permitted, provided that the planning commission shall make 
a determination as hereinbefore described, for each subsequent waiver prior 
to the granting of such waiver. 

(Code 1977, § 5.89; Ord. No. 440, § 1, 1-6-86) 

 



Sec. 38-393. - Fences and hedges. 
(a) A fence is defined as any partition, structure or gate that is erected as a 

dividing marker, barrier or enclosure (excluding hedges as defined below). 
(b) A hedge is defined as any bush, shrub or any living green screen of any 

nature that serves as a dividing marker, barrier or enclosure. 
(c) Regulations applicable to R-1, R-2, RM-1, RM-2, OS-1, B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, C-

OS, and P-1. 
(1) A fence shall not exceed six (6) feet in height in the rear or side lot of any 

parcel; 
(2) Front yard fences or hedges must be less than fifty (50) percent solid, 

impervious, or of an obscuring nature above a height of thirty (30) inches 
above the curb or centerline of the street, and not exceed four (4) feet in 
total height; 

(3) Fences and hedges in front yards that function as exterior side yards must 
follow front yard restrictions unless the fence or hedge is installed or 
planted at least nineteen (19) feet back from the right-of-way line or follows 
the building line of the nearest legal structure. All such fences and hedges 
must meet clear vision requirements for streets, driveways, and sidewalks. 

(4) No fence or hedge shall extend across property lines; 
(5) The finished side of any fence shall face away from the property on which 

the fence is located; 
(6) No portion of any fence shall be constructed with or contain barbed wire, 

electric current or charge of electricity, glass, spikes or other sharp 
protruding objects; 

(7) Fences must be maintained so as not to endanger life or property. Any 
fence which, through lack of maintenance or type of construction which will 
obstruct vision so to create a hazard to vehicular traffic or pedestrians upon 
the public streets and/or sidewalks shall be deemed a nuisance; 

(8) Fences shall not be constructed, in whole or in part, with any of the 
following materials: 
a. Junk or other debris. 
b. Scrap building materials or metals. 
c. Organic materials known to be poisonous or hazardous to human or 

animal life. 
d. Other materials which may be deemed unsafe to person or property by 

the zoning administrator or building official. 
(9) No hedge shall be constructed with noxious weeds or grasses, as defined 

by PA 359 of 1941, being MCL 247.62. 
(10) Screening walls are required as prescribed in section 38-389. 

(d) Regulations applicable to industrial districts. 
(1) Fences, walls and screens are permitted in the required front, side and rear 

lots provided they do not exceed six (6) feet in the front yard and eight (8) 
feet in the side and rear lots. To preserve open space and aesthetic 
character in the front yard, fences higher than four (4) feet must be setback 
two (2) feet for each additional foot above four (4) feet and all front yard 
fences must be black vinyl chain link or decorative in nature. 



(2) Industrial district uses with open storage areas, loading or unloading areas, 
service areas shall provide and maintain on those sides abutting or 
adjacent to a residential district, or a single-family detached residential use,   
a solid fence not to exceed eight (8) foot high. The fence height shall be 
one (1) foot above the height of the open storage items, piles, etc.  A solid 
gate shall also be provided to screen the open storage from the right of 
way. 

 
(1)(3) Except as provided below, barbed wire strands and noncoated or 

decorative chain link are permitted on fences six (6) feet or higher on 
industrial parcels with the barbed wire tilted in toward the fenced parcel. 
Barbed wire is not permitted in the front yard except for those located on 
McMillan Ave, Industrial Drive, South Street, and Aiken Road. 

(2)(4) On any corner lot, no fence, wall or screen, whether structural or 
botanical, shall be more than thirty (30) inches above the curb or the 
centerline of the street pavement, or within twenty-five (25) feet of the 
intersection of the two (2) right-of-way lines, so as to interfere with 
motorists' vision across the corner. 

(3)(5) Screening walls are required as prescribed in section 38-389. 
(e) The zoning administrator or building official may require removal, 

reconstruction, or repair of any fence or wall which, in their judgment is 
dilapidated, unsafe, or a threat to the health, safety and welfare of the 
residents of the City of Owosso. 

(f) A permit shall be required for new fence construction, with a fee to be 
prescribed by resolution of the council. 

(Ord. No. 745, §§ 1, 3, 8-19-13) 

Editor's note— Ord. No. 745, §§ 1, 3, adopted Aug. 19, 2013, repealed § 38-393, and 
enacted a new § 38-393 as herein set out. Former § 38-393 pertained to fences, walls, 
or screens, and derived from the 1977 Code, §§ 8.202—8.207; Ord. No. 436, § 
1(5.92(a)), adopted Sept. 16, 1985; Ord. No. 524, § 1, adopted March 20, 1995; and 
Ord. No. 626, § 1, adopted March 17, 2003. 

Cross reference— Corner clearance, § 38-388. 
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Chapter 26 - SIGNS  
 
ARTICLE I. – MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE  
 
Sec. 26-1. - Adoption of Michigan Building Code. 
  

The current edition of the Michigan Building Code shall be in full force and effect in the 
City as if set out fully herein.  Complete printed copies of the code are available for public use 
and inspection at the office of the city clerk. 
 
Secs. 26-2, 26-4. - Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE II I. - IN GENERAL 
  
Sec. 26-51. – Short title. 
  

This ordinance shall be known as and may be cited as the City of Owosso Sign 
Ordinance. 
 
Sec. 26-62. - Purpose. 
 
 The purpose of this article is to regulate signs and to minimize outdoor advertising within 
the city so as to protect public safety, health and welfare; minimize abundance and size of signs 
to reduce visual clutter, motorist distraction, and loss of sight distance; promote public 
convenience; preserve property values; support and complement land use objectives as set 
forth in the City of Owosso Master Plan and this article; and enhance the aesthetic appearance 
and quality of life within the city. The standards contained herein are intended to be content 
neutral. 
 
 These objectives are accomplished by establishing the minimum amount of regulations 
necessary concerning the size, placement, construction, illumination, and other aspects of signs 
in the city so as to: 
 

a.1. Recognize that the proliferation of signs is unduly distracting to motorists and non-
motorized travelers, reduces the effectiveness of signs directing and warning the 
public, causes confusion, reduces desired uniform traffic flow, and creates potential 
for accidents. 

b.2. Prevent signs that are potentially dangerous to the public due to structural 
deficiencies or disrepair. 

c.3. Reduce visual pollution and physical obstructions caused by a proliferation of signs 
which would diminish the city's image, property values and quality of life. 

d. Recognize that the principal intent of commercial signs, to meet the purpose of these 
standards and serve the public interest, should be for identification of an establishment 
on the premises, and not for advertising special events, brand names, or off-premises 
activities; alternative channels of advertising communication and media are available 
for advertising which do not create visual blight and compromise traffic safety. 

e.4. Enable the public to locate goods, services and facilities without excessive difficulty 
and confusion by restricting the number and placement of signs. 

aecyphert
Text Box
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f. Prevent placement of signs which will conceal or obscure signs of adjacent uses. 

g. Protect the public right to receive messages, especially noncommercial messages such 
as religious, political, economic, social, philosophical and other types of information 
protected by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 

h. The regulations and standards of this article are considered the minimum necessary 
to achieve a substantial government interest for public safety, aesthetics, protection 
of property values, and are intended to be content neutral. 

5. Allow for adequate and effective signage for business identification and other 
commercial speech, non-commercial speech, and dissemination of public information, 
including but not limited to, public safety information and notification as may be 
required by law. 

i.6. Prevent off-premises signs from conflicting with other allowed land uses. 

j.7. Maintain and improve the image of the city by encouraging signs of consistent size 
which are compatible with and complementary to related buildings and uses, and 
harmonious with their surroundings. 

k. Prohibit portable commercial signs in recognition of their significant negative impact 
on traffic safety and aesthetics. 

8. Preserve and enhance the image of the City city's Central Business District. 

9. To prohibit all signs not expressly permitted by this chapter. 

10. To provide for the permitting of signage and the enforcement of the provisions of this 
chapter. 

11. Permit signs containing noncommercial speech are permitted anywhere that 
advertising or business signs are permitted, subject to the same regulations 
applicable to such signs. 

 
 
Sec. 26-7. - Applicability; effect and scope. 

 
A sign may be erected, placed, established, painted, created, or maintained in the city 

only in conformance with the standards, procedures, exemptions, and other requirements of this 
chapter.  

 
The effect of the chapter as more specifically set forth herein, is:  
 

a. To establish a permit system to allow a variety of types of signs in commercial and 
industrial zones, and a limited variety of signs in other zones, subject to the standards 
and the permit procedures of this chapter.  

b. To allow signs that are small unobtrusive, and incidental to the principal use of the 
respective lots on which they are located, subject to the substantive requirements of this 
chapter, but without a requirement for permits.  

c. To provide for temporary signs without commercial messages in limited circumstances in 
the public right-of-way.  

d. To prohibit all signs not expressly permitted by this chapter. 

e. To provide for the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. 
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Sec. 26-3. – Reserved. 
Sec. 26-84. -  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE III II. - DEFINITIONS  

 
Sec. 26-95. - Sign definitions. 

 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this article, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning. 

 
Abandoned sign. Any sign which is still on the premises six (6) months after a 

business ceases to operate or moves from the location.  

Address sign: Address numbers attached to the building or sign which are readily 
visible from the street. 

Administrator. The City Manager building official or his designated representative 
within the building department City of Owosso. 

Alteration. Any construction or repair which significantly changes a sign, including 
additions or deletions to the sign structure. 

Accessory sign: A sign which pertains to the use of the premises on which it is located. 

Animated sign: A sign which uses lights, moving parts, or other means to depict 
action, create an image of a living creature or person, or create a special effect or scene. 

Awning: A roof like cover, typically constructed of 
canvas, vinyl or similar fabric stretched over a framework, 
that projects from the wall of the building for the purpose of 
shielding a doorway, a window, or pedestrians from the 
elements.  

Awning or canopy sign: A non-rigid fabric 
marquee or awning-type structure which is attached to the 
building by supporting framework, which includes a 
business identification message, symbol and/or logo. See 
"wall sign.'' A permanent sign painted on, printed on, or 
attached flat against the surface of an awning.  

Balloon sign: A type of portable sign filled with air 
or gas.  

Banner: A fabric, plastic or other sign made of non-rigid material without enclosing 
structural framework.  National flags, state or municipal flags, or the official flag of any 
institution or business shall not be considered banner signs. 

Billboard: A sign separate from a premises erected for the purpose of advertising a 
product, event, person, or subject not related to the premises on which the sign is located. 
Permitted off-premises directional signs shall not be considered billboards for the purpose of 
this article. 

Building marker. Any sign indicating the name of a building and date of construction 
and incidental information about its construction, which sign is typically cut into a masonry 
surface and part of the building wall construction. or made of bronze or other permanent 

Sweet Treats Shop 
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material. 

Barber pole sign: A permanent sign attached to the building in a vertical cylinder 
shape with moving and/or alternating colors. 

Business or campus center: A grouping of two or more buildings on one or more 
parcels of property which may share parking, access and are linked by ownership giving the 
appearance of a unified grouping of uses.  

Business center: A grouping of two or more business establishments on one or more 
parcels of property which may share parking and access and are linked architecturally or 
otherwise present the appearance of a unified grouping of businesses. A business center shall 
be considered one use for the purposes of determining the maximum number of ground signs. 
An automobile or vehicle dealership shall be considered a business center regardless of the 
number or type of models  or  makes available, however, used vehicle sales shall be 
considered a separate use in determining the maximum number of signs, provided that the 
used vehicle sales section of the lot includes at least 25 percent of the available sales area. 

Changeable message sign: A sign on which the message is changed mechanically, 
electronically or manually, including time/temperature signs; also called menu board, reader 
board or bulletin board. A sign on which the message is changed mechanically, electronically 
or manually. The elements may be internally illuminated or may be illuminated by reflected 
light. The sign may be framed by permanent, nonmoving signage. Reference Electronic 
message sign (EMS) definition. 

Combination sign. Any sign which combines the characteristics of two (2) or more 
signs.  

Community special event sign: Signs and banners, including decorations and 
displays celebrating a traditionally-accepted patriotic or religious holiday, or special municipal, 
school or other non-profit activities. 

Construction sign: A temporary sign identifying the name(s) of project owners, 
contractors, developers, realtors representing developers, architects, designers, engineers, 
landscape architects, and financiers of a project being constructed or improved; and not 
including any advertising of any product or announcement of availability of leasing space. 

Directional sign: A sign which assists motorists in determining or confirming a correct 
route such as, enter, exit and parking signs. Business identification or logo on such a sign is 
considered and calculated as part of the allowable square footage for a ground sign. 

Display time: The amount of time a message and/or graphic is displayed on an 
Electronic Message Sign. 

Double faced sign: Signs with two parallel or nonparallel sign surfaces not more than 
24 inches apart at any point on the opposite face.  

 

Downtown 
Historic District 
boundary:  As shown in 
the map.  

Electronic 
message sign (EMS): A 
sign or portion of a sign, 
that displays an 
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electronic image or video, which may or may not include text, including any sign or portion of a 
sign that uses changing lights or similar forms of electronic display such as LED to form a sign 
message with text and or images wherein the sequence of messages and the rate of change is 
electronically programmed and can be modified by electronic processes. This definition includes 
without limitation television screens, plasma screens, digital screens, flat screens, LED displays, 
video boards, and holographic displays.  

Fade: A mode of message transition on an Electronic Message Sign accomplished by 
varying the light intensity, where the first message gradually reduces intensity to the point of not 
being legible and the subsequent message gradually increases intensity to the point of legibility. 

Feather or flutter sign: Any sign that is comprised of material that is suspended or 
attached in such a manner to a pole or stake as to attract attention by waving, moving or 
fluttering from natural wind currents. It also includes similar signs that do not move or flutter. 

Festoon: A string of ribbons, tinsel, small flags, pinwheels, streamer, pennants, 
balloons or lights, typically strung overhead in loops. 

Flag. Any fabric, banner, or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns, or symbols 
used as a symbol of a government, political subdivision, or other entity. Any sign printed or 
painted on cloth, plastic, canvas, or other like material with distinctive colors, patterns, or 
symbols attached to a pole or staff and anchored along only one edge or supported or 
anchored at only two corners. 

Flashing sign: A sign which contains an intermittent or sequential flashing light source. 

Freestanding sign: A sign which is erected upon or supported by the ground, 
including "pole or pylon signs" and "ground signs." 

Gasoline price sign: A sign which is used to advertise the price of gasoline. In the 
event that the brand identification sign is attached to or is a part of the sign advertising price, 
that portion of the sign used for advertising price shall be considered the gasoline price sign. 

Gas station canopy: A freestanding, open-air structure constructed for the purpose of 
shielding service station islands from the elements. 

Gas station canopy sign: Any sign that is part of, or attached to, the vertical sides of 
the gas station canopy roof structure.  

Ground or monument sign: A three-
dimensional, self-supporting, base-mounted 
freestanding identification sign, consisting of two or 
more sides extending up from the base, and upon 
which a message, business, group of businesses or center name is affixed. A sign extending 
upward from grade that is attached to a permanent foundation for a distance of not less than 
50 percent of its length, and which may be attached or dependent for support from any pole, 
posts, or similar uprights provided such supports are concealed within the sign structure 

Identification sign. Also a "nameplate" sign or "information" sign with only name and 
address of occupant on the sign bearing no advertising message or logo.  

Illegal sign: A sign which does not meet the requirements of this article and does not 
have legal nonconforming status.  

Illuminated sign. Any sign that provides artificial light directly on or through any 
transparent or translucent material, from a source of light connected with such sign, or a sign 
illuminated by a light with a source so obscured and shielded that no direct rays from it are 
visible from a public right-of-way or from an abutting property.  

Sweet 
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Incidental sign: A small sign, emblem, or decal informing the public of goods, facilities, 
or services available on the premises. Examples of incidental signs include credit card signs, 
signs indicating the hours of business, no smoking signs, signs used to designate bathrooms, 
and signs providing information on credit cards and business affiliations. 

Integral sign: A memorial sign or commemorative tablet which contains names of 
buildings, dates of erection, and monumental citations. 

Luminous tube: See "neon" and "outline tubing sign." 

Inflatable sign: A sign that is an air-inflated object, which may be of various shapes, 
made of flexible fabric, resting on the ground or structure and equipped with a portable blower 
motor that provides a constant flow of air into the device. 

Institutional uses:  Meaning a use by public or quasi- public institution such as a 
religious organization, church, nonprofit organization, academic institution, library or hospital. 

Mansard: A sloped roof or roof-like façade. Signs mounted on the face of a mansard 
roof shall be considered wall  roof signs. 

Maintenance. For the purposes of this chapter, the cleaning, painting, repair or 
replacement of defective parts of a sign in a manner that does not alter the basic copy, design, 
or structure of the sign.  

Marquee: A permanent 
roof-like structure or canopy, 
supported by and extending from 
the face of the building. A 
marquee sign is a sign attached 
to or supported by a marquee 
structure.  

Marquee sign: A 
permanent sign attached to any 
part of  a marquee other than the 
roof. 

Menu board, reader 
board, or bulletin board: See "changeable message sign."  

Menu board sign: A sign oriented to the drive through lane for a restaurant that 
advertises the menu available from the drive through window. 

Moving sign: A sign in which the sign itself, or any portion of the sign, moves or 
revolves. A "rotating sign" is a type of moving sign. This definition does not include 
"changeable message signs." 

Mural: A design or representation which is painted or drawn on the exterior surface of 
a structure and which does not advertise a business, product, service, or activity. 

Nameplate: A nonelectric, on-premises identification sign giving only the name, 
address, and/or occupation of an occupant or group of occupants. 

Neon sign: See "outline tubing sign." 

Nonconforming sign: A sign that does not comply with the size, placement, 
construction or other standards or regulations of this article, but were lawfully established prior 
to its adoption. Signs for which the zoning board of appeals has granted a variance are exempt 
and shall not be defined as nonconforming. 
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Obsolete sign: A sign that advertises a product that is no longer made or that 
advertises a business that has closed. 

Off-premises sign: A sign which identifies a use or advertises products and services 
not available on the site or parcel on which the sign is located; a sign which directs travelers or 
provides a message unrelated to the site on which the sign is located, e.g. billboards. 

On-premises sign: A sign providing the address and name of owner of a parcel of 
land; a sign advertising a business, service or product sold or produced on the same site or 
parcel. 

Outline tubing sign: A sign consisting of glass tubing, filled with a gas such as neon, 
which glows when electric current is sent through it. See "neon" and "luminous tube". A sign 
consisting of glass tubing, filled with a gas such as neon, which glows when electric current is 
sent through it including neon and luminous tube.  Outline tubing signs shall also apply to signs 
consisting of LED tubing.  Accent lighting not spelling words shall not be considered signage. 

Owosso Historic District Commission:  Formed in the fall of 2010, this regulatory 
commission is responsible for reviewing all applications for exterior work that is completed in 
within the Downtown Historic District Commission (HDC) boundaries. 

Owner. A person regarded as such on city tax records, or a tenant of the premises so 
designated by the administrator.  

Parapet: The extension of a false front or wall above a roof line. Signs mounted on the 
face of a parapet shall be considered wall signs.  

Pennant. Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other 
material whether or not containing a message of any kind, 
suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in series, 
designed to move in the wind. A flag or banner that tapers to 
a point. 

Pole sign: A sign supported on the ground by a pole, 
braces, and not attached to any building or other structure.  

Permanent sign: A sign designed to be installed 
permanently in the ground or wall of a building that is 
constructed out of durable materials.  a minimum of 42 
inches deep by use of a steel post, wood post or other 
appropriate materials. 

Political sign: A temporary sign used in connection with local, state, or  national  
elections  or referendums. 

Portable sign: A sign designed to be moved from place to place, whether or not it is 
permanently attached to the ground or structure. This includes hot-air and gas-filled balloons, 
banners, pennants, streamers, festoons, ribbons, tinsel, pinwheels, nongovernment flags, and 
searchlights; but excludes political signs, real estate signs, construction signs, permanent 
changeable message signs, and regulatory/government signs. A temporary sign designed to 
be moved from place to place by wheels, whether or not it is attached to the ground or a 
structure.  Portable may include changeable signage area. 

Poster panel sign: A type of temporary sign that is used to draw attention to matters 
that are temporary in nature, such as price changes or sales. "A" frame or sandwich signs are 
types of poster panel signs. 

Premises. The contiguous land in the same ownership or control which is not divided 

Pole 
Signs 

Sweet 
Treats 
Shop 



8 

by a public street.  

Principal building. The building in which is conducted the principal use of the zone lot 
on which it is located. Zone lots with multiple principal uses may have multiple principal 
buildings, but storage buildings, garages, and other clearly 
accessory uses shall not be considered principal buildings.  

Programmable display sign. An animated sign, including 
LED's, made up of a field of individual electronic elements or 
mechanical grids that, when programmed and activated, create 
still or moving images or words. The elements may be internally 
illuminated or may be illuminated by reflected light. The sign may 
be framed by permanent, nonmoving signage.  

Projecting sign: A sign, other than a wall sign, that is 
affixed to any building or wall and whose leading edge extends 
more than 12 inches beyond such building or wall.  

Public sign: A sign erected in the public interest by or 
upon orders from a city, state, or federal public official. Examples 
of public signs include: legal notices, safety signs, traffic signs,  memorial plaques, signs of 
historical interest, and similar signs. 

Pylon or pole sign: A sign supported on the ground by a pole, braces, or monument, 
and not attached to any building or other structure. 

Real estate development sign: A sign that is designed to promote the sale or rental of 
lots, homes, or building space in a real estate development (such as a subdivision or shopping 
center) which is under construction on the parcel on which the sign is located. 

Real estate open house sign: Temporary signs which advertise and direct the public 
to an open house for a building which is available for sale or lease, with the event held on a 
specific day. 

Real estate sign: An on-premises temporary sign advertising the property or 
structure's availability for sale or lease. 

Regulatory sign: A sign installed by a public agency to direct traffic flow, regulate 
traffic operations and provide information in conformance with the Michigan Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices. 

Residential entranceway sign: A sign which marks the entrance to a subdivision, 
apartment complex, condominium development, or other residential development. 

Roof line: The top edge of a roof or building parapet, whichever is higher, excluding 
cupolas, pylons, chimneys, or similar minor projections. 

Roof sign: Any sign that extends above the roofline or is erected over the surface of the 
roof. A temporary sign or permanent sign erected upon, against, or directly above a roof or on 
top of or above the parapet of a building, or signs where any portion of the sign extends above 
the roof of the building where the sign is located. 

Rotating sign: See "moving sign." 

Sandwich board sign: A temporary sign containing two 
separate faces which are attached to one another at the top by 
one or more hinges or fasteners and which when placed upon the 
ground will stand upright without any additional support. 

Right of Way 
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Sign: Any device, structure, fixture, figure, symbol, banner, pennant, flag, balloon, logo, 
or placard consisting of written copy, symbols, logos and/or graphics, designed for the purpose 
of bringing attention to, identifying or advertising an establishment, product, goods, services, or 
other message to the general public. Unless otherwise indicated, the definition of "sign" 
includes interior and exterior signs which are visible from any public street, sidewalk, alley, 
park, or public property, but not signs which are primarily visible to and directed at persons 
within the premises upon which the sign is located. A sign means any structure or wall or other 
object used for the display of any message, and includes but is not limited to any bill, poster, 
placard, handbill, flyer, painting, balloon, streamer or other similar object in any form 
whatsoever which may contains printed or written matter in words, symbols, or pictures, or in 
any combination thereof attached to or affixed to the ground or any structure. 

Temporary sign: A sign not constructed or intended for long-term use. Examples of 
temporary signs include signs which announce a coming attraction, a new building under 
construction, a community or civic project, or other special events that occur for a limited 
period of time such as a garage or estate sale. A sign constructed of paper, cloth, canvas, 
plastic, cardboard, wall board, plywood, or other like material that are constructed for limitied 
time use, lack a permanent foundation or mounting or is determined by the Ordinance Enforcer 
to be displayed for a limited time.   

Time and temperature sign: Signs which display the current time and/or temperature 
only. 

Vehicle sign: Signs affixed to a parked vehicle or truck trailer which is being used 
principally for advertising purposes, rather than for transportation purposes. Signs affixed to a 
parked vehicle or truck trailer which is being used principally for advertising purposes. This 
does not include the use of business logos, identification or advertising on vehicles primarily 
and actively used for business purposes and/or 
personal transportation on a daily basis.  

Wall sign: A sign attached parallel to and 
extending not more than 12 inches from the wall of a 
building. Painted signs, signs which consist of 
individual letters, cabinet signs, and signs mounted on the 
face of a mansard roof shall be considered wall signs. 
Permanent signs, which are not affixed directly to a 
window or are positioned next to a window so that 
they are visible from the outside, shall also be 
considered wall signs. 

Westown boundary: As 
shown in the map.  
  

Sweet Treats Shop Wall Sign 
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Window sign: A sign located in or on a window 
which is intended to be viewed from the outside.  This 
includes tv or computer screens placed in the window 
visable from the outside Permanent window signs which are 
not affixed directly to a window or are positioned next to a 
window so that they are visible from the outside shall be 
considered wall signs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sec. 26-10. - Reserved.  
 
ARTICLE IV III. - GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 
Sec. 26-6. Applicability; effect and scope. 

 
The regulations of this chapter shall apply to all signs visible from a public right-of-way, 

private road, public park or residentially zoned property located within the City of Owosso. 
 
 
Sec. 26-117. – Permits required and fees. Sign permits. 
  

It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, re-erct, make an alteration, or relocate any 
sign unless a permit shall have been first obtained from the administrator, and a permit fee paid 
in accordance with the schedule adopted by resolution of the city council.  Electrical signs shall, 
in addition, require an electrical permit. 

All signs are subject to the general and specific regulations of this chapter whether they 
require a permit or not.  Any sign permitted under the ordinance may contain either a 
commercial or noncommercial message. 
 

1. Any signs within the Downtown Historic District shall meet and be reviewed for all 
requirements of the Owosso Historic District Commission prior to submittal of a 
permit to the City of Owosso.  
 

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, re-erect, change panels, make an 
alteration, or relocate any sign unless a permit shall have been first obtained from 
the administrator, and a permit fee paid in accordance with the schedule adopted by 
resolution of the city council.  Electrical signs shall, in addition, require an electrical 
permit. 
 

3. Applications for sign permits and the appropriate nonrefundable fee shall be made 
upon forms provided by the building department for this purpose and in accordance 
with application specifications published by the administrator. These specifications 
shall be as complete in form as necessary for evaluation of the sign in relationship to 
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the requirements of this chapter.  
 

4. Within ten (10) days of receiving an application for a sign permit, the administrator 
shall review it for completeness. If the administrator finds that it is complete, the 
application shall then be processed. If the administrator finds that it is incomplete, the 
administrator shall, within such ten (10) day period, send to the applicant a notice of 
the specific ways in which the application is deficient, with appropriate references to 
the applicable sections of this chapter. If it is discovered that the sign permit 
application contains any false information, the administrator may revoke the permit or 
deny the application, whichever is appropriate.  
 

5. The administrator shall issue a permit within ten (10) days of receipt of a valid 
application, provided that the sign complies with all applicable laws and regulations 
of the city. In all applications, where a matter of interpretation arises, the more 
specific definition or higher standard shall prevail.  
When a permit is denied, the administrator shall within ten (10) days, give a written 
notice to the applicant along with a brief statement of the reasons for denial, citing 
code sections and interpretation of possible nonconformity.  
 

6. Unless otherwise indicated, no person shall conceal any portion of such work until it 
has been inspected and approved by the administrator. The administrator shall 
inspect the work completed in conformance with the approved permit and applicable 
codes. If the construction is not complete within six months of the permit issuance 
date, the permit shall expire.  

 
 
Sec. 26-12. – Sign erector qualifications. 
  

The administrator shall evaluate, authorize or deny as a part of the permit the person 
assigned to the installing of, erecting, maintaining, repairing or altering a sign.  The authorization 
of the erector shall be based on the administrator’s evaluation of the direct experience of the 
person specified for the sign work.  Notwithstanding the previous sentences, a person does not 
undergo evaluation to install a nonelectrical sign, provided the sign does not exceed an area of 
thirty-two (32) fee, a height of seven (7) fee above grade, has no illumination, and no 
remuneration, monetary or otherwise, is involved.  
 
 
Sec. 26-13. - Application.  
 

Applications for sign permits and the appropriate nonrefundable fee shall be made upon 
forms provided by the building department for this purpose and in accordance with application 
specifications published by the administrator. These specifications shall be as complete in form 
as necessary for evaluation of the sign in relationship to the requirements of this chapter.  
 
Sec. 26-14. - Completeness.  
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Within ten (10) days of receiving an application for a sign permit, the administrator shall 
review it for completeness. If the administrator finds that it is complete, the application shall then 
be processed. If the administrator finds that it is incomplete, the administrator shall, within such 
ten (10) day period, send to the applicant a notice of the specific ways in which the application is 
deficient, with appropriate references to the applicable sections of this chapter. If it is discovered 
that the sign permit application contains any false information, the administrator may revoke the 
permit or deny the application, whichever is appropriate.  
 
Sec. 26-15. - Issuance and denial. 
  

The administrator shall issue a permit and permit sticker or tag for the erection, structural 
alteration, or relocation of a sign within ten (10) days of receipt of a valid application, provided 
that the sign complies with all applicable laws and regulations of the city. In all applications, 
where a matter of interpretation arises, the more specific definition or higher standard shall 
prevail.  

 
When a permit is denied, the administrator shall within ten (10) days, give a written notice to 

the applicant along with a brief statement of the reasons for denial, citing code sections and 
interpretation of possible nonconformity.  
 
Sec. 26-16. - Inspection.  
 
 A person conducting or performing work covered by a permit required by this chapter 
shall notify the administrator when such work has commenced. Unless otherwise indicated, no 
person shall conceal any portion of such work until it has been inspected and approved by the 
administrator. The administrator shall cause an inspection of the zone lot for which each permit 
for a new sign or for modification of an existing sign is issued during the sixth month or at such 
earlier date as the owner may request. If the construction is not substantially complete at the 
time of a six month inspection, the permit shall lapse and become void. If the construction is 
complete, the administrator shall issue a certificate of completion to the owner and the erector. 
 
Sec. 26-17 8. - Signs exempt from permit regulations.  

 
The following signs shall be exempt from regulation under this ordinance:  
 

a. Any sign of a governmental unit required by a valid and applicable federal, state, or local 
law, regulation, or ordinance.  

b. Holiday lights and decorations on residential zone lots with no commercial message. 

c. Works of art of a noncommercial nature. 

d. Flags of any country, state, or unit of local government not causing a vision obstruction 
at intersections or flown at the top of a pole over thirty-five (35) feet in height. Any flag 
not meeting these conditions shall be subject to regulation as such.  

The following signs are exempted from permit requirements but must be in conformance 
with all other requirements of this chapter:  

1. Address signs 

2. Building marker 

3. Directional signs 
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4. Public signs and regulatory signs 

5. Temporary signs as detailed in this chapter 

6. Time and temperature signs  

7. Window signage 
 
 
Sec. 26-189. - Prohibited signs. 
 

The following signs are prohibited in all districts: 
 
a. Signs which obstruct free access or egress from any building, including those that 

obstruct any fire escape, required exit way, window, or door opening or that prevent 
free access to the roof by firefighters. 

b. Moving signs and signs having moving members or parts, excluding barber poles, and 
electronic poles. 

c. Signs using high intensity or flashing lights, festoons, spinners or other animated 
devices. 

d. Signs which in any way simulate or could be confused with the lighting of emergency 
vehicles or traffic signals; there shall be no flashing, oscillating or intermittent, or red, 
yellow, or green illumination on any sign located in the same line of vision as a traffic 
control system, nor interference with vision clearance along any highway, street, or 
road or at any intersection of two or more streets. 

e. Signs which obstruct or impair the vision of motorists or non-motorized travelers at any 
intersection, driveway, within a parking lot or loading area. 

f. Non-regulatory signs placed in any public right-of-way; attached to a utility pole; or 
affixed to a tree, street furniture, or waste receptacles. 

g. Roof signs unless specifically permitted elsewhere in this article. 

h. Portable signs, as defined, not provided for in this article. 

i. Pylon or pole signs not provided for in this article. 

j. Any sign or sign structure which: 

1. Is structurally unsafe. 

2. Constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate maintenance, 
dilapidation, or abandonment. 

3. Is capable of causing electric shock to person who come in contact with it. 

4. Is not kept in good repair, such that it has broken parts, missing letters, or 
nonoperational lights. 

k. Any sign which makes use of the words "stop", "look", or "danger", or any other words, 
phrases, symbols, or characters, in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead, or 
confuse traffic. 

 

1. Abandoned signs 

2. Balloon signs 
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3. Festoons 

4. Flashing signs 

5. Illegal signs 

6. Inflatable signs 

7. Moving signs excluding barber shop poles 

8. Obsolete signs 

9. Off-premise signs, unless otherwise specified in this chapter 

10. Outline tubing signs 

11. Pennants 

12. Portable signs 

13. Roof signs 

14. Vehicle signs 

15. Non-regulatory signs placed in any public right-of-way; attached to a utility pole; or 
affixed to a tree, street furniture, or waste receptacles. 

16. Any sign which simulates or imitates in size, color, lettering, or design, any traffic 
sign or signal or other word, phrase, symbol, or character in such a manner as to 
interfere with, mislead, or confuse the drivers of motorized vehicles. 

17. Signs which obstruct or impair the vision of motorists or non-motorized travelers at 
any intersection, driveway, within a parking lot or loading area. 

18. Signs which obstruct the minimum 5 feet of clearance required for Barrier Free 
accessibility. 

19. Signs which obstruct free access or egress from any building, including those that 
obstruct any fire escape, required exit way, window, or door opening or that 
prevent free access to the roof by firefighters 

 
Sec. 26-1910. - General standards for permitted signs. 
 

Signs which are permitted as accessory uses serving a commercial or informational 
purpose may be permitted subject to the requirements of this article; provided, that no such 
sign shall be erected or altered until approved by the building official/zoning administrator and 
until a sign permit has been issued pursuant to chapter 26 of the City of Owosso Code of 
Ordinances. 

 
a. Sign setbacks. 

1. All signs, unless otherwise provided for, shall be set back a minimum of ten feet 
from any public or private street right-of-way line or access drive in all districts. This 
distance shall be measured from the nearest edge of the sign, measured at a 
vertical line perpendicular to the ground to the right-of-way. 

2. Side yard setbacks for signs shall be the same as that required for the main 
structure or building, provided that all nonresidential signs shall be set back at least 
100 feet from any residential district. 

b. Location. Sign location to assure adequate sight distance. In order to ensure adequate 
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sight distance for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, a minimum clear vision area 
shall be maintained between a height of 24 inches and six feet within a triangular area 
measured 25 feet back from intersection of public right-of-way lines. Furthermore, signs 
shall not be permitted where they obstruct motorist vision of regulatory signs, traffic-
control devices or street signs. 

c. Design and construction. Signs, as permitted in the various zoning districts, shall be 
designed to be compatible with the character of building materials and landscaping to 
promote an overall unified and aesthetic effect in accordance with the standards set 
forth herein. Signs shall not be constructed from materials that are remnants or 
manufactured for a different purpose. New box sign panels with a white or tan 
background must be blackened internally so only the letters show when illuminated. 

d. Illumination. 

1. Signs may be illuminated, but only by steady, stationary, shielded light sources 
directed solely at the sign or internal to it. 

2. Use of glaring undiffused lights, bare bulbs, or flames is prohibited. 

3. Lighting shall be shielded and/or pointed downward so as not to project onto 
adjoining properties or thoroughfares. 

4. Underground wiring shall be required for all illuminated signs not attached to a 
building. 

e. Maintenance and construction. 

1. Every sign shall be constructed and maintained in a manner consistent with the 
Michigan Building Code provisions and maintained in good structural condition at all 
times. All signs shall be kept neatly painted, stained, sealed or preserved including 
all metal, wood or other materials used for parts and supports. 

2. All signs erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered or moved shall be constructed 
in such a manner and of such materials so that they shall be able to withstand wind 
pressure of at least 20 pounds per square foot or 75 mph. 

3. All signs, including any cables, guy wires, or supports shall have a minimum 
clearance of four feet from any electric fixture, street light, or other public utility pole 
or standard. 

f. Measurement. Measurement of allowable sign area (see Figure 26.1 Guidelines for 
Measuring Sign Face Square Footage below). 

1. The allowable area for signs shall be measured by calculating the square footage of 
the sign face and any frame or base of other material or color forming an integral 
part of the display or used to differentiate it from the background against which it is 
placed as measured by enclosing the most protruding points or edges of a sign 
within a parallelogram or rectangle. 

2. When a sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in 
calculating the area of the sign except that where two such faces are placed back to 
back, only larger face shall be considered, provided that both faces are part of the 
same structure, contain the same message and are separated by no more than two 
feet. 

3. For purposes of calculating sign area allowed as a wall sign, the wall sign square 
footage shall be determined by measuring a parallelogram (box) which includes the 
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portion of the canopy which contains a message, symbol and/or logo (examples are 
shown on the attached figures). 

4. When a sign consists solely of lettering or other sign elements printed, painted or 
mounted on a wall of a building without any distinguishing border, panel or 
background, the calculation for sign area shall be measured by enclosing the most 
protruding edges of the sign elements within a parallelogram or rectangle. 
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Guidelines for Measuring Sign Face Square Footage 
Figure 26.1 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sec. 26-20. – Off-Premise Signs. 
 

(a) Off-Premise Advertising.  
 
The regulation of off-premise signs is intended to enhance and protect community 

character and image by minimizing visual blight and pollution, and to minimize traffic safety 
hazards due to diversion of the driver’s attention and blockage of sight distances. Off-premise 

OWOSSO

OWOSS

OWOSSO 
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sign regulations address the location, size, height and related characteristics of such signs. 
 

1. Area and Height Limitations: No off-premise sign may be erected or maintained of a 
greater surface area than three hundred (300) square feet for each side of such sign. 
The top of the sign shall be no more than twenty-five (25) feet above the ground and 
the bottom of the sign shall be at least ten (10) feet above the ground. Double faced 
off-premise sign structures (i.e., structures having back-to-back faces) and V-type 
structures having only one face visible to traffic proceeding from any given direction 
on a street or highway shall be considered as one off-premise sign. 

2. Location: Static and digital off-premise signs may be erected only in the Industrial 
District. No off-premise sign may be erected or maintained within fifty (50) feet of 
street lines at any street intersection and shall have a minimum setback from the 
front property line of twenty-five (25) feet. No off-premise sign shall be installed or 
placed on top of, cantilevered or otherwise suspended above the roof of any building. 

3. Spacing: Off-premise signs shall be located no closer to one another than five 
hundred (500) feet. 

4. Illumination: An off-premise sign may be illuminated, provided such illumination is 
concentrated on the surface of the sign and is so located as to avoid glare or 
reflection onto any portion of an adjacent street or highway, into the path of 
oncoming vehicles, or on any adjacent premises. In no event shall any off-premise 
sign have flashing or intermittent lights, nor shall the lights be permitted to rotate or 
oscillate. 

5. Digital Off-Premise Signs: 

a) Rate of Change: The rate of change between static messages or images shall 
not exceed more than one (1) change per six (6) seconds. Each change shall be 
complete in one (1) second or less. 

b) Luminance: The maximum daylight sign luminance level shall not exceed 62,000 
candelas per meter squared at 40,000 lux illumination beginning ½ hour after 
sunrise and continuing until 1/2 hour before sunset and does not exceed 375 
candelas per meter squared at 4 lux illumination at all other times.  

c) Digital off-premise signs shall be configured to default to a static display in the 
event of mechanical failure. 

6. An off-premise sign must be constructed in such a fashion that it will withstand all 
wind and vibration forces which can normally be expected to occur in the vicinity.  An 
off-premise sign must be maintained so as to assure proper alignment of structure, 
continued structural soundness, and continued readability of the message(s). 

7. An off-premise sign established within an industrial area, as defined in the Highway 
Advertising Act of 1972 (1972 PA 106, as amended) bordering interstate highways, 
freeways or primary highways as defined in said Act shall, in addition to complying 
with the above conditions, also comply with all applicable provisions of said Act and 
the regulations promulgated thereunder. 
 

(b) Combination Off-Premise & On-Premise Electronic Message 
Boards. 

  
Digital signs which are used to advertise both on-premise and off-premise 
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establishments shall comply with the following regulations: 
 

1. A permanent, static on-premise primary sign must be in existence totaling at least 
twenty-five (25) percent of the allowable sign size in the district. The balance of the 
total allowable sign area may consist of the Combination Off-Premise/On-Premise 
Sign. 

2. The Combination Off-Premise/On-Premise Sign shall adhere to the regulations 
contained in. 

 

3. Digital messages may advertise the on-premise establishment. The balance of the 
messages may advertise off-premise establishments under the same ownership 
and/or public service announcements. 

4. Each message shall remain readable for at least six (6) seconds.  

5. Combination Off-Premise & On-Premise Digital Signs shall be spaced at least five 
hundred (500) feet apart in all Districts.  

6. Combination Off-Premise & On-Premise Digital Signs shall be allowed in the B-2, B-
3, B-4, I-1 and I-2 Districts. 

7. Combination Off-Premise/On-Premise Signs shall count toward the total sign area 
allowed for the property. 

(c) Off-Premise Directional Signs. 

1. Private Off-Premise Directional Signs: Private off-premise directional signs which 
provide directions to a commercial or industrial establishment which is not located on 
a primary street within the city shall be allowed on private property provided there 
exists a written agreement between the property owner and the business/industry. 
Said agreement shall be filed with the city of Owosso. 

a) Off-premise directional signs shall be no greater than twelve (12) square feet. 

b) Sign lettering may display the off-premise business name, address, and an arrow 
indicating direction. 

c) Off-premise directional signs shall only be located on B-2, B-3, B-4, I-1, and I-2 
Districts. 

d) One (1) off-premise direction sign is permitted per industrial zoning lot. 

2. Public Off-Premise Directional Signs: Public off-premise directional signs erected by 
the City, State of Michigan, or the Downtown Development Authority shall be 
permitted in the street right-of-way. 
 

(d) Off-Premise Private Signs In The Public Right-Of-Way.  
 
Private A-frame signs may be allowed in the public right-of-way. The following 

regulations shall apply: 
 

1. Signs shall be approved by the city council. 

2. Signs shall be removed each night. 
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3. Maximum size 2’ wide by 4’ in total height for each panel with a maximum of 2 
panels per sign. Maximum spread between the two panels at the base shall be 2’6”. 

4. The owner of the property abutting the right-of-way on which the sign is placed shall 
be notified, prior to city council approval, that the sign is being requested. 

 
The following regulations shall apply, unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

chapter, to all signage erected or located in any zoning district within the city: 
 
1. The current edition of the Michigan Building Code shall be in full force and effect in 

the City as if set out fully herein.  Complete printed copies of the code are available 
for public use and inspection at the office of the city clerk. 

2. Sign setbacks. 

A. All signs, unless otherwise provided for, shall be set back a minimum of five 
feet from any public or private street right-of-way line or access drive in all 
districts. This distance shall be measured from the nearest edge of the sign, 
measured at a vertical line perpendicular to the ground to the right-of-way. 

B. Side yard setbacks for signs shall be the same as that required for the main 
structure or building. 
 

3. Adequate sight distance. In order to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists, 
bicyclists and pedestrians, a minimum clear vision area shall be maintained 
between a height of 24 inches and six feet within a triangular area measured 25 
feet back from intersection of public right-of-way lines. Furthermore, signs shall not 
be permitted where they obstruct motorist vision of regulatory signs, traffic-control 
devices or street signs. 

4. Illumination. 

A. Signs may be illuminated, but only by steady, stationary, shielded light 
sources directed solely at the sign or internal to the sign. 

B. Use of glaring undiffused lights, bare bulbs, or flames is prohibited. 

C. External sources of illumination shall be shielded and directed to prevent 
glare onto neighboring properties or the public right of way.  

D. Underground wiring shall be required for all illuminated signs not attached to 
a building. 

 
5. Maintenance, construction and design. 

A. All signs shall be maintained in good structural condition at all times. 
B. All signs shall be kept neatly painted, stained, sealed or preserved including 

all metal, wood or other materials used for parts and supports. 
C. All signs, including any cables, guide wires, or supports shall have a 

minimum clearance of four feet from any electric fixture, electric line, street 
light, or other public utility pole or standard. 
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D. Signs shall not be constructed from materials that are remnants or 
manufactured for a different purpose.  

 
6. Addresses. Addresses shall be in compliance with the International Fire Code 

requirements for number size and visiblity from the public right of way. 
 

7. Signs containing noncommercial speech are permitted anywhere that advertising or 
business signs are permitted, subject to the same regulations applicable to such 
signs. 

 
8. Directional Signs. 

A. Private On-premise directional signs.   
i. Not more than one directional sign shall be permitted for each 

approved driveway entrance from a right of way, with a maximum sign 
area of six square feet per sign, and a maximum height of six feet.  

ii. Any directional sign which includes a business name, symbol or logo 
shall be calculated as part of the allowable sign square footage. 

iii. Directional signage located within a business center not adjacent to a 
public right of way shall be governed by the property owner. 

B. Private Off-Premise Directional Signs. Private off-premise directional signs 
which provide directions to a commercial or industrial establishment which is 
not located on a primary street within the city shall be allowed on private 
property provided there exists a written agreement between the property 
owner and the business/industry. Said agreement shall be filed with the city 
of Owosso. 

i. Off-premise directional signs shall be no greater than twelve (12) 
square feet. 

ii. Sign lettering may only display the off-premise business name, 
address, and an arrow indicating direction. 

iii. Off-premise directional signs shall only be located on B-2, B-3, B-4,   
I-1, and I-2 Districts. 

C. Public Off-Premise Directional Signs: Public off-premise directional signs 
erected by the City, City affiliated organization or State of Michigan shall be 
permitted in the street right-of-way. 

 
9. Temporary signs. 

A. Temporary signs as defined in Sec. 26-9 are allowed without a permit 
subject to the following: 

i. Size of Temporary Signs: The total aggregate sign area of all 
temporary signs on any one site shall not exceed fourteen (14) 
square feet. The maximum size of individual temporary signs shall 
not exceed six square feet in area. Temporary signs shall not be 
higher than forty-two (42) inches above average mean grade of the 
yard on which it is placed. 
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ii. Exceptions: 
(a) For uses other than one and two family dwellings, temporary 

signs for buildings under construction shall be a maximum size of 
10% of the square foot area of the front of the structure, and not 
more than 10 feet in height. 

(b) One temporary sign located on vacant land that is for sale or for 
lease, when the parcel exceeds two acres in area, shall be allowed 
to have a size equal to 15 square feet of sign area per acre of land 
or 15 square feet of sign area per 100 lineal feet of thoroughfare 
frontage. In no case shall the sign be allowed to exceed 100 square 
feet of sign area or be more than 10 feet in height. 

B. Location of Temporary Signs: 

i. Temporary signs shall not be attached to any utility pole or be 
located within any public right-of-way. 

ii. Temporary signs shall not be erected in such a manner that they will 
or reasonably may be expected to interfere with, obstruct, confuse or 
mislead traffic. 

iii. Temporary signs cannot be placed or constructed so as to create a 
hazard of any kind. 

iv. Prior to the erection or placement of a temporary sign, the 
permission of the property owner where the sign is to be located 
must be secured. 

v. Signs shall be located so as to comply with the corner clearance 
requirements of the ordinance. 

vi. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 
 

C. Time Limitations for Temporary Signs: Temporary signs shall be removed 
within 60 days of placement, except for temporary signs that are located on 
real property that is for sale or lease.  

 
10. Measuring sign area and height. 

 
A. Measurement of allowable sign area (see Figure 26.1 Guidelines for 

Measuring Sign Face Square Footage below). 
i. The sign area shall include the surface area which encloses the 

extreme limits of the sign copy together with the frame or other 
material or color forming an integral part of the display or used to 
differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed, 
excluding only the structure necessary to support the sign. 

ii. A double faced sign wherein both sides are identical shall be 
considered as having one face and the area of one face shall be 
included in computing the allowable sign area. 

B. Measurement of sign height.  Sign height shall be the vertical distance 
measured from the point of ground immediately beneath the sign to the 
highest point of the sign, including decorative embellishments. Where the 
ground elevation beneath a sign varies, the average grade of the ground 
within a five-foot radius of the sign structure shall be used. The average 
grade shall be the highest point within said radius plus the lowest point 
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within said radius, divided by two. Any filling, berming, mounding or 
excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign shall not be included 
in the calculation of average grade. 
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Figure 26.1 Guidelines for Measuring Sign Face Square Footage 
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Sec. 26-11. - Nonconforming signs. 
 

Nonconforming signs are those signs that do not comply with the size, placement, 
construction or other standards or regulations of this chapter, but were lawfully established 
prior to its adoption. Signs for which the board of appeals has granted a variance are exempt 
and shall not be defined as nonconforming. It is the intent of this article to encourage eventual 
elimination of nonconforming signs in a timely manner. This objective is considered as much a 
subject of public health, safety and welfare as the prohibition of new signs in violation of this 
article. Therefore, the purpose of this article is to remove illegal nonconforming signs while 
avoiding any unreasonable invasion of established private property rights. A nonconforming 
sign may be continued and shall be maintained in good condition as described elsewhere in 
this article, however, the following alterations are regulated: 

1. A nonconforming sign shall not be structurally altered or repaired so as to prolong its 
useful life or so as to change its shape, size, type or design unless such change shall 
make the sign conforming. 

2. A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced by another nonconforming sign. 

3. A nonconforming sign shall not be reestablished after abandonment as defined in section 
26-22, dangerous, unsafe, abandoned, and illegally erected signs. 

4. A nonconforming sign must not be reestablished after damage or destruction if the 
estimated expense of reconstruction exceeds 50 percent of the appraised replacement 
cost as determined by the building official/zoning administrator or if 50 percent or more of 
the face of the sign is damaged or destroyed. 

 
Sec. 26-12. - Dangerous, unsafe, abandoned, and illegally erected signs. 
 

1. Dangerous signs. Any sign constituting an immediate hazard to health or safety shall be 
deemed a nuisance and may be immediately removed by the city and the cost thereof 
charged against the owner of the property on which it was installed. 

2. Unsafe signs. Any sign that becomes insecure, in danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe 
but not considered an immediate danger by the building official/zoning administrator to 
the health or safety of the public shall be removed or repaired according to the process 
outline in paragraph e. below. 

3. Abandoned signs. Any sign that advertises a business that has been discontinued for at 
least 90 days or that advertises a product or service that is no longer offered shall be 
deemed abandoned. Permanent signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended 
by a change in ownership or management shall not be deemed abandoned unless the 
structure remains vacant for at least six months. An abandoned sign shall be removed by 
the owner or lessee of the premises. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the 
building official/zoning administrator shall initiate the process noted in paragraph e. 
below. 

4. Illegally erected signs. The building official/zoning administrator shall order the removal 
of any sign erected illegally in violation of this article, according to the process outlined in 
paragraph e. below. 

5. Process for enforcing violations of section 26-5, dangerous, unsafe, abandoned, and 
illegally signs. For violations of section 26-5 , the building official/zoning administrator 
shall notify the owner of the property on which the sign is located. Verbal notices or those 
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sent by first class mail shall be sufficient notice. Where a sign erected in violation of this 
article is considered dangerous or unsafe, the notice shall inform the owner to remove 
said sign(s) immediately and property owners of other illegal signs on private property 
shall be granted a reasonable period of time within which to remove the sign, as 
determined by the building official/zoning administrator. Should the property owner fail to 
remove the sign(s) within the time specified, or if a sign is erected within any right-of-way 
or public property, the building official/zoning administrator, or their designee, shall have 
the authority to remove the sign, and the property owner shall be liable for the cost 
thereof. 

 
Sec. 26-13. - Administration of sign ordinance standards. 
 

1. Generally. The regulations of this article shall be administered and enforced by building 
official/zoning administrator. 

2. Signs in the public right of way.  In addition to the penalties prescribed below, any sign 
erected in the public right of way may be removed by the ordinance enforcer and stored 
in a safe location for at least 48 hours. During this period of time, the sign owner may 
obtain the sign from the City upon request and payment of a fee established in the 
City’s Fee Schedule which will cover the cost of removal and storage.  After 48 hours, 
the City may dispose of the sign. 

3. Violations. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, use or maintain any sign in the city, or cause or permit the same to be done, 
contrary to or in violation of any of the standards and regulations of this article. Any 
such violation, including the failure to remove a sign when directed under the authority 
of this article, shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable in accordance with section 1-
8 of the Owosso Code of Ordinances. 

 

Sec. 26-14. – Board of Appeals 

1. Organization. The sign board of appeals shall be the zoning board of appeals as 
organized in chapter 38. 

2. Powers and duties. 
A. Hear and decide appeals by the sign permit applicant from a decision of the 

administrator denying, or failing to grant a sign permit within 30 days of application. 
B. Grant variances from the requirements of this chapter as part of the disposition of an 

appeal from action of the administrator denying or failing to grant a sign permit. 
C. Hear and decide appeals of a determination by the administrator that a sign must be 

removed for noncompliance with this chapter. 
D. Interpret the provisions of this chapter. 
 

3. Grounds for variance. The board of appeals may grant a variance from the provisions or 
requirements of this chapter only where: 

 
A. The literal interpretation and strict application of the provisions and requirements of 

this chapter would cause undue and unnecessary hardship to the sign user because 
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of unique or unusual conditions pertaining to the specific building or parcel of 
property in question. 

B. The granting of the requested variance would not be materially detrimental to the 
property owners in the vicinity. 

C. The unusual conditions applying to the specific property do not apply generally to 
other properties in the city. 

D. The granting of the variance will not be contrary to the general objective of this 
chapter of moderating the size, number and obtrusive placement of signs and the 
reduction of clutter. 

 
4. Support for hardship. Where there is insufficient evidence, in the opinion of the board of 

appeals, to support a finding of “undue and unnecessary hardship” under subsection (a) 
of this section, but some hardship does exist, the board may consider the requirement 
fulfilled if: 
 
A. The proposed sign is of particularly good design and in particularly good taste. 
B. The entire site has been or will be of particularly good design and in granting a 

variance, the board may attach thereto such conditions regarding the location, 
character and other features of the proposed sign as it may deem necessary to carry 
out the spirit and purpose of this chapter in the public interest. 

 
5. Notice of hearing.  Shall be done in accordance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 

Act 110 of 2006 and any amendments to said Act. 
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Sec. 26-21. - Specific sign standards. 
 

The number, display area, and height of signs within the various zoning districts are 
provided in the sign dimensional standards and regulations table and its accompanying 
footnotes. Additional standards for specific types of signs are given below. 

 

SIGN DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS 

  

Wall, Canopy or 
Projecting     Sign (c) 

Ground Sign (c) Temporary Signs (d) 

District Number 
Allowed 

Max. Size Number 
(b) 

Max. 
Size 
Per 

Sign 
Face 

Max. 
Height

Max. 
Size 
Per 

Sign 

Total 
Area 
Per 

Parcel 

Max. 
Height

R-1, R-2, 
RM-1, RM-

2, R-T 
- 

10% of front 
façade for all 

uses other than 
single family 

homes, 
duplexes, and 

attached 
condominiums 

1 
24 

square 
feet 

6 feet 
6 

square 
feet 

14 
square 

feet 
4 feet 

Home 
Occupations 
as allowed 
and defined 
in Sec. 38-

394 

1 

Not to exceed  
a size of 2’ x 3’ 
mounted flush 
to the building 

* 

- - - - - - 

B1, B-2,      
B-3, B-4      

PUD 

1 per 
business 

(a) 

10% of front 
façade or 100 
square feet, 
whichever is 

less (a) 

1 
72 

square 
feet 

6 feet 
24 

square 
feet 

48 
square 

feet 

6 
square 

feet 

I-1 and I-2 
1 per 

business 
(a) 

20% of front 
façade or 200 
square feet, 
whichever is 

less (a) 

1 
72 

square 
feet 

6 feet 
24 

square 
feet 

48 
square 

feet 

6 
square 

feet 

*  Illumination: home occupation sign may be illuminated, provided such illumination is 
concentrated on the surface of the sign and is so located as to avoid glare or reflection onto 
any portion of an adjacent street or highway, into the path of oncoming vehicles, or on any 
adjacent premises. In no event shall any home occupation sign have flashing or intermittent 
lights, nor shall the lights be permitted to rotate or oscillate. 

 
Footnotes to the Sign Dimensional Standards and Regulations Table 

 
(a) One wall sign shall be allowed per business, in addition to any other allowed ground 
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signs. Businesses located on a corner lot shall be allowed up to two wall signs, one for 
each front façade. The maximum wall sign area shall not exceed ten percent of the 
front façade of the building (any façade which faces a public or approved private 
street), per use or business establishment. However, for a commercial structure 
containing one use or business establishment, as determined by the planning 
commission, the size of the wall sign may be increased up to the maximum square 
footage as follows: 
 
201 - 400 linear feet of building frontage 
facing a public street and having a public 
entrance

150 square feet 

Greater than 400 linear feet of building frontage 
facing a public street and having a public 
entrance

200 square feet 

 
(b) Only one ground sign is permitted per use, including uses which occupy more than one 

parcel and business centers containing more than one business or use, with additional 
signs permitted according to the following table, however, no site shall have more than 
two ground signs, regardless of the number of street frontages or the amount of 
frontage. Single uses on a single parcel do not qualify for this consideration: 

 

Frontage along 2 or more rights-of-way 
1 sign up to the maximum sign 

face area shall be allowed along 
2 frontages 

300 feet of frontage along 1 right-of-way 1 ground sign along that frontage 

Greater than 300 feet of frontage along 1 right-
of-way 

2 ground signs 

 
(c) Changeable message signs  and gasoline price signs may be  permitted  as part of a 

monument sign in the Business Districts and Industrial Districts, and when associated 
with a commercial in accordance with the following: 

 
(1) One changeable message sign or one gasoline price sign shall be permitted per 

premises, but not both. 

(2) Message or gasoline price changes may occur electronically or manually. 

(3) The area of a changeable message sign or gasoline price sign shall not exceed 
one- third the total area of the sign. 

(4) Illumination shall be concentrated within the face of the sign to prevent glare upon 
adjoining properties and thoroughfares. 

(5) Electronic messages or gasoline prices shall not flash, fade in or out, or scroll. 

(6) Any voids or burned out bulb in an electronic display shall be replaced. 

(7) Electronic changeable message signs and gasoline price signs shall be at least 
100 feet from any residential district or use, except as modified in subsection 10 
below. 

(8) One gasoline price sign is permitted for an overhead gas pump canopy with an 
area not to exceed ten percent of the canopy façade and when this is the only 
changeable message sign on the property. 
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(9) One electronic message sign, meeting the above requirements, may be approved 
by the planning commission for institutional uses, meaning a use by public or 
quasi- public institution such as a religious organization, church, nonprofit 
organization, academic institution, library or hospital, located in a residential district 
when meeting the following requirements: 

i. The institutional use is located on a minor arterial or collector road, as 
designated in the City of Owosso Master Plan; 

ii. That the sign will not create a nuisance for residential properties in the 
immediate vicinity of the sign, as determined by the planning commission and 
subject to any conditions; 

iii. The appropriate size of the sign shall be determined by the planning 
commission but shall be no greater than 50 square feet in area. 

(d)  Signs for temporary uses. 

(1) Temporary signs include, but are not limited to the following: 

i. For a single dwelling or building or vacant land: an on-site real estate sign, 
advertising the premises for sale, rent or lease. 

ii. An on-site sign advertising an on-going garage, estate or yard sale. 

iii. Noncommercial   signs   which   contain   noncommercial   information   or   
directional messages. 

iv. Political signs. 

v. Holiday or other seasonal signs. 

vi. Construction signs for buildings under construction. 

vii. All temporary signs must comply with the sign size and height standards as 
specified in the sign dimensional standards and regulations table. 

(2)   Location of temporary signs shall comply with the following: 

i. Temporary signs shall not be attached to any utility pole or be located within any 
public right-of-way. 

ii. Temporary signs shall not be located closer than 20 feet to the edge of the 
traveled portion of the roadway, nor shall they be located within any dedicated 
right-of-way. 

iii. Temporary  signs  shall  not  be  erected  in  such  a  manner  than  they  will  or  
may reasonably be expected to interfere with, obstruct, confuse or mislead traffic. 

iv. Temporary signs cannot be placed or constructed so as to create a hazard of any 
kind. 

v. Temporary signs may not be posted on private property without first obtaining the 
permission of the property owner. 

vi. Signs shall not be located within any clear vision triangle, as described in section 
38-388 Corner Clearance. 

(3)   Time limitations for temporary signs. Each temporary sign shall be removed 
within 60 days of placement. Furthermore, no sign may be erected on a single parcel 
for more than 60 calendar days out of every 120 calendar days. 
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a. Directional signs. No more than one directional sign shall be permitted for each 

approved driveway, with a maximum sign area of four square feet per sign, and a 
maximum height of four feet. Any directional sign which includes a business name, 
symbol or logo shall be calculated as part of the allowable sign square footage, as 
specified in the sign dimensional standards and regulations table. 

b. Projecting and canopy signs. Projecting signs and canopy signs may be used as an 
alternative to wall signs listed in the sign dimensional standards and regulations table, 
provided that they meet the following standards. 

1. Any sign area on a canopy shall be included in calculations of maximum wall sign 
square footage. 

2. Projecting or canopy signs in the central business district shall be set back at least 
two feet from any street curb-line, shall not extend more than six feet over the 
public right-of-way, and shall leave a minimum clearance of eight feet above the 
ground. 

3. Projecting or canopy signs, in the B-1, B-2, B-4, I-1 and I-2, districts shall have a 
minimum ground clearance of ten feet, shall be set back at least six feet from any 
adjacent public right-of-way, and shall not project over an alley or private access 
lane. A projecting sign shall not extend for more than two feet from the building to 
which it is attached. 

4. No wall, canopy or projecting sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the 
structure to which it is attached by more than one foot. 

5. Wood posts or supporting arms shall not be used in conjunction with any projecting 
sign. 

6. Projecting signs shall not exceed sixteen square feet in area. 

7. Canopy signs shall not be internally illuminated.  

c. Downtown Historic District.  Any signs within the Downtown Historic District shall meet 
all requirements of the Owosso Historic District Commission prior to installation of new 
signage or modification of existing signage. 

d. Entranceway signs. One permanent sign per vehicular entrance identifying 
developments such as subdivisions, apartment complexes, condominium communities, 
senior housing complexes, manufactured housing communities, office and industrial 
parks and similar uses, provided that the sign is set back a minimum of 15 feet from 
any property line or public right-of-way is permitted. 

e. Portable A-frame signs. Portable A-frame or sandwich board signs are permitted in the 
B-1, B-2, B-3, and B-4 districts at the public building entrances to businesses subject to 
the following requirements: 

1. One sign per customer entrance shall be permitted regardless of the number of 
tenants on the premises. 

2. The sign is permitted only during operating business hours and must be stored 
inside when the establishment is not open to the general public. 

3. Each sign shall not exceed an overall height of 42 inches and an overall width of 24 
inches. 

4. No sign shall be located in such a manner as to interfere with vehicular or 
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pedestrian traffic flow or visibility. 

5. All signs must be constructed or weather-proof, durable material and kept in good 
repair. 

  
ARTICLE IV. – SPECIFIC SIGN STANDARDS 

Sec. 26-15. One-family Residential (R-1), Two-family Residential (R-2), Attached One-
family Residential (R-T), Multiple-family Residential (RM-1) and Multiple-family 
Residential – High rise (RM-2) Districts Signage. 

The following signs are permitted in the R-1, R-2, R-T, RM-1 and RM-2 zoning districts 
subject to the following requirements: 

1. One wall sign per business not to exceed 10% of front façade for all uses other than 
single family homes, duplexes, and attached condominiums 

A. No wall sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure to which it is 
attached. 

B. No wall sign shall have a thickness greater than 12 inches measured from the 
wall to which it is attached. 

C. No wall sign shall be attached to a wall at a height less than eight feet above any 
sidewalk. 
 

2. Awning signs may be used as an alternative or in addition to wall signs for all uses other 
than single family homes, duplexes, and attached condominiums, provided that they 
meet the following standards: 

A. Awning signs and wall signs must not exceed 10% of front façade 

B. Any sign area on an awning shall be included in calculations of maximum wall 
sign square footage. 

C. Awning signs shall be set back at least two feet from any street curb-line, shall 
not extend more than six feet over the public right-of-way, and shall leave a 
minimum clearance of eight feet above the ground and shall not project over 
an alley or private access lane. 

D. No awning sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure to 
which it is attached. 

E. Awning signs shall not be internally illuminated.  
 

3. Home Occupations as allowed and defined in Sec. 38-394 shall be permitted a sign not 
to exceed a size of 2’ x 3’ mounted flush to the building.  The sign may be illuminated, 
provided such illumination is concentrated on the surface of the sign and is so located as 
to avoid glare or reflection onto any portion of an adjacent street or highway, into the 
path of oncoming vehicles, or on any adjacent premises.  In no event, shall any home 
occupation sign have flashing or intermittent lights, nor shall the lights be permitted to 
rotate or oscillate. 
  

4. Bed and breakfast signs as detailed in Chapter 7 of the Owosso City Code. 
  

5. Ground Sign shall be permitted as follows for all uses other than single family homes, 
duplexes and attached condominiums: 



33 

A. Not more than one ground sign is permitted per parcel. 
B. The top of the ground sign shall be no more than six feet above ground level. 
C. A ground sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to any part of the public right of 

way and shall meet the adequate sight distance requirements of this chapter. 
D. No ground sign shall have an area exceeding 24 square feet per side. 
E. A ground sign shall be located on the same parcel as the use. 
F. In order to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists, bicyclists and 

pedestrians, the location of the sign shall be such that a minimum clear vision 
area shall be maintained between a height of 24 inches and six feet within a 
triangular area measured 25 feet back from intersection of public right-of-way 
lines. Furthermore, signs shall not be permitted where they obstruct motorist 
vision of regulatory signs, traffic-control devices or street signs. 

G. One electronic message sign, meeting the above requirements, may be 
permitted for institutional uses located in a residential district when meeting the 
following requirements: 

i. The institutional use is located on a major or minor arterial or collector 
road. 

ii. The size of the electronic message sign shall be no greater than 50% of 
the allowable ground sign square footage. 

 
6. Number of pole or ground signs. Not more than one pole or ground sign may be erected 

accessory to any single building, structure, or shopping center regardless of the number 
of separate parties, tenants or uses contained therein; provided however, a property 
may have two pole or ground signs when the following is met:  
A. Frontage along two or more right of ways allows 1 ground or pole sign on each 

right of way 
B. Greater than 300 feet of frontage along one right of way allowed 2 ground or pole 

signs. 
 

7. Ground Sign shall be permitted as follows at the entrance of a residential subdivision: 
A. The top of the ground sign shall be no more than six feet above ground level. 
B. A ground sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to the adjacent public right of 

way and shall meet the adequate sight distance requirements of this chapter. 
C. No ground sign shall have a single surface area exceeding 24 square feet per 

side. 
D. A ground sign shall be located on the same parcel or at the vehicular entrance to 

identify a subdivisions, apartment complexes, condominium communities, senior 
housing complexes, manufactured housing communities, or similar residential 
uses. 

 
8. Temporary signs per Sec. 26-14 of this chapter. 

  
Sec. 26-16. Local Business (B1), Planned Shopping Center (B2), Central Business (B3) 
and General Business (B4) Districts Signage. 

The following signs are permitted in the B1, B-2, B-3 and B-4 zoning districts subject to the 
following requirements: 

 
1. Any signs within the Downtown Historic District shall meet and be reviewed for all 

requirements of the Owosso Historic District Commission prior to submittal of a sign 
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permit, and prior to installation of new signage or modification of existing signage. 
 

2. Wall signs may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
 
A. One wall sign per business not to exceed 10% of front façade or 100 square feet, 

whichever is less is permitted. 
B. No wall sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure to which it is 

attached. 
C. Businesses located on a second public right of way, public parking lot or public alley 

shall be allowed up to two wall signs, one for each front façade. The maximum wall 
sign area shall not exceed ten percent of the front façade of the building per use or 
business establishment.  

D. Additional wall sign square footage is permitted when the following is met: 
i. 201 - 400 linear feet of building frontage facing a public street and having a 

public entrance is allowed a maximum wall sign area of 150 square feet 
ii. Greater than 400 linear feet of building frontage facing a public street and 

having a public entrance is allowed a maximum wall sign area of 200 
square feet 

E. No wall sign shall have a thickness greater than 12 inches measured from the wall 
to which it is attached. 

F. No wall sign shall be attached to a wall at a height less than eight feet above any 
sidewalk. 

 
3. Projecting and awning signs may be used as an alternative or in addition to wall signs  

provided that they meet the following standards: 

A. Any sign area of an awning or projecting sign shall be included in calculations of 
maximum wall sign square footage. 

B. Awning or projecting signs shall be set back at least two feet from any street curb-
line, shall not extend more than six feet over the public right-of-way, and shall 
leave a minimum clearance of eight feet above the ground and shall not project 
over an alley or private access lane. 

C. No awning or projecting sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure 
to which it is attached. 

D. Wood posts or supporting arms shall not be used in conjunction with any projecting 
sign. 

E. Awning signs shall not be internally illuminated.  
F. If any projecting sign is suspended over a public property, public street, sidewalk or 

alley, the owner shall at all times carry liability insurance in such amounts as are 
satisfactory to the city, and issued by companies acceptable to the city, licensed in 
the state of Michigan naming the city as an additional insured on any such policy. 
The owner will file with the city certificates or policies evidencing such insurance 
coverage. The insurance policies or certificates shall provide that the city shall be 
given 30 days’ written notice before a cancellation in coverage may occur. 

G. If at any time the insurance policy obtained to subsection (9)(G) is canceled, the 
projecting sign shall be immediately removed. In the event the projecting sign is not 
removed, the City of Owosso shall have the right to remove the sign and repair the 
façade at the expense of the property owner. 
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4. Ground Sign may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
A. The top of the ground sign shall be no more than six feet above ground level. 
B. A ground sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to the public right of way. 
C. No ground sign shall have an area exceeding 40 square feet per side. 
D. A ground sign shall be located on the same parcel as the building or use to which it 

is accessory. 
E. In order to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, 

the location of the sign shall be such that a minimum clear vision area shall be 
maintained between a height of 24 inches and six feet within a triangular area 
measured 25 feet back from intersection of public right-of-way lines. Furthermore, 
signs shall not be permitted where they obstruct motorist vision of regulatory signs, 
traffic-control devices or street signs. 

F. Changeable or electronic message signs as part of a ground sign when the following 
requirements are met: 

i. Changeable or electronic message signs are not permitted within the historic 
district boundary. 

ii. One changeable or electronic message signs sign shall be permitted per 
premises, but not both. 

iii. The area of a changeable or electronic message sign shall not exceed half the 
total area of the sign. 

iv. Illumination shall be concentrated within the face of the sign to prevent glare 
upon adjoining properties and thoroughfares. 

v. Electronic messages shall not flash, fade in or out, or scroll. 
vi. Any voids or burned out bulb in an electronic display shall be replaced within 

10 days of city notification. 
vii. One gasoline price sign is permitted for a gas station canopy with an area not 

to exceed ten percent of the canopy façade. 
 

5. Pole signs may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
  
A. Pole signs are not permitted within the historic district boundary. 
B. A pole sign may stand no higher than the building it represents or 20 feet above the 

level of the ground, upon which the sign is mounted, whichever is less. 
C. A pole sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to the public right of way.  
D. The lower edge of the pole sign shall be is eight feet or more above the ground level.  
E. No pole sign shall have a single surface area exceeding 40 square feet per side. 
F. A pole sign shall be located on the same parcel of property as the building or use to 

which it is accessory. 
G. Changeable or electronic message signs  as part of a pole sign when the following 

requirements are met: 
i. Changeable or electronic message signs are not permitted within the historic 

district boundary. 
ii. One changeable or electronic message sign sign shall be permitted per 

premises, but not both. 
iii. The area of a changeable or electronic message sign shall not exceed half the 

total area of the sign. 
iv. Illumination shall be concentrated within the face of the sign to prevent glare 

upon adjoining properties and thoroughfares. 
v. Electronic messages shall not flash, fade in or out, or scroll. 
vi. Any voids or burned out bulb in an electronic display shall be replaced within 

10 days of city notification. 
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vii. One gasoline price sign is permitted for an overhead gas pump awning with an 
area not to exceed ten percent of the awning façade. 

 
6. Number of pole or ground signs. Not more than one pole or ground sign may be erected 

accessory to any single building, structure, or shopping center regardless of the number 
of separate parties, tenants or uses contained therein; provided however, a property 
may have two pole or ground signs when the following is met:  
A. If fronting along two or more right of ways, 1 ground sign is allowed on each right of 

way 
B. If there is greater than 300 feet of frontage along one right of way, 2 ground signs 

are allowed on such right of way. 
 

7. Menu board signs may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
  

A. Menu display boxes shall be constructed of high quality materials, and their size, 
location, and design shall be appropriate to the character of the building and the 
restaurant.  

B. Menu signs, including display box, shall not exceed 25 square feet in area and 6 feet 
in height. 

 
8. Sandwich board signs are permitted within the Historic District and Westown district 

subject to the following requirements: 

A. One sign per entrance shall be permitted regardless of the number of tenants on 
the premises. 

B. The sign shall be located on the sidewalk. 

C. The sign is permitted only during operating business hours and must be stored 
inside when the establishment is not open to the general public. 

D. Each sign shall not exceed an overall height of 4 feet and a maximum square 
footage of 8 per side. 

E. No sign shall be located in such a manner as to interfere with vehicular traffic flow 
or visibility.   

F. Sign placement shall permit for the minimum 5 feet of clearance required for 
Barrier Free accessibility, which includes but is not limited to placement on a 
sidewalk. 

G. No sign shall be placed as to obstruct any door or opening used as a means of 
egress or as to prevent free passage. 

H. All signs must be constructed of weather-proof, durable material and kept in good 
repair. 

I. Sandwich board signs may not be illuminated by any means and may not have 
moving parts. 

J. The owner of a sidewalk/sandwich board sign shall at all times carry liability 
insurance in such amounts as are satisfactory to the city, and issued by companies 
acceptable to the city, licensed in the state of Michigan naming the city as an 
additional insured on any such policy. The owner will file with the city certificates or 
policies evidencing such insurance coverage. The insurance policies or certificates 
shall provide that the city shall be given 30 days’ written notice before a cancellation 
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in coverage may occur. 

K. If at any time the insurance policy obtained pursuant to subsection (8)(J) is 
canceled, the sidewalk/sandwich board sign shall be immediately removed. In the 
event the sign is not removed, the City of Owosso shall have the right to remove the 
sign at the expense of the property owner.  

 
9. Marquee signs shall be permitted within the Historic district and Westown district for 

theater uses as follows: 
A. The bottom of the marquee sign shall be a minimum of eight feet above the ground. 
B. A marquee shall not project over a public street. For purposes of this section, a 

public sidewalk is not considered to be a public street. 
C. A marquee sign shall not project greater than 48 inches beyond the property line. In 

measuring the sign’s projection, the measurement shall be taken from the building 
from which it protrudes, including any open area between the wall face and the sign 
face. 

D. One marquee shall be permitted per public entrance. 
E. The total size of a marquee sign shall not exceed one and one-half square feet per 

lineal foot of building frontage. The total square feet of a marquee sign shall be 
subtracted from the total allowable wall signage square footage for the district. 

F. No marquee sign shall project into an alley or truck service driveway. 
G. If any marquee sign is suspended over a public property, public street, sidewalk or 

alley, the owner shall at all times carry liability insurance in such amounts as are 
satisfactory to the city, and issued by companies acceptable to the city, licensed in 
the state of Michigan naming the city as an additional insured on any such policy. 
The owner will file with the city certificates or policies evidencing such insurance 
coverage. The insurance policies or certificates shall provide that the city shall be 
given 30 days’ written notice before a cancellation in coverage may occur. 

H. If at any time the insurance policy obtained to subsection (9)(G) is canceled, the 
marquee shall be immediately removed. In the event the marquee is not removed, 
the City of Owosso shall have the right to remove the sign and repair the façade at 
the expense of the property owner. 
 

10. Window signage shall not occupy more than 25% of the first floor window area. 
 

11. Temporary signs per Sec. 26-14 of this chapter. 
 
Sec. 26-17. Office Service District (OS-1) Signage. 

The following signs are permitted in the OS-1 zoning district subject to the following 
requirements: 

1. Wall signs may be used for all uses other than single family homes and duplexes 
provided that they meet the following standards: 
  
A. One wall sign per business not to exceed 10% of the front façade. 
B. No wall sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure to which it is 

attached. 
C. No wall sign shall have a thickness greater than 12 inches measured from the wall to 

which it is attached. 
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D. No wall sign shall be attached to a wall at a height less than eight feet above any 
sidewalk. 

 
2. Awning signs may be used for all uses other than single family homes and duplexes as 

an alternative or in addition to wall signs, provided that they meet the following 
standards: 

A. Any sign area of an awning shall be included in calculations of maximum wall sign 
square footage. 

B. Awning signs shall be set back at least two feet from any street curb-line, shall not 
extend more than six feet over the public right-of-way, and shall leave a minimum 
clearance of eight feet above the ground and shall not project over an alley or 
private access lane. 

C. No awning sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure to which it is 
attached. 

D. Awning signs shall not be internally illuminated.  
 

3. Ground signs may be used for all uses other than single family homes and duplexes 
provided that they meet the following standards: 
A. The top of the ground sign shall be no more than six feet above ground level. 
B. A ground sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to any part of the public right of way 

and shall meet the adequate sight distance requirements of this chapter. 
C. No ground sign shall have an area exceeding 40 square feet per side. 
D. A ground sign shall be located on the same parcel as the building or use to which it 

is accessory. 
E. In order to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, 

the location of the sign shall be such that a minimum clear vision area shall be 
maintained between a height of 24 inches and six feet within a triangular area 
measured 25 feet back from intersection of public right-of-way lines. Furthermore, 
signs shall not be permitted where they obstruct motorist vision of regulatory signs, 
traffic-control devices or street signs. 

 
4. Number of ground signs. Not more than one ground sign may be erected accessory to 

any single building or structures regardless of the number of separate parties, tenants or 
uses. 
 

5. Temporary signs per Sec. 26-14 of this chapter. 
 
Sec. 26-18. Light Industrial (I1) and General Industrial (I2) Districts Signage. 

The following signs are permitted in the I1 and I2 zoning districts subject to the following 
requirements: 

1. Wall signs may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
 
A. One wall sign per business not to exceed 20% of front façade or 200 square feet, 

whichever is less is permitted. 
B. No wall sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure to which it is 

attached. 
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C. Businesses located on a corner lot shall be allowed up to two wall signs, one for 
each front façade. The maximum wall sign area shall not exceed ten percent of the 
front façade of the building per use or business establishment.  

D. Additional wall sign square footage is permitted when the following is met: 
i. 201 - 400 linear feet of building frontage facing a public street and having a 

public entrance is allowed a maximum wall sign area of 150 square feet 
ii. Greater than 400 linear feet of building frontage facing a public street and 

having a public entrance is allowed a maximum wall sign area of 200 
square feet 

E. No wall sign shall have a thickness greater than 12 inches measured from the wall 
to which it is attached. 

F. No wall sign shall be attached to a wall at a height less than eight feet above any 
sidewalk. 

 
2. Projecting signs and awning signs may be used as an alternative or in addition to wall 

signs provided that they meet the following standards: 

A. Any sign area of an awning or projecting sign shall be included in calculations of 
maximum wall sign square footage. 

B. Awning or protecting signs shall be set back at least two feet from any street curb-
line, shall not extend more than six feet over the public right-of-way, and shall 
leave a minimum clearance of eight feet above the ground and shall not project 
over an alley or private access lane. 

C. No awning or projecting sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of the structure 
to which it is attached. 

D. Wood posts or supporting arms shall not be used in conjunction with any projecting 
sign. 

E. Awning signs shall not be internally illuminated.  
 

3. Ground Sign may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
 

A. The top of the ground sign shall be no more than six feet above ground level. 
B. A ground sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to any part of the public right of 

way. 
C. No ground sign shall have an area exceeding 40 square feet per side. 
D. A ground sign shall be located on the same parcel as the building or use to which it 

is accessory. 
E. In order to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, 

the location of the sign shall be such that a minimum clear vision area shall be 
maintained between a height of 24 inches and six feet within a triangular area 
measured 25 feet back from intersection of public right-of-way lines. Furthermore, 
signs shall not be permitted where they obstruct motorist vision of regulatory signs, 
traffic-control devices or street signs. 

F. Changeable or electronic message signs  as part of a ground sign when the following 
requirements are met: 

i. One changeable message sign shall be permitted per premises. 
ii. Message changes may occur electronically or manually. 
iii. The area of a changeable message sign shall not exceed half of the total 

area of the sign. 
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iv. Illumination shall be concentrated within the face of the sign to prevent glare 
upon adjoining properties and thoroughfares. 

v. Electronic messages shall not flash, fade in or out, or scroll. 
vi. Any voids or burned out bulb in an electronic display shall be replaced within 

10 days of city notification. 
 

4. Pole signs may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
G. A pole sign may stand no higher than the building it represents or 20 feet above the 

level of the ground, upon which the sign is mounted, whichever is less. 
H. A pole sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to any part of the public right of way.  
I. The lower edge of the pole sign shall be eight feet or more above the ground level.  
J. No pole sign shall have a single surface area exceeding 40 square feet for a single 

face sign. 
K. A pole sign shall be located on the same parcel of property as the building or use to 

which it is accessory. 
L. Changeable or electronic changeable message signs as part of a pole sign when the 

following requirements are met: 
i. One changeable message sign shall be permitted per premises. 
ii. Message changes may occur electronically or manually. 
iii. The area of a changeable message sign shall not exceed half of the total 

area of the sign. 
iv. Illumination shall be concentrated within the face of the sign to prevent glare 

upon adjoining properties and thoroughfares. 
v. Electronic messages shall not flash, fade in or out, or scroll. 
vi. Any voids or burned out bulb in an electronic display shall be replaced within 

10 days of city notification. 
  

5. Number of pole or ground signs. Not more than one pole or ground sign may be erected 
accessory to any single building or structures regardless of the number of separate 
parties, tenants or uses contained therein; provided however, a property may have two 
pole or ground signs when the following is met:  
A. If fronting along two or more right of ways, 1 ground sign is allowed on each right of 

way 
B. If there is greater than 300 feet of frontage along one right of way, 2 ground signs 

are allowed on such right of way. 
 

6. Off-premise signs may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
A. No off-premise sign shall have a surface area greater than two hundred (100) square 

feet per side 
B. The top of the sign shall be no more than twenty-five (25) feet above the ground and 

the bottom of the sign shall be at least ten (10) feet above the ground.  
C. An off-premise sign shall have a minimum setback from the front property line of 

sixty (60) feet.  
D. No off-premise sign shall be installed or placed on top of, cantilevered or otherwise 

suspended above the roof of any building. 
E. Off-premise signs shall be located no closer to one another than five hundred (500) 

feet. 
F. An off-premise sign must be constructed in such a fashion that it will withstand all 

wind and vibration forces which can normally be expected to occur in the vicinity.  An 
off-premise sign must be maintained so as to assure proper alignment of structure, 
continued structural soundness, and continued readability of the message(s). 
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G. An off-premise sign may be illuminated, provided such illumination is concentrated 
on the surface of the sign and is so located as to avoid glare or reflection onto any 
portion of an adjacent street or highway, into the path of oncoming vehicles, or on 
any adjacent premises. In no event shall any off-premise sign have flashing or 
intermittent lights, nor shall the lights be permitted to rotate or oscillate. 

H. An off-premise sign established within an industrial area, as defined in the Highway 
Advertising Act of 1972 (1972 PA 106, as amended) bordering interstate highways, 
freeways or primary highways as defined in said Act shall, in addition to complying 
with the above conditions, also comply with all applicable provisions of said Act and 
the regulations promulgated thereunder. 

 
7. Temporary signs per Sec. 26-14 of this chapter. 

 

Sec. 26-19.  Planned Unit Development District (PUD) Signage. 

 The following signs are permitted in the PUD subject to the following requirements: 

 
1. Signage in PUD zoning districts established prior to the adoption of this amendment 

shall utilize the sign regulations for the B1, B-2, B-3 and B-4 zoning districts. 
2. PUD zoning districts established after the adoption of this chapter amendment will 

state allowable signage in the approved development program for the PUD. 
 

Sec. 26-20. Vehicular Parking District (P1) Signage. 

The following signs are permitted in the P1 zoning district subject to the following 
requirements: 

1. Signage per Sec. 38-333 - No signs of any kind, other than signs designating 
entrances, exits and conditions of use, shall be maintained on such parking area per 
the directional signage requirements of this chapter. 

 
Sec. 26-21. Conservation/Open Space District (C-OS) Signage. 
 

The following signs are permitted in the C-OS zoning district subject to the following 
requirements: 

1. Ground signs may be used provided that they meet the following standards: 
A. The top of the ground sign shall be no more than six feet above ground level. 
B. A ground sign shall not extend closer than 5 feet to any part of the public right of 

way. 
C. No ground sign shall have an area exceeding 40 square feet per side.  
D. A ground sign shall be located on the same parcel.  
E. In order to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, 

the location of the sign shall be such that a minimum clear vision area shall be 
maintained between a height of 24 inches and six feet within a triangular area 
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measured 25 feet back from intersection of public right-of-way lines. Furthermore, 
signs shall not be permitted where they obstruct motorist vision of regulatory signs, 
traffic-control devices or street signs. 

2. Number of ground signs. Not more than one ground sign may be erected; provided 
however, a property may have two ground signs when the following is met:  

A. If fronting along two or more right of ways, 1 ground sign is allowed on each right of 
way 

B. If there is greater than 300 feet of frontage along one right of way, 2 ground signs 
are allowed on such right of way. 
  

3. Temporary signs per Sec. 26-14 of this chapter. 
 

 

Sec. 26- 22. Reserved.  

Sec. 26- 23. Reserved.  

Sec. 26- 24. Reserved.  

Sec. 26- 25. Reserved. 

 
 
Sec. 26-22. - Nonconforming signs. 
 

Nonconforming signs are those signs that do not comply with the size, placement, 
construction or other standards or regulations of this chapter, but were lawfully established 
prior to its adoption. Signs for which the board of appeals has granted a variance are exempt 
and shall not be defined as nonconforming. It is the intent of this article to encourage eventual 
elimination of nonconforming signs in a timely manner. This objective is considered as much a 
subject of public health, safety and welfare as the prohibition of new signs in violation of this 
article. Therefore, the purpose of this article is to remove illegal nonconforming signs while 
avoiding any unreasonable invasion of established private property rights. A nonconforming 
sign may be continued and shall be maintained in good condition as described elsewhere in 
this article, however, the following alterations are regulated: 

a. A nonconforming sign shall not be structurally altered or repaired so as to prolong its 
useful life or so as to change its shape, size, type or design unless such change shall 
make the sign conforming. 

b. A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced by another nonconforming sign. 

c. A nonconforming sign shall not be reestablished after abandonment as defined in section 
26-23, dangerous, unsafe, abandoned, and illegally erected signs. 

d. A nonconforming sign must not be reestablished after damage or destruction if the 
estimated expense of reconstruction exceeds 50 percent of the appraised replacement 
cost as determined by the building official/zoning administrator or if 50 percent or more of 
the face of the sign is damaged or destroyed. 

 
Sec. 26-23. - Dangerous, unsafe, abandoned, and illegally erected signs. 
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a. Dangerous signs. Any sign constituting an immediate hazard to health or safety shall be 
deemed a nuisance and may be immediately removed by the city and the cost thereof 
charged against the owner of the property on which it was installed. 

b. Unsafe signs. Any sign that becomes insecure, in danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe 
but not considered an immediate danger by the building official/zoning administrator to 
the health or safety of the public shall be removed or repaired according to the process 
outline in paragraph e. below. 

c. Abandoned signs. Any sign that advertises a business that has been discontinued for at 
least 90 days or that advertises a product or service that is no longer offered shall be 
deemed abandoned. Permanent signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended 
by a change in ownership or management shall not be deemed abandoned unless the 
structure remains vacant for at least six months. An abandoned sign shall be removed by 
the owner or lessee of the premises. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the 
building official/zoning administrator shall initiate the process noted in paragraph e. 
below. 

d. Illegally erected signs. The building official/zoning administrator shall order the removal 
of any sign erected illegally in violation of this article, according to the process outlined in 
paragraph e. below. 

e. Process for enforcing violations of section 26-7, dangerous, unsafe, abandoned, and 
illegally signs. For violations of section 26-7 b. through d., the building official/zoning 
administrator shall notify the owner of the property on which the sign is located. Verbal 
notices or those sent by first class mail shall be sufficient notice. Where a sign erected in 
violation of this article is considered dangerous or unsafe, the notice shall inform the 
owner to remove said sign(s) immediately and property owners of other illegal signs on 
private property shall be granted a reasonable period of time within which to remove the 
sign, as determined by the building official/zoning administrator. Should the property 
owner fail to remove the sign(s) within the time specified, or if a sign is erected within any 
right-of-way or public property, the building official/zoning administrator, or their 
designee, shall have the authority to remove the sign, and the property owner shall be 
liable for the cost thereof. 

 
Sec. 26-23. - Changes to permitted signs. 
 

No physical, structural or electrical changes can be made to existing permitted signs 
without first obtaining a new sign permit. Individual sign panels can be replaced on existing box 
signs but a permit must still be obtained. 
 
Sec. 26-24. - Administration and appeals of sign ordinance standards. 
 

a. Generally. The regulations of this article shall be administered and enforced by building 
official/zoning administrator. 

Violations. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 
use or maintain any sign in the city, or cause or permit the same to be done, contrary to or in 
violation of any of the standards and regulations of this article. Any such violation, including 
the failure to remove a sign when directed under the authority of this article, shall constitute a 
misdemeanor punishable in accordance with section 1-8 of the Owosso Code of Ordinances.
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SIGN DIAGRAMS 
Figure 26.2 
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) OVERVIEW 
 
WHAT IS A CIP? 
 
The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) serves as the city’s multi-year planning instrument used to identify 
needs and financing sources for public infrastructure improvements.  Preparation of the CIP is 
performed under the authority of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act: 

“The capital improvements program shall show those public structures and improvements, in the 
general order of their priority that in the commission's judgment will be needed or desirable and 
can be undertaken within the ensuing 6-year period. The capital improvements program shall be 
based upon the requirements of the local unit of government for all types of public structures 
and improvements. Consequently, each agency or department of the local unit of government 
with authority for public structures or improvements shall upon request furnish the planning 
commission with lists, plans, and estimates of time and cost of those public structures and 
improvements.”  

 
A comprehensive CIP is an essential tool for the planning and development of the social, physical, and 
economic wellbeing of the community. This process is a necessary step in an organized effort to 
strengthen the quality of public facilities and services; provide a framework for the realization of 
community goals and objectives; and provide a sound basis on which to build a healthy and vibrant 
community.  
 
Some of the many benefits that the CIP provides the residents and stakeholders include: 

 Use as a tool to optimize the use of revenue 

 Focus attention on community goals, needs, and capabilities  

 Guide future growth and development  

 Encourage efficient government  

 Improve intergovernmental and regional cooperation  

 Help maintain a sound and stable financial program  

 Enhance opportunities for the participation in federal and/or state grant programs  
 
A CIP project is defined as a major expenditure that includes one or more of the following: 

1. Any construction of a new facility (i.e. public building, water/sewer mains, storm sewers, 
roads, and recreation facilities), an addition to, or an extension of such a facility, provided that 
the cost is $10,000 or more and will have a useful life of one year or more. 

2. Any rehabilitation of all or a part of a building, its grounds, a facility, or equipment, provided 
that the cost is $10,000 or more and will have a useful life of one year or more. 

3. Any purchase or replacement of major equipment to support community programs provided 
that the cost is $10,000 or more, will have a useful life of one year or more and will be 
considered a capital asset  

4. Any planning, feasibility, engineering, or design study provided that the cost is $10,000 or 
more. 

5. Any acquisition of land for a public purpose. 
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CIP AND BUDGET PROCESS 
 
The CIP process precedes the budget process and is used by City Council when developing the annual 
budget.  Recommending approval of the CIP by the Planning Commission does not mean that they 
grant final approval of all projects contained within the plan.  Rather by recommending approval of the 
CIP, the Planning Commission acknowledges that these projects represent a reasonable interpretation 
of the upcoming needs for the community and that projects contained in the first year of the plan are 
suitable for inclusion in the upcoming budget, if funding is available. 
 
Priority rankings do not necessarily correspond to funding sequence.  For example, a road project 
which is ranked lower than a park project may be funded before the park project because the road 
project has access to a road millage revenue source, whereas a park project may have to compete for 
funding from other revenue sources, like grants or general fund dollars.   
 
It is important to keep in mind that the CIP is a planning tool, a guide that deals with physical condition 
and improvements throughout the City over a six year period of time.  It is subject to changing 
priorities based on needs, wants reflected in our community and its citizenry. 
 
CIP DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
 
In the fall, the CIP Plan Group members submitted proposed projects for the CIP.  A draft list of 
projects was then created by the CIP Project Lead.  The list of projects was then reviewed by the CIP 
Plan Group and the Year 1 projects were ranked based on the following: 

1. Is the proposed project already in process due to its inclusion in the current budget year? Is 
the project under construction, under contract, and is there a continuing debt obligation 
payable? 

2. Is the project mandated by law or court action? 
3. Is there a relationship between the proposed project and the City’s goals and objectives 

and/or the goals and objectives of the appropriate board or commission? 
4. Is alternative funding available? Is funding available through other sources or is funding 

available through land contract or bonding to minimize annual cost requirement? 
5. Does the proposed project generate revenue for the general fund and/or other funds? This 

item should be determined based upon an annual forecast and the schedule of revenues 
should be designated by the appropriate fund. 

6. Does the proposed project result in the use of supplementary funds for “leverage” using 
matching funds with other funding sources. 

 
Once the Committee members ranked the Year 1 projects, the list was then forwarded to the 
Administrative Team for final scoring of the projects requested prior to the draft CIP being created. 
Once the draft CIP document is compiled, it is forwarded on to Planning Commission for adoption after 
review during an open meeting.  City Council adopts the CIP after the Planning Commission and prior 
to the budget adoption.  CIP should be used as a tool by City Council during the budget process. 
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FUNDING 
 
Each year during the Budget process City Council will review the CIP Year 1 projects and evaluate the 
available revenue to determine the feasibility of funding projects.  While recommended funding sources 
are listed in the CIP, those may change during the budget process.  Some Year 1 projects may also 
remain unfunded during the Budget process. 
 
Below you will find a brief description of the possible funding sources for the six year CIP: 
 
Major and Local Street Fund –  The major and local street funds are considered special revenue funds 
which utilize state and weight tax revenues for the maintenance and improvements to city streets.   
 
Bond - When the City sells bonds, purchasers are, in effect, lending the community money. The money is 
repaid, with interest, from taxes or fees over the years. The logic behind issuing bonds (or “floating a 
bond issue”) for capital projects is that the citizens who benefit from the capital improvements over a 
period of time should help the community pay for them.  
 
Grants - The federal and state governments make funds available to communities through numerous 
grants and aid programs.  The City has no direct control over the amount of grant money awarded to the 
City or if a grant is awarded.  MMRMA, our liability/property insurer, also offers grants.  These are risk 
avoidance grants, as well as, some training grants.   
 
Special Assessment District - Capital improvements that benefit particular properties, rather than the 
community as a whole, may be financed more equitably by a special assessment, i.e., by those who 
directly benefit. Local improvements often financed by this method include street improvements 
(including pavement, curb and gutter, sidewalks, etc.). 
 
General Fund – The general fund is the City’s primary operating fund. The general fund is a government 
fund that generates revenues to cover general operational expenses and is accounted for on the 
modified accrual basis. Modified accrual basis of accounting is a blend of both cash and full accrual. 
Revenue is recognized when it is considered available and measurable, while expenses are recognized 
when the liability has occurred. 
 
Motor Pool - This fund operates like a business by purchasing and maintaining much of the city vehicles 
and equipment. When other funds require the use of this equipment or vehicles, they are charged rental 
income. 
 
Sewer Fund – The sewer fund collects user fees to operate and maintain the city’s sewer system. 
 
Water Fund – The water fund collects user fees to operate and maintain the city’s water system. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Fund – This fund accounts for the treatment of waste water utilizing user fees 
from the city’s water fund and user fees from the Mid-County service area participants. 
 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Fund – The DDA collects revenues from taxes generated by a 
2-mil levy and a tax increment financing district. Proceeds from these revenues are used as operating 
monies and as debt service for physical improvements and other activities in the DDA boundary.  
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Parks and Historic Millage – This millage was approved by the voters in November of 2018.  This millage 
will levy a new additional millage of one mill ($1.00 per $1,000.00) on the taxable value of property 
located in the City of Owosso.  The millage shall be levied for two years beginning with the 2019 tax levy 
year and running through the 2020 tax year (inclusive).  As approved, the millage will provide funding to 
the City of Owosso Parks and Recreation Commission and the City of Owosso Historical Commission.  
Revenue will be used to maintain, improve, and upgrade parks and preserve historical sites within the 
City of Owosso. 
 
Donations & Private Sponsorship – This funding source is based on dollars or in-kind donations received 
from individuals or businesses for specific projects or to specific organizations. 
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CIP COMPONENTS 
 
The components of the CIP have been established as follows: 
 

CATEGORY DEPARTMENT 

Comm Dev Community Development 

Historical Historical Facilities  

IT Information Technology 

Main St/DDA Main Street and Downtown Development Authority 

Parks and Rec Parks and Recreation 

Public Safety Public Safety 

Public Service Public Service 

Public Works Public Works 

WTP Water Treatment Plant 

WWTP Waste Water Treatment Plant 
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PROJECTS BY CATEGORY

CATEGORY PROJECT NAME FUNDING SOURCE 2019‐20 2020‐21 2021‐22 2022‐23 2023‐24 2024‐25 TOTAL
Comm Dev Grover Street Demo General Fund 15,000$            15,000$                    

Comm Dev Zoning Ordinance Update General Fund 20,000$            20,000$                     40,000$                    

Comm Dev TOTAL 35,000$            20,000$                     ‐$                        ‐$                         ‐$                         ‐$                        55,000$                    

Historical Curwood Castle Exterior Lighting Private donations and sponsorships 10,000$            10,000$                    

Historical Curwood Castle HVAC Replacement Millage, donations and grants 80,000$                     80,000$                    

Historical Curwood Castle Lower Level Exhibition Space Millage, donations, sponsorships and grants 75,000$                     75,000$                    

Historical Curwood Castle Roof Repair and Maintenance Millage, donations and grants 12,000$            12,000$                    

Historical Gould House Historical Architecture and Engineering Report Millage, donations and grants 40,000$            40,000$                    

Historical Gould House Roof and Gutter Replacement Millage, donations and grants 37,594$            37,594$                    

Historical TOTAL 99,594$            155,000$                   ‐$                        ‐$                         ‐$                         ‐$                        254,594$                  

IT General IT Upgrades General Fund 10,000$            10,000$                     10,000$                  10,000$                   10,000$                   10,000$                  60,000$                    

IT Replace Battery back up General Fund 25,000$            25,000$                    

IT Replace Phone Handsets General Fund 10,000$                     14,000$                  24,000$                    

IT Replacement of Firewall General Fund, MMRPA RAP Grant 28,000$                   28,000$                    

IT Election Equipment Upgrades General Fund 16,422$            16,422$                    

IT Water Meter Customer Portal Water Fund 25,000$            19,000$                     19,000$                  19,000$                   19,000$                   19,000$                  120,000$                  

IT TOTAL 76,422$            39,000$                     43,000$                  57,000$                   29,000$                   29,000$                  273,422$                  

Main St/DDA ATV with snow blower/plow for Downtown Snow Removal DDA, General Fund 15,000$            15,000$                    

Main St/DDA Downtown Planters DDA, General Fund 10,000$                     10,000$                  20,000$                    

Main St/DDA Downtown Security Cameras DDA, Donations 11,000$            11,000$                    

Main St/DDA Downtown Streetscape Improvements DDA, General Fund 10,000$            10,000$                     10,000$                  30,000$                    

Main St/DDA TOTAL 36,000$            20,000$                     20,000$                  ‐$                         ‐$                         ‐$                        76,000$                    

Parks and Rec Adams Park Pavilion Grant, Donations 10,000$            10,000$                    

Parks and Rec Barrier Free Landing at Oakwood Ave Bridge Millage, Grant, Donations 40,000$            40,000$                    

Parks and Rec Bennett Additional Parking Millage 20,000$                     20,000$                    

Parks and Rec Bennett Field Drainage Millage 10,000$            10,000$                    

Parks and Rec Collamer Park Boat Launch General Fund, Grant, Donation 15,000$                  15,000$                    

Parks and Rec Collamer Park East Side Parking General Fund, Grant, Donation 30,000$                  30,000$                    

Parks and Rec Collamer Park Fishing Pier General Fund, Grant, Donation 15,000$                  15,000$                    

Parks and Rec Curwood Area Boat Launch Grant, Donation 20,000$            20,000$                    

Parks and Rec Curwood Castle Parking Lot Improvements Millage 200,000$                   200,000$                  

Parks and Rec Grove Holman Building Renovations/Parking Lot Millage, Grant, Donation 150,000$         150,000$                  

Parks and Rec Hugh Parker Equipment Storage Building Grant, Donation 30,000$                   30,000$                    

Parks and Rec Hugh Parker Field Improvements General Fund, Grant, Donation 30,000$                   30,000$                    

Parks and Rec N. Chipman Footbridge General Fund, Grant, Donation 100,000$                100,000$                  

Parks and Rec Park Entrance Signage General Fund, Grant, Donation 80,000$                   80,000$                    

Parks and Rec Rosevear Drain Culvert General Fund, Grant, Donation 30,000$                   30,000$                    

Parks and Rec Rosevear Parking Lot General Fund, Grant, Donation 30,000$                   30,000$                    

Parks and Rec Rosevear to Collamer Connection Path General Fund, Grant, Donation 30,000$                   30,000$                    

Parks and Rec Rudy DeMuth Oakwood Parking Lot General Fund, Grant, Donation 100,000$                100,000$                  

Parks and Rec Rudy DeMuth Parking Removal General Fund, Grant, Donation 10,000$                   10,000$                    

Parks and Rec Trailhead to Connect to CIS General Fund, Grant, Donation 10,000$            10,000$                    

Parks and Rec TOTAL 240,000$         220,000$                   60,000$                  200,000$                240,000$                ‐$                        960,000$                  

Public Safety Ambulance Replacement General Fund 175,000$                   175,000$                  

Public Safety Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) General Fund 28,000$                     28,000$                    

Public Safety Coban Server General Fund, MMRPA RAP Grant 10,000$            10,000$                    

Public Safety Jaws of Life Replacement General Fund 30,000$            30,000$                    

Public Safety Patrol Vehicle Replacement General Fund 93,000$            47,500$                     48,500$                  99,000$                   51,000$                   52,000$                  391,000$                  

Public Safety Public Safety Building General Fund 9,000,000$                9,000,000$               

Public Safety Radios Replacement General Fund 200,000$               200,000$                  

Public Safety Self‐Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Bottles General Fund 125,000$               125,000$                  

Public Safety TOTAL 133,000$         9,250,500$                373,500$               99,000$                   51,000$                   52,000$                  9,959,000$               
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PROJECTS BY CATEGORY

CATEGORY PROJECT NAME FUNDING SOURCE 2019‐20 2020‐21 2021‐22 2022‐23 2023‐24 2024‐25 TOTAL

Public Service Abrey Avenue Resurfacing Bond, SAD 23,000$            23,000$                    

Public Service Allendale Avenue Resurfacing Bond, SAD 41,000$            41,000$                    

Public Service Ball Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 300,000$                320,000$               620,000$                  

Public Service Broadway Avenue Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 140,000$                140,000$               280,000$                  

Public Service Carmody Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 136,000$               136,000$                  

Public Service Cedar Street Rehabilitation ‐ Phase 1 Bond, SAD, Water Fund 100,000$         280,000$                   380,000$                  

Public Service Cedar Street Rehabilitation ‐ Phase 2 Bond, SAD, Water Fund 1,080,000$             1,080,000$               

Public Service Center Street Rehabilitation ‐ King St to 132 ft north of Alturas Bond, SAD, Water Fund 140,000$         140,000$                   280,000$                  

Public Service Center Street Resurfacing ‐ Alturas Drive to North  Bond, SAD, Water Fund 237,000$         80,000$                     317,000$                  

Public Service Chip Seal Program PA‐51 Major and Local Funds 200,000$         200,000$                   200,000$               200,000$                200,000$                200,000$               1,200,000$               

Public Service Chipman Resurfacing ‐ Harding to North Bond, SAD 315,000$                315,000$                  

Public Service Chipman Street Reconstruction ‐ Main St to Beehler St Bond, MDOT Grant, SAD 435,000$                   100,000$               535,000$                  

Public Service Clark Avenue Resurfacing Bond, SAD, Water Fund 24,000$            417,000$                   441,000$                  

Public Service Clinton Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 200,000$                220,000$               420,000$                  

Public Service Clyde Street Resurfacing Bond, SAD 55,000$                  55,000$                    

Public Service Dewey Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 500,000$                   622,000$               1,122,000$               

Public Service Division Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 150,000$                   165,000$               315,000$                  

Public Service Exchange Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 360,000$               500,000$                860,000$                  

Public Service Ford F‐150 Super Cab with add‐ons Motor Pool 35,505$            35,505$                    

Public Service Gould Street Rehabilitation ‐ Oliver to Moore Bond, SAD, Small Urban Grant 270,000$                330,000$               600,000$                  

Public Service Howell Street Resurfacing Bond, SAD 43,000$                  43,000$                    

Public Service King Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 460,000$               540,000$                1,000,000$               

Public Service Lynn Street Resurfacing Bond, SAD 20,000$                  20,000$                    

Public Service Mason Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 300,000$                350,000$                650,000$                  

Public Service Monroe Street Resurfacing ‐ McMillan to East City Limit Bond, SAD 30,000$            30,000$                    

Public Service Monroe Street Rehabilitation ‐ Washington to Broadway Bond, SAD 250,000$                270,000$               520,000$                  

Public Service North Street Rehabilitation ‐ Hickory to Gould Bond, SAD 400,000$         450,000$                   850,000$                  

Public Service North Street Rehabilitation ‐ N. Shiawassee to Hickory Bond, SAD, Small Urban Grant 170,000$                440,000$                610,000$                  

Public Service North Street Resurfacing ‐ West City Limit to N. Chipman Bond, SAD 170,000$         170,000$                  

Public Service Palmer Avenue Resurfacing  Bond, SAD 21,000$            21,000$                    

Public Service Pearce Street  Resurfacing Bond, SAD 138,000$               138,000$                  

Public Service Pilot Drinking Water Grant MDEQ Grant 508,000$         508,000$                  

Public Service Retaining Wall Replacement at City Hall General Fund 188,000$         188,000$                  

Public Service Ryan Street Reconstruction Bond, SAD 400,000$         400,000$                  

Public Service S. Washington Water Main ‐  W. Stewart St to Corunna Avenue Water Fund 54,000$            54,000$                    

Public Service Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Wastewater Fund 126,455$         126,455$                  

Public Service Sanitary Sewer Manhole Survey Wastewater Fund 67,900$            67,900$                    

Public Service Seventh Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD 218,000$         218,000$                  

Public Service Seventh Street Water Main Water Fund 56,025$            56,025$                    

Public Service Sewer Rehab‐St. Construction Wastewater Fund 326,000$         326,000$                  

Public Service Shady Lane ‐ Resurfacing Bond, SAD 125,000$               125,000$                250,000$                  

Public Service Sidewalk Replacement Act‐51 local & major street fund 90,000$            90,000$                     90,000$                  90,000$                   90,000$                   90,000$                  540,000$                  

Public Service Stewart Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD, TEDF Category F grant 430,000$                100,000$                530,000$                  

Public Service Storm Sewer Lining Bond, SAD 200,000$         200,000$                   200,000$               200,000$                200,000$                200,000$               1,200,000$               

Public Service Street Patch Act‐51 local & major street fund, water, sewer fund 70,000$            70,000$                     70,000$                  70,000$                   70,000$                   70,000$                  420,000$                  

Public Service Summit Street Rehabilitation Bond, SAD, Water Fund 677,000$         200,000$                   877,000$                  

Public Service Washington Street Road Rehabilitation ‐ Gute to M‐71 Bond, Grant, SAD, Water Fund 895,000$         895,000$                  

Public Service Water Main Replacement ‐ 2020 ‐ Construction Misc Other Water Fund 431,850$                   431,850$                  

Public Service Water Main Replacement ‐ 2021 ‐ Construction Misc Other Water Fund 1,307,925$            1,307,925$               

Public Service Water Main Replacement ‐ 2022 ‐ Construction Misc Other Water Fund 1,243,800$             1,243,800$               

Public Service Water Main Replacement ‐ 2023 ‐ Construction Misc Other Water Fund 1,517,550$             1,517,550$               

Public Service Water Main Replacement ‐ 2024 ‐ Construction Misc Other Water Fund 1,989,450$            1,989,450$               

Public Service Williams Street Rehabilitation ‐ N. Shiawassee to Washington Bond, SAD 220,000$         220,000$                  

Public Service Woodlawn Avenue Rehabilitation ‐ Farr to Auburndale Bond, SAD 90,000$                  100,000$                190,000$                  

Public Service Woodlawn Avenue Rehabilitation ‐ Monroe to Corunna Bond, SAD 60,000$                  60,000$                   120,000$                  

Public Service TOTAL 5,517,885$      3,643,850$                4,241,925$            4,028,800$             5,522,550$             3,829,450$            26,784,460$            
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PROJECTS BY CATEGORY

CATEGORY PROJECT NAME FUNDING SOURCE 2019‐20 2020‐21 2021‐22 2022‐23 2023‐24 2024‐25 TOTAL

Public Works 1 1/2 Ton Dump Truck Motor Pool 60,000$                  60,000$                    

Public Works Backhoe ‐ Attachments  ‐ 2 Motor Pool 35,000$                  35,000$                    

Public Works Backhoes ‐ 2  Motor Pool 100,000$               100,000$                  

Public Works Brush Chipper Motor Pool 48,000$                   48,000$                    

Public Works Bucket Trucks ‐ Ariel Lift Motor Pool 200,000$         120,000$                320,000$                  

Public Works Carpet for Finance/IT Wing of City Hall General Fund 10,000$            10,000$                    

Public Works City Hall Front Steps General Fund 15,000$                     15,000$                    

Public Works Concrete Mill Motor Pool 10,500$                     10,500$                    

Public Works Hook Lift Bodies Motor Pool 17,000$                     17,000$                    

Public Works Jetter ‐ Vactor Truck Motor Pool 300,000$                300,000$                  

Public Works Library Air Conditioning General Fund 30,000$                     30,000$                    

Public Works Oakwood Ballfield Lighting Improvements General Fund 12,000$                     12,000$                    

Public Works Overhead Street Lights and  Poles General Fund 10,000$            10,000$                     10,000$                  30,000$                    

Public Works Paint Stripe Machine Motor Pool 13,000$            13,000$                    

Public Works Pickup 4X4 W‐Blade Motor Pool 42,000$                   42,000$                    

Public Works Pickups ‐ 3/4 & 1 Ton  Motor Pool 56,000$            56,000$                     62,000$                  58,000$                   232,000$                  

Public Works Portable Air Compressor Motor Pool 23,500$            23,500$                    

Public Works Public Works Building Improvements General Fund, Motor Pool 12,000$            15,000$                     45,000$                  72,000$                    

Public Works Salt Trucks ‐ Single Axle Motor Pool 260,000$         260,000$                  

Public Works Security & Accessibility Technology at City Hall General Fund 10,000$            10,000$                    

Public Works Skid Steer ‐ W/Attachments Motor Pool 85,000$                  85,000$                    

Public Works Sweeper Motor Pool 248,000$         300,000$               548,000$                  

Public Works Tandem Axle ‐ 10 Yard Dump Motor Pool 140,000$                   280,000$               155,000$                575,000$                  

Public Works Tractor 4X4 ‐ Mowing Motor Pool 38,000$                   38,000$                    

Public Works Wheel Loaders ‐ 2 Motor Pool 510,000$                510,000$                  

Public Works TOTAL 842,500$         305,500$                   457,000$               258,000$                1,013,000$             520,000$               3,396,000$               

WTP 16" High Service Pipe Water Fund 100,000$         100,000$                  

WTP Chlorine Distribution Tanks Water Fund 40,000$                  40,000$                    

WTP CO2 Distribution System Rehab Water Fund 100,000$                100,000$                  

WTP Filter BW Pump,VFD, Controls Water Fund 100,000$                   100,000$                  

WTP Fluoride Distribution System Water Fund 27,000$                  27,000$                    

WTP Hintz Well Phase II Water Fund 155,000$         155,000$                  

WTP Hopkins Lake Well Field Development Water Fund 425,000$                   425,000$                  

WTP Induced Draft Aerator Rehab Water Fund 40,000$                   40,000$                    

WTP Lagoon Security Fence Water Fund 40,400$                  40,400$                    

WTP No. 1 HS Pump and Controls Water Fund 52,000$            52,000$                    

WTP SCADA Controls  Water Fund 200,000$                   200,000$                  

WTP Standpipe & Booster Pump Station Rehab Water Fund 410,000$                410,000$                  

WTP West Elevated Tower Rehab Water Fund 300,000$                300,000$                  

WTP TOTAL 307,000$         725,000$                   40,400$                  710,000$                140,000$                67,000$                  1,989,400$               

WWTP Administration Building Rehabilitation Wastewater Fund 400,000$                400,000$                  

WWTP Backup Generator ‐ WWTP Wastewater Fund 350,000$         350,000$                  

WWTP Beehler/Bradley St Retention Basin MDEQ SRF Loan 3,500,000$                3,500,000$               

WWTP East Roughing Tower Pump Wastewater Fund 20,000$                     20,000$                    

WWTP Electrical/Instrumentation Rehabilitation ‐ misc. Wastewater Fund 20,000$            20,000$                     20,000$                  20,000$                   20,000$                   20,000$                  120,000$                  

WWTP Grit Removal System Wastewater Fund 1,030,000$                1,030,000$               

WWTP Main Building Roof Replacement Wastewater Fund 350,000$         350,000$                  

WWTP Nitrification Tower Replacement Wastewater Fund 2,500,000$            2,500,000$               

WWTP Pressure Filter Replacement  Wastewater Fund 1,300,000$            1,300,000$               

WWTP Pump & Motor Replacement Wastewater Fund 20,000$            20,000$                     20,000$                  20,000$                   20,000$                   20,000$                  120,000$                  

WWTP SCADA System Install Wastewater Fund 300,000$                300,000$                  

WWTP Screw Pumps ‐ 3 Wastewater Fund 725,000$         725,000$                  

WWTP Secondary Clarifier Flight Chain Repair Wastewater Fund 25,000$            25,000$                    

WWTP Secondary Clarifier Replacement  Wastewater Fund 2,500,000$             2,500,000$               
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PROJECTS BY CATEGORY

CATEGORY PROJECT NAME FUNDING SOURCE 2019‐20 2020‐21 2021‐22 2022‐23 2023‐24 2024‐25 TOTAL
WWTP Sludge Dewatering Centrifuge Wastewater Fund 30,000$                     30,000$                   60,000$                    

WWTP Tertiary Pump Replacement Wastewater Fund 20,000$            20,000$                  20,000$                   60,000$                    

WWTP Van Replacement Wastewater Fund 25,000$            25,000$                    

WWTP West Roughing Tower Pump Wastewater Fund 20,000$                   20,000$                    

WWTP TOTAL 1,535,000$      4,620,000$                1,360,000$            2,560,000$             790,000$                2,540,000$            13,405,000$            

TOTAL 8,822,401$   18,998,850$         6,595,825$        7,912,800$         7,785,550$         7,037,450$        57,152,876$        

12

DRAFT



City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019‐2025 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

 

424 GROVER STREET DEMO   

Project Year: 2019‐20  Description: The project would involve hiring a 
consultant to test and abate any found asbestos, 
demolish the existing house, backfill and plant 
grass. 

Estimated Cost: $15,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: Grant 
Ranking: Low 
 

ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE     

Project Year: 2019‐21  Description: This project would involve issuing an 
RFP to secure a consulting firm to handle the 
update of the existing zoning and sign ordinance.  
This would occur after the competition of the 
Master Plan update.  The Master Plan will provide 
framework for the zoning ordinance update. 

Estimated Cost: $40,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
Ranking: Low 
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019-2025 

 
HISTORICAL FACILITIES PROJECTS 

 

Curwood Castle Exterior Lighting  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Replace the existing exterior lights at 
Curwood Castle; add lights to the Curwood Statue. Estimated Cost: $10,000 

Primary Funding Source: Parks & Historic Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Donations,  
Sponsorships 
 
 

Curwood Castle HVAC Replacement  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Replace the radiant heat at Curwood 
Castle with a year round heating and cooling 
system. 

Estimated Cost: $80,000 
Primary Funding Source:  Parks & Historic Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Donations, 
Sponsorships, Grants 
 
 

Curwood Castle Lower Level Exhibition Space  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Create a professional exhibition space 
in the lower level of Curwood Castle dedicated to 
James Oliver Curwood.   

Estimated Cost: $75,000 
Primary Funding Source: Parks & Historic Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Donations, 
Sponsorships, Grants 
 
 

Curwood Castle Roof Repair and Maintenance  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Repair and maintenance of the slate 
roof on Curwood Castle. Also repair of the copper 
gutters and flashing. Repair to sections of the roof 
and copper gutters which were vandalized two 
years ago; and routine maintenance of the slate 
roof. 

Estimated Cost: $12,000 
Primary Funding Source: Parks & Historic Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Donations and grants 
Ranking: Low 
 

Gould House Architectural and Engineering 
Report 

 

Project Year:  2019-20 Description:  Prepare a detailed historical 
architectural and engineering report for the Amos 
Gould House Museum. The report would act as a 
guide for a 5-year, tiered renovation and 
restoration plan.  

Estimated Cost: $40,000 
Primary Funding Source: Parks & Historic Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Donations and Grants 
Ranking: Medium  
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019-2025 

 
HISTORICAL FACILITIES PROJECTS 

 

Gould House Roof & Gutter Replacement  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Replace roof and gutters on the Amos 
Gould House Museum. Estimated Cost: $37,594 

Primary Funding Source: Parks & Historic Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Donations and grants 
Ranking: Low 
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019-2025 

 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROJECTS 

 

General IT Upgrades 
 
Project Year: 2019-25 
Estimated Cost: $10,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

 
 
Description: Replacement of computers, printers, 
etc. as needed.  Scheduled replacement, 
replacement of worn-out and obsolete equipment.   

Replace Battery Backup  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Replacement of worn-out, obsolete 
equipment and increase safety.  Estimated Cost: $25,000 

Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Replace Phone Handsets  

Project Year: 2020-22 Description: Scheduled replacement and 
replacement obsolete equipment Estimated Cost: $24,000 total 

Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Replacement of Firewall  

Project Year: 2022-23 Description: Scheduled replacement and 
replacement of worn-out and obsolete equipment.   Estimated Cost: $28,000 

Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Election Equipment Upgrades  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Replacement of 6 election laptops and 
the purchase of a 2nd AVCB scanning unit (including 
printer & cabinets)  

Estimated Cost: $16,422  
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Water Meter Customer Portal  

Project Year: 2019-25 Description: ACLARA Technologies "Adaptive 
Consumer Engagement" (ACE) Program. Allows 
customer to access their water account from cell 
phones, I-Pads, PC's.  

Estimated Cost: $120,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019-2025 

 
MAIN STREET AND DDA PROJECTS 

 

ATV with Snow Blower/Plow  
 
Description: The sidewalk snow removal with this 
machine would be a new service offered to 
downtown stakeholders.  Increase safety, improve 
service to community.   

Project Year: 2019-20 
Estimated Cost: $15,000 
Primary Funding Source: DDA 
Additional Funding Source: General Fund 
Ranking: Low 
 

Downtown Planters  

Project Year: 2020-22 Description:  The Downtown Planter project will 
buy new, movable planters for the downtown 
district. 

Estimated Cost: $20,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: DDA 
Additional Funding Source: General Fund 
 
 

Downtown Security Cameras  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: The Downtown Security Camera 
project will buy new security cameras for the 
downtown district. Owosso Main Street is working 
with Retriever Solutions and Daystarr 
Communication to implement a new camera 
system. Both Retriever & Daystarr are donating 
their labor & services to make the project happen. 
The only costs needed is the purchase of the 
equipment. 

Estimated Cost: $11,000 
Primary Funding Source: DDA 
Additional Funding Source: Donations 
Ranking: Low 
 

Downtown Streetscape Improvements  

Project Year: 2019-22 Description:  The Downtown Street-scape 
Improvement project will repair, and replace 
street-scape elements throughout the downtown 
districts. Owosso Main Street/DDA has formed a 
"Street-scape" sub-committee made up of 
volunteers, City Staff, DPW, and local landscapers 
to assess downtown flowerbeds, trees, sidewalks, 
and parking lots. Over the past 8-months, the sub-
committee has developed a plan to remove & 
replant trees, repair & modify flower beds, and 
repair sidewalks. This plan estimates the costs 
associated with those activities. 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: DDA 
Additional Funding Source: General Fund 
Ranking: Medium 
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019‐2025 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION PROJECTS 

 

Adams Park Pavilion   

Project Year: 2019‐20  Description: Build a pavilion at Adams Park 
Estimated Cost: $10,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Private 
Donation, Service Club Donation 
Ranking: Low 
 

Barrier Free Landing at Oakwood Ave Bridge   

Project Year: 2019‐20  Description: Install barrier free canoe/kayak 
landing site at Oakwood Ave. bridge Estimated Cost: $40,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Private 
Donation, Service Club Donation 
Ranking: Low 
 

Bennett Additional Parking   

Project Year: 2020‐21  Description: Designate extra area within park for 
additional 20‐40 spaces Estimated Cost: $20,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Medium 
 

Bennett Field Drainage   

Project Year: 2019‐20  Description: Address the flow and drainage issues 
on the junior playing field and in the parking lots Estimated Cost: $10,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Collamer Park Boat Launch   

Project Year: 2021‐22  Description: Build a boat launch at Collamer Park 
Estimated Cost: $15,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019‐2025 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION PROJECTS 

 

Collamer Park East Side Parking   

Project Year: 2021‐22  Description: Develop parking on east side of lake 
with the fishing pier to satisfy the needs of the 
trailhead and pier at the south end of Palmer 
Street.  Could also supplement parking for the 
small pavilion use. 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
 

Collamer Park Fishing Pier   

Project Year: 2021‐22  Description: Add fishing pier on east side of lake 
built with above parking lot Estimated Cost: $15,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
 

Curwood Area Boat Launch   

Project Year: 2019‐20  Description: Build a canoe/kayak launch at the 
middle school Estimated Cost: $20,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
Ranking: Low 
 

Curwood Castle Parking Lot Improvements   

Project Year: 2020‐21  Description: Establish a traveler’s/visitors mini‐lot 
with picnic facilities overlooking the River Estimated Cost: $200,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Grove Holman Grove Holman Building 
Renovation/Parking Lot 

 

Project Year: 2019‐20  Description: Restoration of the building & parking 
lot located in Grove Holman Park (the former pool 
building). Interior improvements will include: 
restoration of public bathrooms; creation of areas 
for a warming station and concessions. Half of the 
interior will be used for storage. Exterior 
improvements will include; new doors, windows, 
paint, landscaping.  In addition pathways and the 
parking lot will be redone.  

Estimated Cost: $150,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019‐2025 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION PROJECTS 

 

Hugh Parker Equipment Storage Building   

Project Year: 2023‐24  Description: Construction an equipment storage 
building in partnership with service groups Estimated Cost: $30,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Donations 
 

Hugh Parker Field Improvements   

Project Year: 2023‐24  Description: Partnering with service groups to 
improve bathrooms and field, establish and 
implement a maintenance standard for the Abrey 
Creek drain embankments and add permanent 
surface in the parking lot along Lincoln Ave. 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations 
 

N. Chipman Footbridge                                                                 

Project Year: 2023‐24  Description: Create a footbridge/bicycle path 
across the river from N. Chipman Street to Harmon 
Partridge Park 

Estimated Cost: $100,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
 

Park Entrance Signage   

Project Year: 2023‐24  Description: Signage for all parks at major 
entrance ways Estimated Cost: $80,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation, Commercial Sponsorship 
 

Rosevear Drain Culvert   

Project Year: 2022‐23  Description: Fix the existing drain culvert at 
Rosevear Park and provide guard rails to prevent 
accidental falls 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
 

Rosevear Parking Lot   

Project Year: 2022‐23  Description: Design and build a parking lot at 
Rosevear Park Estimated Cost: $30,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
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City of Owosso Capital Improvement Plan 2019‐2025 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION PROJECTS 

 

Rosevear to Collamer Connection Path   
 
Project Year: 2022‐23   
Estimated Cost: $30,000   
Primary Funding Source: Millage   
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation   
   

 
 
Description: Create a non‐motorized path 
connecting Rosevear to Collamer Park via the 
industrial park 

Rudy DeMuth Oakwood Parking Lot   

Project Year: 2022‐23  Description: Create parking lot the closed 
Oakwood street with a turnaround Estimated Cost: $100,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
 

Rudy DeMuth Parking Removal   

Project Year: 2022‐23  Description: Eliminate parking between ball 
diamonds but maintain a gated service drive Estimated Cost: $10,000 

Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations, 
Service Club Donation 
 

Trailhead to Connect to CIS   

Project Year: 2019‐20  Description: Establish trailhead in the City that 
connects to the Ionia Trail, preferably Curwood 
Park or near downtown 

Estimated Cost: $10,000 
Primary Funding Source: Millage 
Additional Funding Source: Grant, Donations 
Ranking: Low 
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PUBLIC SAFETY PROJECTS 

 

Ambulance Replacement 
 
Project Year: 2020-21 
Estimated Cost: $175,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

 
 
Description: Replacement of an ambulance that is 
scheduled for replacement, worn-out.  This 
purchase will increase safety and improvement 
service in the community. 

Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) 
Replacement 

 

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Purchase of an AED machine to 
replace a worn out/obsolete one.  This purchase 
will increase safety and improvement service in 
the community. 

Estimated Cost: $28,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Coban Server  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description:  This server would allow for the 
implementation of body cameras 
 

Estimated Cost: $10,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: MMRPA RAP Grant 
Ranking: Low 
 

Jaws of Life Replacement  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Purchase of the jaws of life to replace 
a worn out/obsolete one.  This purchase will 
increase safety and improvement service in the 
community. 
 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Patrol Vehicle Replacement  

Project Year: 2019-25 Description: Purchase of four vehicles every three 
years to replace a worn out/obsolete units.  This 
purchase will increase safety and improvement 
service in the community. 
 

Estimated Cost: $391,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Public Safety Building  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Level and replace existing Public 
Safety building with a more energy efficient 
building.  
Needs assessment of current building was 
completed in the 2017-2018 budget year. 

Estimated Cost: $9,000,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
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PUBLIC SAFETY PROJECTS 

 

Radios Replacement  

Project Year: 2021-20 Description: Purchase of 50 radios to replace worn 
out/obsolete units.   Estimated Cost: $200,000 

Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
Bottles 

 

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: Purchase of 25 SCBA bottles which are 
scheduled for replacement.  Estimated Cost: $125,000 

Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 

Abrey Avenue Resurfacing  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From Melinda Street to Allendale 
Avenue. City project for .11 mile road resurfacing; 
altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $23,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Allendale Avenue Resurfacing  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From Gould Street to east city limits. 
City project for .23 mile road resurfacing; 
altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $41,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Ball Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2023-25 Description: From Exchange Street to King Street. 
City project for .43 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $620,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Broadway Avenue Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2023-25 Description: From Auburndale Avenue to Monroe 
Street. City project for .17 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $280,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Carmody Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: From Main Street to Cleveland 
Avenue. City project for .13 mile road 
rehabilitation (crush, stabilize, cap); altogether 
with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $136,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Cedar Street Rehabilitation – South to Hampton  

Project Year: 2019-21 Description: From South Street to Hampton Street. 
City project for .25 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), water main, isolated 
curb and gutter replacement, ADA sidewalks, and 
storm sewer; altogether with related work items 
plus engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $380,000 total 

Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 

Additional Funding Source: SAD 
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 

Cedar Street Rehabilitation – Hampton to Main  

Project Year: 2023-24 Description: From Hampton Street to Main Street. 
City project for .75 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $1,080,000 

Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 

Additional Funding Source: SAD 

 

Center Street Rehabilitation – King to 132 ft 
North of Alturas 
 
Project Year: 2019-21 
Estimated Cost: $280,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Water Fund 
 

 
 
 
Description: From King Street to 132 feet north of 
Alturas Drive. City project for .26 mile road 
rehabilitation (crush, stabilize, cap) and water 
main; altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Center Street Resurfacing – Alturas to North  

Project Year: 2019-21 Description: From 132 feet north of Alturas Drive 
to North Street. City project for .26 mile road 
resurfacing, water main, and isolated curb and 
gutter replacement; altogether with related work 
items plus engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $317,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Water Fund 
 

Chip Seal Program  

Project Year: 2019-25 Description: General maintenance operation for 
existing asphalt road pavement surfaces. Chip seal 
is a proven low-budget method for prolonging 
pavement life and delaying higher cost pavement 
treatments. This program is reintroduced as a CIP 
item. A map representing approximately 20 miles 
of suitable streets for chip seal is attached. Total 
estimated cost for treating all these streets is 
$1,200,000. City staff will prioritize work sites and 
develop annual project lists for the six-year period. 

Estimated Cost: $ 1,200,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: PA-51 Major and Local 
Funds 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

Chipman Street Resurfacing – Harding Ave to 
North St 

 

Project Year: 2023-24 Description: From Harding Avenue to North Street. 
City project for .32 mile road resurfacing, isolated 
curb and gutter replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, 
and storm sewer; altogether with related work 
items. 

Estimated Cost: $315,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 

Chipman Street Reconstruction – Main St to 
North St 

 

Project Year: 2020-22 Description: From Main Street to North Street. 
City/MDOT project for .17 mile road 
reconstruction along with HMA pavement, curb 
and gutter, ADA sidewalks, storm sewer, 
permanent signing and pavement markings; 
altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $535,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Grant 
 

Clark Avenue Resurfacing  

Project Year: 2019-21 Description: From Oliver Street to King Street. City 
project for .18 mile road resurfacing, isolated curb 
and gutter replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, 
storm sewer, and watermain; altogether with 
related work items plus engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $441,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Water Fund 
 

Clinton Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2023-25 Description: From Cedar Street to Shiawassee 
Street. City project for .24 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $400,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Clyde Street Resurfacing   

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: From Walnut Street to Shiawassee 
Street. City project for .13 mile road rehabilitation 
(crush, stabilize, cap); altogether with related work 
items. 

Estimated Cost: $55,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Dewey Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2020-22 Description: From Comstock Street to King Street. 
City project for .57 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $1,122,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Division Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2020-22 Description: From Harper Street to Ridge Street. 
City project for .15 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $315,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 

Exchange Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2021-23 Description: From Saginaw Street to Dewey Street. 
City project for .27 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $860,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Ford F-150 SuperCab w/add-ons 
 
Project Year: 2019-20 
Estimated Cost: $35,505 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

 
 
Description: Replacement of worn-out, obsolete 
equipment and increase safety for engineering 
department. 

Gould Street Rehabilitation 
 
Project Year: 2023-25 
Estimated Cost: $600,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Small Urban 
Grant 

 
 
Description: From Oliver Street to Moore Street. 
City project for .50 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 
 

Howell Street  

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: From south end of street to Clinton 
Street. City project for .07 mile road rehabilitation 
(crush, stabilize, cap); altogether with related work 
items. 

Estimated Cost: $43,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

King Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2021-23 Description: From Seventh Street to Shiawassee 
Street. City/MDOT project for .41 mile road 
rehabilitation (pavement replacement), isolated 
curb and gutter replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, 
and storm sewer; altogether with related work 
items. 

Estimated Cost: $1,000,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Grant 
 

Lynn Street Resurfacing  

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: From west end of street to Howell 
Street. City project for .06 mile road rehabilitation 
(crush, stabilize, cap); altogether with related work 
items. 

Estimated Cost: $20,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 
Mason Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2022-24 Description: From Park Street to Dewey Street. 
City project for .33 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $650,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Monroe Street Resurfacing – McMillan to East 
City Limit 

 

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From Washington Street to Broadway 
Street. City project for .39 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Monroe Street Rehabilitation – Washington to 
Broadway 

 

Project Year: 2023-25 Description: From Washington Street to Broadway 
Street. City project for .39 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $520,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

North Street Rehabilitation – Hickory to Gould  

Project Year: 2019-21 Description: From Hickory Street to Gould Street. 
City project for .47 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $850,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

North Street Rehabilitation – N. Shiawassee to 
Hickory 

 

Project Year: 2022-24 Description: From Shiawassee Street to Hickory 
Street. City project for .49 mile road resurfacing, 
isolated curb and gutter replacement, ADA 
sidewalk ramps, and storm sewer; altogether with 
related work items plus engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $610,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

North Street Resurfacing – West City Limit to N. 
Chipman 

 

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From west city limits to Chipman 
Street. City project for .50 mile road rehabilitation 
(Crush, Stabilize, Cap); altogether with related 
work items plus engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $170,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 
Palmer Avenue Resurfacing  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From Gute Street to Prindle Street. 
City project for .09 mile road resurfacing and  
isolated curb and gutter replacement; altogether 
with related work items plus engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $21,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Pearce Street Resurfacing   

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: From South Street to Hampton Street. 
City project for .25 mile road rehabilitation (crush, 
stabilize, cap); altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $138,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Pilot Drinking Water Grant  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Identification, mapping, and 
replacement of lead and galvanized water service 
lines.  Development of Asset Management Plan for 
future replacements. 

Estimated Cost: $508,000 
Primary Funding Source: Grant 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Retaining Wall Replacement near City Hall  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Restore and reconstruct collapsed 
retaining wall between the Shiawassee River and 
City hall.  Replace sidewalk, handrails, and lighting 
within project area.   

Estimated Cost: $188,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

Ryan Street Reconstruction  

Project Year: 2019-20  Description: From Chipman Street to Cedar Street. 
City project for .25 mile road reconstruction, curb 
and gutter replacement, ADA sidewalks, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $400,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

S. Washington Watermain  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Replace water main from W. Stewart 
St to Corunna Avenue. DPW crews will perform 
from W. Stewart to Milwaukee.  Contractor to 
perform from Milwaukee to Corunna Ave. 

Estimated Cost: $54,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 
Sanitary Sewer Interceptor  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Televise, inspect, and clean 27-inch 
sewer main along Shiawassee River.   Estimated Cost: $126,455 

Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

Sanitary Sewer Manhole Survey  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Structural analysis of sanitary sewer 
manholes.  Of the nearly 1,384 structures, 759 
remain to be evaluated for replacement or repair.  
625 were surveyed and rated during 2016 thru 
2017. 

Estimated Cost: $67,900 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

Seventh Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From Oliver Street to King Street. City 
project for .14 mile road resurfacing, isolated curb 
and gutter replacement, ADA sidewalks, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $218,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Seventh Street Watermain 
 
Project Year: 2019-20 
Estimated Cost: $56,025 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

 
 
Description: Replace water main from W. Oliver St 
to W. King St.  DPW Crews to perform. 

Sewer Rehab Street Construction  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Repair of sanitary sewer main and 
manholes, with some replacements (minimal), as 
identified during condition assessments performed 
2017 during SAW Grant project initiatives. 

Estimated Cost: $326,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

Shady Lane Drive Resurfacing  

Project Year: 2021-23 Description: From Meadow Drive to Chipman 
Street. City project for .22 mile road resurfacing, 
isolated curb and gutter replacement, ADA 
sidewalk ramps, and storm sewer; altogether with 
related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $250,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
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PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 

 
Sidewalk Replacement 
 
Project Year: 2019-25 
Estimated Cost:  $540,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Act-51 Local Fund 
Additional Funding Source: Major Street Fund 
Ranking: Low 
 

 
 
Description: Replace misaligned, deteriorated, or 
damaged sections of sidewalk in the city.  
Construct sidewalks so they are ADA compliant. 

Stewart Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2022-23 & 2023-24 Description: From Shiawassee Street to 
Washington Street. City/MDOT project for .31 mile 
road rehabilitation (pavement replacement), 
isolated curb and gutter replacement, ADA 
sidewalk ramps, and storm sewer; altogether with 
related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $530,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Grant 
 

Storm Sewer Lining  

Project Year: 2019-25 Description: Various locations in conjunction with 
road projects. Best practice method is to evaluate 
existing storm sewer during a project's design 
phase. Best construction choice is made, either 
open-cut or lining. Those sewers recommended for 
lining should be bundled and done on a two year 
rotation cycle. Sewer lining is a more economical 
and less intrusive method for prolonging life 
expectancy of a sewer versus open-cut method. 

Estimated Cost: $1,200,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

Street Patch 
 
Project Year: 2019-25 
Estimated Cost: $420,000 total 
Primary Funding Source:  Act-51 Local & Major 
Street Fund 
Additional Funding Source: Water and Sewer Fund 
Ranking: Low 
 

 
 
Description: Remove patches that were cold 
patched over the winter and replace with hot mix 
asphalt.  These patches are caused by water main 
breaks, sewer repairs, catch basin repairs, etc. 

Summit Street Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2019-21 Description: From Abbott Street to Rubelman 
Drive. City project for .30 mile road resurfacing, 
isolated curb and gutter replacement, ADA 
sidewalk ramps, storm sewer, and watermain; 
altogether with related work items plus 
engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $877,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Water Fund 
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Washington Street Rehabilitation – Gute to M-71  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From Gute Street to M-71. City/MDOT 
project for .34 mile road rehabilitation (pavement 
replacement) including isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, storm sewer, 
watermain, bike lanes, permanent signing and 
pavement markings; altogether with related work 
items plus engineering fee. 

Estimated Cost: $895,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund, 
Grant 
Additional Funding Source: SAD, Water Fund 
 

2020 Watermain Replacement – Construction 
Misc Other 

 

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: S. Cedar - South to Hampton 
Dewey - Brandon to Moore 
Cleveland - Chestnut to Brooks 
Lafayette - M-21 to Cleveland 
Robbins - Mack to S. End (DPW Project) 
Morris - Mack to N. End (DPW Project) 

Estimated Cost: $431,850 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

2021 Watermain Replacement – Construction 
Misc Other 

 

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: Clyde - Walnut to Shiawassee 
Lynn - W. End to Howell 
N. Dewey - M-21 to King (DPW Project) 
W. North - N. M52 to N. Gould 
Milwaukee - S.Lyon to S.Cedar (DPW Project) 
Huron - Huggins to W. End (DPW Project)   

Estimated Cost: $1,307,925 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

2022 Water Main Replacements – Construction 
Misc Other 

 

Project Year: 2022-23 Description: Genesee - Michigan to Green         
Grace - M-52 to Cedar 
Young - Chestnut to Brooks 
Nafus - Frederick to Freeman 
Tracy- Frederick to Stewart 
Grand - Auburndale to Franklin 
Grace - Cedar to Lyons                        
Nafus - Frederick to S. End (DPW Project)   
Genesee - Mich Ave to W. End (DPW Project) 
Shady Lane - Meadow to Chipman      
Woodlawn - Farr to Auburndale 

Estimated Cost: $1,243,800 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
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2023 Watermain Replacement – Construction 
Misc Other 

 

Project Year: 2023-24 Description: Adams - Oliver to King                
Adams - Elizabeth to N. of Jennett 
Ball - Exchange to Mason           
Ball - Oliver to 450 North St. 
Brandon - Summit to Dingwall    
Dingwall - Brandon to N. End 
Gilbert - Mason to Oliver             
Cedar - Hampton to Main St. 
Chipman - Harding to North 

Estimated Cost: $1,517,550 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

2024 Watermain Replacement – Construction 
Misc Other 

 

Project Year: 2024-25 Description: Gould - Exchange to Oliver                 
Gould - Oliver to North 
Huntington - Moore to Stevens            
Jennett - M-52 to Adams 
Mason - Dewey to Gilbert                   
Mason - Saginaw to Dewey 
Oak - M-21 to Williams                        
Clinton - Cedar to Shiawassee 
Monroe - Washington to Broadway     
Williams - Washington to Oak 

Estimated Cost: $1,989,450 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

Williams Street Rehabilitation – N. Shiawassee to 
Washington 

 

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: From Washington Street to Oak 
Street. City project for .40 mile road rehabilitation 
(pavement replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $220,000 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Woodlawn Avenue Rehabilitation – Farr to 
Auburndale 

 

Project Year: 2021-23 Description: From Farr Avenue to Auburndale 
Avenue. City project for .16 mile road 
rehabilitation (pavement replacement), isolated 
curb and gutter replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, 
and storm sewer; altogether with related work 
items. 

Estimated Cost: $190,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
 

Woodlawn Avenue Rehabilitation – Monroe to 
Corunna 

 

Project Year: 2021-23  Description: From Monroe St to Corunna Ave. City 
project for .10 mile road rehabilitation (pavement 
replacement), isolated curb and gutter 
replacement, ADA sidewalk ramps, and storm 
sewer; altogether with related work items. 

Estimated Cost: $120,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Bond/General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: SAD 
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1 ½ Ton Dump Truck  

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: Purchase to replace a worn out truck 
bought in 1997. Estimated Cost: $60,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Backhoe Attachments  

Project Year: 2024-25 Description: Purchase of a pavement breaker – 
hoe pack due to scheduled replacement.   Estimated Cost: $35,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Backhoes  

Project Year: 2024-25 Description: Purchase of 2 backhoes due to 
scheduled replacement Estimated Cost: $100,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Brush Chipper  

Project Year: 2023-24 Description: Purchase of 1 brush chipper due to 
scheduled replacement Estimated Cost: $48,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Bucket Trucks - Ariel Lift  

Project Year: 2019-20 & 2022-23 Description:  Purchase to replace buckets trucks 
purchased 1993 & 1997 due to scheduled 
replacement. 

Estimated Cost: $320,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Carpet Remaining 2nd Floor Wing of City Hall 
 
Project Year: 2019-20 
Estimated Cost: $10,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

 
 
Description: Replace the carpet in the 2nd floor 
wing of City Hall occupied by Finance, Public 
Services and IT City Staff to match the new carpet 
recently replaced in the rest of City Hall. 
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City Hall Front Steps  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Rehab of front steps to correct 
misalignments, control separations, to extend 
usefulness and enhance aesthetics and insure safe 
ingress and egress to the building.   

Estimated Cost: $15,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Concrete Mill  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Purchase to replace an existing 
concrete mill purchased 1988 due to scheduled 
replacement. 

Estimated Cost: $10,500 
Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Hook Lift Bodies  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Purchase of 2 hook lift – chipper box 
and flat bed. Estimated Cost: $17,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Jetter - Vactor Truck  

Project Year: 2023-24 Description: Purchase to replace an existing jetter 
– vactor truck due to scheduled replacement. Estimated Cost: $300,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Library Air Conditioning  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Replace two 40 year old air 
conditioning units. Engineer and design system for 
efficiently cooling the building 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Oakwood Ballfield Lights and Poles 
 

 

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Description: Completely replace all 
lighting components. Poles, lights, wiring and 
controls for all fields (Bennett Field & Kiwanis 
Park).    

Estimated Cost: $12,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
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Overhead Street Lights and Poles  

Project Year: 2019-22 Description: Overhead poles in and around 
downtown are showing corrosive effects, creating 
integrity concerns. Consideration should be for a 
multi-year replacement program upgrading poles 
and light fixtures. (These are not he decorative 
chairman DDA lights). 

Estimated Cost: $30,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Paint Stripe Machine  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Purchase to replace an existing paint 
stripping machine purchased in 1991 due to being 
worn-out equipment. 

Estimated Cost: $13,000 
Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Pickup 4X4 w/Blade  

Project Year: 2022-23 Description: Purchase to replace an existing truck 
due to scheduled replacement. Estimated Cost: $42,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Pickups - ¾ & 1 Ton  

Project Year: 2019-23 Description: Purchase of 4 trucks to replace 
existing trucks due to scheduled replacement. Estimated Cost: $232,000 total 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Portable Air Compressor  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Purchase to replace an existing 
portable air compressor purchased in 1980 due to 
being worn-out equipment. 

Estimated Cost: $23,500 
Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
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Public Works Building Improvements  

Project Year: 2019-22 Description: Replacement of insulated overhead 
doors in main building. Priority - High. 
Re-roof main building with steel sheeting, facility 
upgrades. Priority - Medium. 
Added storage facilitates. Priority - Low. 

Estimated Cost: $72,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Ranking: Low 
 

Salt Trucks - Single Axle  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Purchase 2 salt trucks to replace 
existing trucks due to being worn-out equipment. Estimated Cost: $260,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Security & Accessibility Technology at City Hall 
 
Project Year: 2019-20 
Estimated Cost: $10,000 
Primary Funding Source: General Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

 
 
Description: Place a panic button in lobby of City 
Hall and on all employees’ computers.  Add an 
ADA accessible entrance to the lower floor of City 
Hall which would include ADA push buttons for the 
doors. 

Skid Steer w/Attachments  

Project Year: 2024-25 Description: Purchase to replace an existing skid 
steer purchased in 1999 due to scheduled 
replacement. 

Estimated Cost: $85,000 
Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Sweeper  

Project Year: 2019-20 & 2024-25 Description: Replacement of sweeper to due 
scheduled replacement. The existing sweeper is 5 
years old and will have better resale before major 
component replacement costs occur.  

Estimated Cost: $548,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
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Tandem Axle - 10 Yard Dump  

Project Year: 2020-21, 2021-22 & 2023-24 Description: Purchase of 4 tandem axle 10 yard 
dump trucks due to scheduled replacement. Estimated Cost: $575,000 total 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Tractor 4X4 - Mowing  

Project Year: 2022-23 Description: Purchase due to scheduled 
replacement. Estimated Cost: $38,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Wheel Loaders  

Project Year: 2023-24 Description: Purchase of 2 wheel loaders due to 
scheduled replacement. Estimated Cost: $510,000 

Primary Funding Source: Motor Pool 
Additional Funding Source: 
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Administration Building Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2023-24 Description: The administration/laboratory 
building is the original 1935 plant building, with 
conversion to its current configuration in 1980.  
Repointing and reroofing are necessary to remedy 
significant leaking which occurs during storm 
events.  Doors need to be replaced.  Interior 
water-damaged areas need rehabilitation, and 
additional office, meeting, and storage areas can 
be added with better use of available space.  
Consulting engineers and mechanical contractors 
would be necessary for design and construction. 

Estimated Cost: $400,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 
 

Backup Generator Install at WWTP 
 
Project Year: 2019-20 
Estimated Cost: $350,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 

 
 
Description: Purchase/install of a generator (750 
kW) for use as a backup power source.  There is 
currently no generator at the plant.  Consulting 
engineers (from Consumers Energy) and 
mechanical contractors will be necessary for 
design and install. Preliminary engineering may 
start as early as December 2018. 

Beehler/Bradley Street Retention Basin  
 
Project Year: 2020-21 
Estimated Cost: $3,500,000 
Primary Funding Source: MDEQ SRF Loan 
Additional Funding Source:  
 

 
 
Description: Construct a sanitary sewer pumping 
station on 1112 Beehler Street and pump raw 
wastewater from the 27-inch interceptor along the 
Shiawassee River to a 1 million gallon retention 
basin to be constructed at 1000 Bradley Street.  

East Roughing Tower Pump 
 
Project Year: 2020-21 
Estimated Cost: $20,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

 
 
Description: Scheduled rehabilitation of existing 
pump/motor to original specs 

Electrical/Instrumentation Rehab at WWTP 
 
Project Year: 2019-25  
Estimated Cost: $120,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 

 
 
Description: Repair/replace existing electrical 
distribution equipment, controllers, vfds, and 
miscellaneous instrumentation. 
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Grit Removal System 
 
Project Year: 2020-21 
Estimated Cost: $1,030,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 

 
 
Description: The original automatic grit removal 
system was removed in the early 1990's and never 
replaced.  Manual removal of accumulated grit has 
not proven to be an effective approach to this 
standard, vital part of headworks operation.  
Without effective grit removal, downstream 
process equipment is worn out much faster, with 
higher rehab costs occurring at a frequent rate.  
Consulting engineers and mechanical contractors 
would be necessary for design and installation.  
The cost would also include cleanout of existing 
grit chamber. 

Main Building Roof Replacement 
 
Project Year: 2019-20  
Estimated Cost: $350,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 

 
 
Description: Replacing the existing roofing on the 
main plant building.  The original (1980) built-up 
roof (concrete slab, insulation, asphalt/felt) was 
recovered in 1988 with an EPDM membrane.  Due 
to significant leaking, this roof requires 
patching/repair annually.  Replacement would be 
down to the existing concrete slabs. 

Nitrification Tower Replacement 
 
Project Year: 2024-25  
Estimated Cost: $2,500,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 

 
 
Description: Replacement of the (3) existing 
nitrification towers, which date back to 1986.  The 
interior plastic media has exceeded its original life 
expectancy (25 years), and there is structural 
degradation of the tank concrete to the failure 
point in several areas.  Consulting engineers and 
mechanical contractors would be necessary for 
design and construction. 

Pressure Filter Replacement 
 
Project Year: 2021-22 
Estimated Cost: $1,300,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 

 
 
Description: Purchase/install of rotating disc filters 
to replace existing tertiary pressure filters.  
Existing filters date back to 1980 and structural 
degradation has occurred to the point where 
replacement is necessary.  The new filters will be a 
more efficient technology and will be more 
effectively placed within the process train. 
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Pump & Motor Replacement 
 
Project Year: 2019-25  
Estimated Cost: $120,000 total 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

 
 
Description: Repair/replace miscellaneous process 
pumps/motors 

SCADA System Install 
 
Project Year: 2023-24 
Estimated Cost: $300,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 

 
 
Description: There is currently no SCADA 
(Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition) system 
installed at the WWTP.  As our processes are 
upgraded, a SCADA system will be installed, 
allowing for greater and more effective control.  
SCADA allows more automatic adjustments for 
changing conditions, and removes the need for a 
3rd shift operator to be present in normal 
conditions. 

Screw Pumps 
 
Project Year: 2019-20  
Estimated Cost: $725,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Medium 
 

 
 
Description: Purchase of 3 screw pumps to replace 
worn out equipment 

Secondary Clarifier Flight Chain Repair 
 
Project Year: 2019-20  
Estimated Cost: $25,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 

 
 
Description: Preventive replacement of the chain 
link pins on eight chains between the two 
clarifiers.  The clarifier sludge scrapers/flights are 
driven by a chain and sprocket system, which 
dates back to 1986.  The pins which hold the chain 
links together are well past their expected lifespan, 
with most of them worn close to failure point.  
WWTP staff will install. 
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Secondary Clarifier Replacement 
 
Project Year: 2022-23  
Estimated Cost: $2,500,000 
Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 

 
 
Description: Purchase/construction of secondary 
clarifiers.  Existing clarifiers date back to 1935, 
with rehab in 1986.  Existing clarifiers are 
undersized for the plant process and structural 
degradation is to the point of failure at several 
points.  Consulting engineers and mechanical 
contractors would be necessary for design and 
construction. 

Sludge Dewatering Centrifuge  

Project Year: 2020-21 & 2023-24 Description:  Rehabilitation of existing unit to 
original specs Estimated Cost: $60,000 total 

Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Tertiary Pump Replacement  

Project Year: 2019-20, 2021-22 & 2022-23  Description: Scheduled rehabilitation of existing 
pump/motor to original specs Estimated Cost: $ 60,000 total 

Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Medium 
 

Van Replacement  

Project Year: 2019-20  Description: Purchase of a van to replace an 
existing worn-out van Estimated Cost: $25,000 

Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

West Roughing Tower Pump  

Project Year: 2023-24  Description: Scheduled rehabilitation of existing 
pump/motor to original specs Estimated Cost: $20,000 

Primary Funding Source: Wastewater Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
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16" High Service Pipe Replacement   

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: This pipe is located in the basement of 
the WTP has needed replacement for decades. It 
potentially will burst if not replaced. 

Estimated Cost: $100,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

Chlorine Distribution Tanks 
 
Project Year: 2024-25 
Estimated Cost: $40,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

 
 
Description: Replacement of existing worn out 
equipment 

CO2 Distribution System Rehab 
 
Project Year: 2023-24 
Estimated Cost: $100,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

 
 
Description: Replacement of existing worn out 
equipment and explanation of service life 

Filter BW Pump, VFD, Controls  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Replacement of existing worn out 
equipment Estimated Cost: $100,000 

Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 

Fluoride Distribution System  

Project Year: 2024-25 Description: Replacement of existing worn out 
equipment Estimated Cost: $27,000 

Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 
 

Hintz Well Phase II  

Project Year: 2019-20 Description: Maximum aquifer withdrawal is 
possible if a 2nd well can be permitted by the 
State. This location is our best water quality, an 
excellent location, already piped for larger RW 
capacity. Scada monitoring controls and an 
emergency generator are included in planning. 

Estimated Cost: $155,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
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Hopkins Lake Well Field Development  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: The city owned property between 
Vandekarr Rd and the Industrial Development site 
east of Hopkins Lake has been recommended by 
wellsite developers as a potential site for new well 
site development. This is an essential investment 
for the future water supply of the City of Owosso. 

Estimated Cost: $425,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 
 

Induced Draft Aerator Rehabilitation  

Project Year: 2023-24 Description:  Replacement of existing worn out 
equipment and explanation of service life Estimated Cost: $40,000 

Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 
 

Lagoon Security Fence  

Project Year: 2021-22 Description: Repair of damaged fence and 
installation of 1,700 lin. ft. of new fence with 
signage installed. 

Estimated Cost: $40,400 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 
 

No. 1 HS Pump and Controls  

Project Year:  2019-20 Description: Replacement of existing worn out 
equipment Estimated Cost: $52,000 

Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
Ranking: Low 
 

SCADA Controls  

Project Year: 2020-21 Description: Existing hardware and software is 
outdated. Upgrades should have been completed 
before 2014. This proposal will include automation 
of distribution controls allowing for future 
unattended WTP operations during third shifts. 

Estimated Cost: $200,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
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Standpipe & Booster Pump Station Rehab  

Project Year: 2022-23 Description: Complete interior piping and tank 
repaint. Complete exterior repaint. Lead joint and 
valve replacement.  Included installation of mixer 
@ $30,000.00. 

Estimated Cost: $410,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
 
 

West Elevated Tower Rehab  

Project Year: 2022-23 Description: Repaint the interior and exterior of 
the water tower. This will include the installation 
of a mixer @ $30,000. 

Estimated Cost: $300,000 
Primary Funding Source: Water Fund 
Additional Funding Source: 
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PLANNING 

ANNUAL REPORT 
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Agenda Item #5



PLANNING COMMISSION: 

1. Membership 

 
MEMBER 

 
TITLE 

 
TERM EXPIRES 

JANAE FEAR Secretary 06-30-2021 

FRANCIS LIVINGSTON Vice Chair 06-30-2021 

DANIEL LAW Council Rep 11-09-2020 

BRAD KIRKLAND  06-30-2020 

WILLIAM WASCHER Chair 06-30-2021 

THOMAS TAYLOR  06-30-2020 

TARA JENKINS  06-30-2019 

JAKE ADAMS  06-30-2019 

MATT LAFFERTY  06-30-2019 

 

2. Attendance 

Wascher  Adams  Fear  Collison  Cook  Law  Livingston  Taylor  Kirkland  Lafferty  Jenkins 

Jan  X  X  X           X  X  X       

Feb  X  X  X        X  X           X 

Mar  X  X              X  X  X       

Apr     X  X        X  X  X  X     X 

May  X  X  X        X  X  X  X     X 

Jun  No Meeting 

Jul  No Meeting 

Aug  X  X  X        X  X  X  X  X    

Sept  No Meeting 

Oct  X     X           X  X  X  X    

Nov  X  X  X        X     X  X  X  X 

Dec  X     X        X  X  X     X  X 

X = present 

3. Meetings 

Planning Commission meetings are held the 4th Monday of each month, except as noted at 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Meeting Date  Agenda Items 

January 22   2017 Planning Commission Annual Report 

 Discussion - Draft ordinance language for Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Licensing  

February 26   ZBA request to review section 26-19 of the sign ordinance and consider 
returning to former five foot clearance from the right-of-way 



 Presentation by Paula Givens, attorney with Cannabis Legal Group 
 Discussion - Draft ordinance language for Medical Marihuana Facilities 

Licensing  
March 26   Public Hearing - Sign ordinance amendment, section 26-19  

 Discussion - Draft ordinance language for Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Licensing  

April 23   Discussion - Draft ordinance language for Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Licensing  

 Discussion - Master Plan Update 
May 29   Public Hearing ‐ Medical Marihuana Ordinance  

June 25  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

July 23  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

August 27   Site Plan – Dave Wakeland is requesting site plan approval for a drive through 
pharmacy at 417 W. Main Street 

 Election of Officers 

 ZBA request to review and potentially revise of prohibition of pole signs. 

 ZBA request to review and potentially revise specific sign standards as it 
relates to business centers. 

 ZBA request to review and potentially create a section within the Sign section 
that details powers, duties and variance criteria. 

September 24  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

October 22   Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 26 – Sign Ordinance and provide 
edits  

 Appointment of Four Planning Commissioners to the Master Plan Sub‐
committee 

 Discussion of Sec 38‐197 (11) (6), Sec 38‐217(4), Sec 38‐242 (9) (6), Sec 38‐267 
(10)(6), Sec 38‐292 (11).  Review of buffer zone requirements for provisioning 
centers 

 Discussion on Sec. 393 and 38‐292 (4). Outdoor storage height and screening 
requirements 

November 26   Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 26 – Sign Ordinance ‐ provided 
edits  

 Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance buffer 
zone requirements for medical marihuana businesses Sec 38‐197, Sec 38‐217, 
Sec 38‐242, Sec 38‐267, Sec 38‐292 ‐ provided edits  

 Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance industrial 
outdoor storage screening Sec. 38‐292, Sec. 38‐312, Sec. 38‐393 and 38‐389 ‐ 
reviewed 

 Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance amateur 
radio antenna regulations Sec. 97‐379 ‐ reviewed  

 Appointment of a Fourth Planning Commissioners to the Master Plan Sub‐
committee 

December 10   Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance buffer 
zone requirements for medical marihuana businesses Sec 38‐197, Sec 38‐217, 
Sec 38‐242, Sec 38‐267, Sec 38‐292 ‐ set a public hearing for January meeting 

 Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance industrial 
outdoor storage screening Sec. 38‐292, Sec. 38‐312, Sec. 38‐393 and 38‐389 – 



set a public hearing for January meeting 

 Review of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 38 – Zoning Ordinance amateur 
radio antenna regulations Sec. 38‐379 ‐provided edits and set a public hearing 
for January meeting 

 Planning Commission discussion and possible recommendation to City Council 
on a Recreational Marijuana Facility Moratorium – this agenda item was 
motioned by City Council – recommended moratorium 

 

3. Master Plan Review 

 

At their meeting August 6th, 2018, the Owosso City Council approved the professional service 

agreement for the Master Plan Update between the City and CIB Planning, Inc. of Fenton, Michigan.   

 

The following 4 members of Planning Commission were appointed to the Master Plan 

Subcommittee: 

JANAE FEAR 
  
FRANCIS LIVINGSTON  
 
THOMAS TAYLOR 
 
JAKE ADAMS 
 

 

The Master Plan kick off meeting was held on Wednesday, October 24th.  The consultants and  the 

City Manager, Assistance City Manager and Main Street Manager met to discuss the process and 

held a tour of the City.  The Master Plan Subcommittee later joined the conversation which included 

discussing the process, current city vision statement, city priorities, public engagement, and 

identifying priorities on a city map. 

 

City Staff has some goal setting work to do with various Boards and hopes to work with the 

consultants to kick off focus group meetings in February.   

 

 

4. Zoning Ordinance Amendments 

 

a. Zoning ordinance: 

 

Section  Amendment/Addition  Status 

Section 16.5 
Section 38‐5 
Section 38‐217 
Section 38‐242 
Section 38‐267 

Amendment – Medical marihuana   Approved 



Section 38‐292 

Section 26‐19  Amendment - Sign ordinance five foot clearance from 
the right-of-way

Approved 

Chapter 26  Amendments to sign ordinance  Next Step 
Public 
Hearing 

Section 38‐197 
Section 38‐217 
Section 38‐242 
Section 38‐267 
Section 38‐292  

Amendments to buffer zone requirements for medical 
marihuana businesses  

Next Step 
Public 
Hearing 

Section 38‐292 
Section 38‐312 
Section 38‐393  
Section 38‐389  

Amendments industrial outdoor storage screening   Next Step 
Public 
Hearing 

Section 38‐379  Addition of amateur radio antenna regulations Sec. 38‐
379  
 

Next Step 
Public 
Hearing 

 

b. Rezoning Requests: 

None requested in 2018 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

1. Membership: 

 

MEMBER  TITLE  TERM EXPIRES 

RANDY HORTON  Chair  6‐20‐2020 

THOMAS TAYLOR  PC Representative  6‐30‐2021 

CHRISTOPHER EVELETH 
Vice Chair 

Council Representative 
11‐14‐2022 

KENT TELESZ    6‐30‐2019 

MATTHEW GRUBB  Secretary  6‐30‐2021 

JOHN HORVATH  Alternate  6‐30‐2019 

VACANT  Alternate   

 

2. Attendance 

Horton  Eveleth  Taylor  Telesz  Jozwiak  Horvath  Grubb 

Jan  No Meeting 

Feb  X  X        X  X  X 

Mar  No Meeting 

Apr  No Meeting 

May  No Meeting 



Jun  X     X        X    

Jul  No Meeting 

Aug  X        X        X 

Sept  X        X     X  X 

Oct  X     X           X 

Nov  No Meeting 

Dec  No Meeting 

    X = present 

3. Meetings: 

Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month, except as noted at 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Meeting Date  Agenda Items 

January 16  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

February 20   640 N. Shiawassee Street is seeking a dimensional variance to waive the 
setback requirement of 10’ from the right-of-way in order to install a new sign 
on the exiting pole and foundation - Approved

March 20  Canceled due to lack of agenda items  
April 17  Canceled due to lack of agenda items  
May 15  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

June 19   114 W. Main Street is appeal staff decision that LED lights are signage – ZBA 
decision LED lights were not signage 

July 17  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

August 21   427 W. Main Street is seeking a variance from Article XII.  B‐4 General 
Business Districts, Section 38‐268, (4) b. which states Business in the character 
of a drive‐in or open front store, subject to the following conditions: Access 
points shall be located at least sixty (60) feet from the intersection of any two 
(2) streets.  – Approved 

 503 S. Shiawassee Street is seeking a variance from Chapter 26 – Signs, Article 
IV.  General Provisions, Sec. 26‐18.  ‐ Prohibited signs which states the 
following signs are prohibited in all districts: (9) Pylon or pole signs not 
provided for in this chapter – Approved 

 Interpretation requested of Sec. 26‐21. ‐ Specific sign standards.  Footnotes to 
the Sign Dimensional Standards and Regulations Table (b).  – Sent to Planning 
Commission 

September 18   804 W. Oliver Street seeking variances from Sec. 38‐379 (1) where the 
accessory building is structurally attached to a main building, it shall be 
subject to, and must conform to, all regulations of this chapter applicable to 
main building.  Section 38‐351 states that a structure within the R‐1 zoning 
district shall have a minimum side yard setback of 8 feet, a minimum rear yard 
setback of 35 feet and maximum lot coverage of 25% ‐ All Approved 

 215 Oakwood Ave seeking variances from Section 38‐393 (3) states that 
fences and hedges in front yards that function as exterior side yards must 
follow front yard restrictions unless the fence or hedge is installed or planted 
at least nineteen (19) feet back from the right‐of‐way line or follows the 



building line of the nearest legal structure. All such fences and hedges must 
meet clear vision requirements for streets, driveways, and sidewalks and (2) 
states front yard fences or hedges must be less than fifty (50) percent solid, 
impervious, or of an obscuring nature above a height of thirty (30) inches 
above the curb or centerline of the street, and not exceed four (4) feet in total 
height.  – All Approved 

 620 Lee Street seeking variances from Sec. 38‐379 (4) states no detached 
accessory building shall be located closer than ten (10) feet to any main 
building nor shall it be located closer than three (3) feet to any side or rear lot 
line. ‐ Approved 

October 16   Baker College seeking multiple variances for signage – All Approved 

November 20  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

December 18  Canceled due to lack of agenda items 

 

TRAINING 

 City Staff attended the Michigan Association of Planning conference 

 Assistance City Manager attended a MEDC Pro‐forma Training 

 Assistance City Manager completed the RRC Best Practices online training  

 MSU Extension – Restrictions on Zoning Authority document was provided to PC members 

in December 2018 

 

JOINT MEETINGS 

None held in 2018 

 

REDEVELOPMENT READY COMMUNITIES: 

  Report of Findings  Progress Report    

Criteria   August 1, 2017  October 1, 2018* 

Best Practice 1.1: The Plans     

The governing body has 
adopted a master plan in the 
past five years.   N   N   Currently working on 

The governing body has 
adopted a downtown plan.   N   N   Currently working on 

The governing body has 
adopted a corridor plan.           

The governing body has 
adopted a capital improvements 
plan.   N   N   Will January 2019 

  
Best Practice 1.2: Public 
Participation     



The community has a public 
participation plan for engaging a 
diverse set of community 
stakeholders.   N   Y     

The community demonstrates 
that public participation efforts 
go beyond the basic methods.   Y   Y     

The community shares 
outcomes of public participation 
processes.   N   Y     

Best Practice 2.1: Zoning 
Regulations     

The governing body has 
adopted a zoning ordinance 
that aligns with the goals of the 
current master plan.   N   N   Will occur after MP update 

The zoning ordinance provides 
for areas of concentrated 
development in appropriate 
locations and encourages the 
type and form of development 
desired.   N   N   Will occur after MP update 

The zoning ordinance includes 
flexible zoning tools to 
encourage development and 
redevelopment.   Y   Y     

The zoning ordinance allows for 
a variety of housing options.   Y   Y     

The zoning ordinance includes 
standards to improve non ‐
motorized transportation.   N   N   Will occur after MP update 

The zoning ordinance includes 
flexible parking requirements.   N   N   Will occur after MP update 

The zoning ordinance includes 
standards for green 
infrastructure.   N   N   Will occur after MP update 

The zoning ordinance is user ‐
friendly.   N   N   Will occur after MP update 

Best Practice 3.1: Development 
Review Policy and Procedures     

The zoning ordinance articulates 
a thorough site plan review 
process.   Y   Y     

The community has a qualified 
intake professional.   Y   Y     

The community defines and 
offers conceptual site plan 
review meetings for applicants.   N   N   Completed and on website 



The community encourages a 
developer to seek input from 
neighboring residents and 
businesses at the onset of the 
application process.   N   Y     

The appropriate departments 
engage in joint site plan 
reviews.   Y   Y 

 The community has a clearly 
documented internal staff 
review policy.   N   N  

Implemented BS&A 
tracking 

The community promptly acts 
on development requests.   N   N  

Implemented BS&A 
tracking 

The community has a method to 
track development projects.   N   N  

Implemented BS&A 
tracking 

The community annually 
reviews the successes and 
challenges with the site plan 
review and approval 
procedures.   N   N     

  
Best Practice 3.2: Guide to 
Development     

The community maintains an 
online guide to development 
that explains policies, 
procedures and steps to obtain 
approvals.   N   N   Completed and on website 

The community annually 
reviews the fee schedule.   N   Y   Completed and on website 

Best Practice 4.1: Recruitment 
and Orientation     

The community sets 
expectations for board and 
commission positions.   N   N   Currently working on 

The community provides 
orientation packets to all 
appointed and elected 
members of development 
related boards and 
commissions.   N   N  

Will work on after Board 
expectations 

Best Practice 4.2: Education 
and Training     

The community has a dedicated 
source of funding for training.   Y   Y  

The community identifies 
training needs and tracks 
attendance of the governing 
body, boards, commissions and  N   N  



staff.  

The community encourages the 
governing body, boards, 
commissions and staff to attend 
trainings.   Y   Y  

The community shares 
information between the 
governing body, boards, 
commissions and staff.   N   N  

Best Practice 5.1: 
Redevelopment Ready Sites     

The community identifies and 
prioritizes redevelopment sites.   N   N   Will occur with MP update 

The community gathers 
preliminary background 
information for prioritized 
redevelopment sites.   N   N  

The community has 
development a vision for the 
priority redevelopment sites.   N   N  

The community identifies 
available resources and 
incentives for prioritized 
redevelopment sites.   N   N  

A property information package 
for the prioritized 
redevelopment site(s) is 
assembled.   N   N  

Prioritized redevelopment sites 
are actively marketed.   N   N  

Best Practice 6.1: Economic 
Development Strategy     

The community has approved 
an economic development 
strategy.   N   N  

The community annually 
reviews the economic 
development strategy.   N   N  

Best Practice 6.2: Marketing 
and Promotion     

The community has developed a 
marketing strategy.   N   N  

The community has an updated, 
user ‐friendly municipal 
website.   N   N  

*Status as of October Quarterly Review 

Staff is actively working on items on the above list. 




