
MINUTES – CITY OF OWOSSO 
CIA WESTOWN 

MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2008 
 

The meeting started at 7:08 p.m.  
 
Opened the meeting with the pledge of allegiance and a prayer by Kevin Maginity. 
 
Roll Call. Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Maginity, Vice Chairman Scott Hildebrant,  

Board Members Joni Forster, Mark Lamphere, Tim Law, Alice  
Morris, and Nancy Vogl,. 

   
Member Absent:      None 
 
Others Present:       Christine Mitchell 

 
Approval of Minutes.  
 

Motion by Member Morris the February minutes be approved as presented./ 2nd by Member Vogl. 
 
No opposition / Motion passed  Morris / Vogl  m/s/p 
 
Citizen/Member Comments:   Christine Mitchell comments 

Joni Forster comments minutes time factor. 
 
Financial Status.   
 
 A full time staff person from the city will assist with the money matters. 
 
Items of Business. 
 
A.  Short Term / Long Term Goals of the CIA    

The short-term goals  

1. Naming the CIA or the area currently known as Westown as the “Westown Crossings” 

2. Requiring maintenance or removal of signs located in the Westown area that are for businesses 
that are no longer open or are in poor condition. A list of addresses in the Westown area will be 
noted and passed on to Member Forster to see the code be enforced. This may include a paint 
job, or painting over items also. 

3. There was a discussion regarding the establishment of Curwood clean-up date.  In the past the 
Westown Merchants organized an event two weeks before the annual Curwood Festival for a 
clean up of the area.  The clean up would be done to address dirt, weeds, and trash in the area 
on Main Street. The Board agreed on May 21, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. as the date and time of the 
event. The rain date would be the next Wednesday, May 28, 2008. 

4. There was a discussion regarding flowers for the area.  The Westown Merchants have been 
responsible for their purchase and care in the past. There was a desire to see if the CIA can 
generate enough money to take over the costs involved. 

The long-term goals 

1. The stablishment of a museum of the Westown area, which would include the history of Owosso. 

2. The establishment of a website for Westown.  There was a desire to see if we can get some 
assistance through Baker College, or MSU. The website would contain Informational, historical, 
and future events. 



3. There was a desire to see grocery store in the Westown area to benefit the community. 

4. There was a brief discussion regarding hiding the Power lines that run through Westown. 

5. There was discussion regarding the establishment of a Dog Park 

6. There was discussion regarding changing City Code to prohibit lighted signs in the Westown 
area. 

7. Board members would like to see a bike path come through, or pass by the Westown area. 

8. There is a desire to see uniformed lights through the area. 

9. There was interest in placing signs, posts, banners, or arches over Main Street to let M21/West 
Main Street traffic know that they have entered or departed the Westown area.  Members would 
like them to have a historical, or aged look, possibly of iron or steel. 

10. Members would like to see benches and places for people to sit. 

11. There is a desire to see the parking lot in the 800 & 900 block of West Main on the south side of 
the street copy the north side of West Main Street. This would require the purchase of homes and 
lots of the area for future planning. 

12. There was a discussion regarding efforts to make sure that the sidewalks in the area are wide, 
flat, and clear.  

Members shared examples, pictures, and Internet discussed all the above items. 
 

B. Old Business 
 
 There was a discussion of the Façade Grant Program, which has a 50 to 50 match requirement.  
Members desired more information regarding what kind of time line there is and the date of dead line.  
  
Adjournment:  Motion by Member Law to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm / 2nd by Member Forster. 
 
         No opposition / Motion passed Law/Forster m/s/p 
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