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MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING

OWOSSO HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DECEMBER 19, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS / CITY HALL
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson Newman.  

ROLL CALL was taken by Recording Secretary Marty Stinson

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairperson Scott Newman; Vice Chairperson Vincent Gonyou; Secretary Phil Hathaway; Commissioners Lance Omer; Matthew Van Epps (arrived 6:01 pm) and Gary Wilson (arrived 6:07 pm).
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioner James Eaton (excused).
OTHERS PRESENT:   Sarah Warren-Riley, Housing Program Manager; Adam Zettel, Assistant City Manager and Community Development Director; Mr. Tom Campbell, The Argus-Press; Mr. Jerry Roberts, C & L Ward Brothers; Chief Michael Compeau, Director of Public Safety; and Mark Agnew, Agnew Signs. 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Omer to approve the agenda for December 19, 2012 as presented.
Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

6:01 pm Commissioner Matthew Van Epps arrived.

MINUTES APPROVAL:  Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Van Epps to approve the minutes for the meeting of November 14, 2012 with the addition of Chairman Newman’s comment that the door to the east side of the Owosso City Hall should be centered.
Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

COMMUNICATIONS:

1) Staff Memorandum

2) Meeting minutes of November 14, 2012 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None.
ITEMS OF BUSINESS:

1)  201 E. Exchange – Window Replacement Application
Tom Campbell, The Argus-Press, stated that the building at 201 E. Exchange had old windows on the second floor with some of the glass becoming loose.  He wanted them to look as much as possible as the windows on the first floor.  The upstairs is used as storage or is empty with no apartments.  The plumbing has been removed except for the sprinkler system.
Mr. Jerry Roberts, C & L Ward Brothers, presented for single pane Andersen windows made of Fibrex, a composite of wood fiber and resin colored to match the lower windows – dark bronze.  The one piece window will be a cost savings.  It is a great product with long-term application.  
Secretary Phil Hathaway stated that the commission is charged to maintain the Secretary of Standards principles unless economic hardship exists.  

6:07 p.m.  Commissioner Gary Wilson arrived.
Chairman Newman is sympathetic about having the second floor windows match the first floor.  He is sorry to see the second floor windows replaced with the bronze colored windows.  Discussion followed regarding window styles; double hung vs. single pane; window frame color; construction materials; and mullions. 
Mr. Campbell noted that they are not economically challenged, but prefer not to spend too much money on the windows.  If the cost of the windows is excessive, he may be forced to just board up the windows.

Mr. Zettel commented that the building use is industrial in nature; and there is no functional purpose of the second floor.  Discussion continued about removing the building from the historic district.  Mr. Zettel noted it was a cumbersome, lengthy process.  About 120 – 180 days.
Commissioner Wilson noted that the commission is only concerned with the outside architectural appearance.  The use isn’t really a concern.  If using the Fibrex, they are moving away from the standards of using natural materials such as metal versus manufactured material such as resin and wood fibers.

Commissioner Van Epps stated the commission requires a mullion to divide the single pane proposed window.

Mr. Roberts commented that aluminum is very expensive right now.  No one is using aluminum siding right now because it is twice as expensive as vinyl siding.  Discussion continued about possibly only doing south and west wall windows with mullions; and the other two walls which do not face a street with the original single pane windows with the Fibrex material.

Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Omer to table this request until further information is available about the windows meeting the Secretary of the Interiors Standards.

Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

3)  202 S. Water Street – Changeable Copy Sign.

Chief Compeau reviewed the history of this request which started when Mark Agnew offered to donate a new sign for the Public Safety Building.  Council resolved to accept the donation.  Discussion continued about the sign not having an interior lit white sign with white plastic for changeable lettering.  Commissioner Hathaway had concerns about glare during inclement weather.  The sign could be lit with flood lights.
Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Omer finding that the sign replacement proposed for 202 S. Water Street does not meet the Secretary of the Interiors Standards and is inappropriate to the historic district does approve a Notice to Proceed.  The colored top portion of the sign may be internally lit, and the bottom portion with changeable lettering on the white plastic may not be internally lit, but lit with flood lights instead. 
Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

Board Comments:

Commissioner Hathaway commented on a meeting he attended today about the downtown buildings in Byron that were burned a few months ago.

ADJOURNMENT:



Chairman Newman adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m.







_____________________________







Phil Hathaway, Secretary
mms
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